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1997 DURGA PUJA PROGRAM

S o

Saturday, October 4, 1997 a2 w=fem Y808, *fRam

Puja 10 am Bl = ICRIREIN

Anjali 12 noon e & ARG

Prosad 1pm bz 1] & G

Entertainment 4 pm Rfcareem R SRG

Arati 8 pm TS afa =G5!

Prosad 9 pm bl afa a5

Sunday, October 5, 1997 s WfE D808, IR

Puja 10 am Bl CGIRRI

Anjali 12 noon G @S AR

Prosad 1 pm bl @ I 0!

/ SPECIAL THANKS \
for Decoration, Food, Costume, Video, Brochure and other help to:
Achira Bhattacharya Ira Mukherjee Nandalal Mukherjee Shyamoli Das
Amitava Sen Jayanta Mahalanobis Nita Shrivastava Sibani Chakravorty
Anindya De Jayanti Lahiri Pranab Lahiri Soma Datta
Anjali Dutta Kalpana Das Priya Kumar Das Somnath Datta
Arati Mishra Kalpana Ghosh Reema Saha Somnath Mishra
Arvind Padhye Kanti Das Rekha Mitra Suhas Sen Gupta
Asima Das Kiriti Gupta Robi Basu Sushanta Saha
Asok Basu Krishna Sen Gupta Rupa Gupta Susmita Datta
Bijan Prasun Das Lali Watt Rupak Das Susmita Mahalanobis
Bula Gupta Mamata Basu Saibal Sen Gupta Sutapa Das
Chaitali Basu Mamata Ghorai Samar Mitra Suzanne Sen
Dipa Sen Gupta Maya Mukherji Sanjib Datta Swapan Bhattacharya
Harsha Mukherjee Meera Ghosal Shanta Gupta Sweta Bhaumik
\Ian Watt Molly De Sheokumar Jha /
L ] [ ]
Pyjar1

4515 Holliston Road
Doraville, Georgia 30360
tel: (770)451-8587
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Yes, Yes, Yes, My Lord
S. Mitra

On one of my trips to India about twelve years ago, my mother told me of the
wonderful experience she had during her pilgrimage to Kedarnath and
Badrinarayan temples. Her eyes glittered while she described the breathtaking
and the enchanting view of the ice-capped Himalayas and the cascading rivers
flowing from eternity. | could sense that the atmosphere inside and outside of
the famous temples charged with the pilgrims heartfelt devotion is something
that she will cherish the rest of her life. She then mentioned that one of the
fellow pilgrims she went with is a great devotee whom | would like to meet. In
fact, he knows about my homecoming and is expecting me.

It turned out that Kiron babu is a descendant of one of the wellknown families
who settled in Calcutta many years ago. My father-in-law knew that family from
his childhood as he himself grew up in that neighborhood. He himself took me
to Kironbabu’s house and introduced him to me as a great Vaishnava. To that
Kironbabu’s instant reaction was “ no, no, that is not true, | am a mere servant of
a servant of a servant ..... of a Vashnava”. His genuine expression of humility
immediately touched my heart.

I met him a few times after that. | read earlier that it is very difficult to see or
experience God but it is not that difficult to find one who had a close encounter
with Him. While talking to him | sensed that | am in the company of such a man. |
asked him about his life and the following is a brief summary of what | gathered
from him in his own words as | recall those dialogues.

| finished my B.A and joined the jewellery business of our family. For many
generations, our family is wellknown in the city as one of the best in the
profession.. However, | was an atheist and my well-meaning friends respected
my attitude towards life. | was about 50 when during one of my visits to a friend’s
house my eyes suddenly got fixed at one of the books on his bookshelf in the
living room. That book happened to be Srimadbhagavadgita, a book | only
knew by name. Suddenly, | do not know why, but | had the urge to look at the
contents of the book and | asked my friend if | may borrow it. With a surprised
look in his eyes, he consented.

A few days thereafter, | met him on the street during my morning walk. He said
nothing about the book or about the sudden change of my heart. He casually
mentioned that his Guruji is coming to visit him and to celebrate the occasion
he has invited a few people to listen to his discourses. The Guruji is a great
Vaishnava, well versed in the scriptures and is an excellent speaker. | shall be
welcome if | would like to listen and may even talk to him later if | want to. | felt
that it will be rude to decline, so | accepted his invitation.
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On the appointed day | went and quietly sat with the others who have come to
listen to this Sadhu. As he entered the room | had a strange feeling that the man
| am looking at is so very different from all the others | know. He greeted us with
a mesmerizing voice. | listened spellbound as he expounded on one of Lord
Krishna’'s mischievous childhood tricks as narrated in Srimadbhagavatam. |
decided to wait after the talk till | felt it right to approach him. When most of the
visitors had left | went to him and said that | have not looked at any of the
scriptures until recently when | got hold of a copy of Srimadbhagavadgita. |
have started browsing the book but | do not know the right way. He did not let
me say all that | had in mind when he interrupted. His first few words to me
were, “ You have started to read that great book from the point that is quite right
for a beginner like you.. In fact, Ch.10, known as The Meditation on The Divine
Glories is an excellent beginning “. | was speechiess when he said those words
because when | opened the book randomly to start reading for the first time it
turned out to be the beginning of that very chapter. Right there | prostrated
before him and requested him to guide me.

| believe it was during our next meeting he asked me whose commentary of that
book | was reading as if he did not know. | asked him if that matters. He said,
“ many authors have written commentaries on Gita and there are differences of
opinion. At times they may confuse the reader. “ | replied that | would then read
only the verses as written in the text and try to understad as much as | can. At
that point he blessed me and said, “ that is the way to read Gita and if you are
sincere the ideas will be revealed to you.

A new chapter of my life began and with my Guru's assistance | started my
jouney to a new world. | found a vast treasure open before me and | found it to
be too much to keep it to myself. Naturally, | had misgivings about the Lord’s
warning to Arjuna in Ch. 18 of the Gita that this secret teaching should never be
shared with those who are nonbelievers and disrespectful. | thought that the
Lord could not have meant that and | took it upon myself the responsibility of
sharing this wonderful teaching with others who do not know what precious
things they are missing in their lives. As a beginning | tried to recruit a few of my
friends to start a study circle. It went on for a couple of years but gradually the
interest fizzled out. | acknowledged defeat.

You know when we are mistreated by life or when tragedy strikes we often
remember the good Lord and look for solace from sources we never sought
before. A few of my acquaintances later approached me if | can meet with them
at my spare time as often as possible and read from Gita and other scriptures. |
couid very well see their suffering and at that time | was so moved by their
sincerity that | agreed. | do not know what | have accomplished to deserve such
confidence but | was surprised to see the honour bestowed on this unworthy
and a lowly person as myself. We continued to meet for some time and as
before the interest weaned. Disappointed | withdrew myself and desperately
began my search for that direction in life that | can sincerely pursue.
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My Guru once told me that one should try to establish a private line of
communication with the Lord. Not knowing exactly what he meant | tried to start
a dialogue with the Lord or perhaps it was a monologue of sorts. | told Him point
blank that | have not learned my lesson and | still shall not say no if | am
approached by people to talk to them about You. It was then that | was spending
some time in our shrineroom everyday and trying to engage the Lord in a
contract by asking Him to accept full responsibility of my thoughts and spoken
words as long as | am near His alter. Knowing myself, | could not in good
conscience, ask that favor from Him at all times. | had a pretty good feeling after
that though, since now it is upto Him to accept or not to accept the challenge. As
faras | am concerned, | have done my part as much and as well as | can. The
ball is now in His court. | may add that | also threatened Him so that if my
thoughts in sacred places turn out to be unworthy, the blame will be His.

Once again, | was approached by another acquaintance with a request that |
speak on any religious topic of my choice to a group of people he would like to
invite at his home. As | promised to myself | said yes and encouraged him to go
ahead with his plans. Days and months passed during which | met him on
several occasions but he gave no hint to our earlier serious conversation about
holding a religious session. More than a year later in a public place of worship
he got hold of me and strangely enough, made the same request. It sounded
like he was checking with me for the first time if such an arrangement can be
made at our mutual convenience.

In a flash the realization came to me how most of us go with our lives defining
our needs and assigning priorities. Words started gushing out through my lips
and those were - listen, you made the same request more than a year ago and
in all this time you couldn’t do it. We feel such need at unfavorable times like
when we are in distress. A typical environment that triggers such a thought is
the cremation ground. There, we recognize the futility of our lives’ wanderings
and remember God. But that feeling does not last for long and we soon regain
our not so descent composure and continue our search for happiness in the
same old ways. Come back when you really mean it.

The man left in @ hurry. Surely his ego was badly hurt. It was bad for me in terms
of public relations. | turned to the Lord and cried what have | done. | believe it
was then that the monologue turned to a dialogue. The voice of the Lord
thundered, “ Didn't you ask me to take charge of your thoughts in a sanctuary ?
That man earned the reprimand. “ The inner voice continued, “ didn’t you very
much desire to see if | really have taken the charge ? Well ? Didn’t you ? *

| realized that the Lord has indeed taken the charge. He released me so that |
can accuse Him for wrongdoing. He has released me again to answer Him.
With joy overflowing my whole being | turned to Him and said,

Yes, yes, yes my Lord.
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EXTENSION

Ranes Chakravorty

I thought of Mejokaka this morning.
Across a hiatus of 7000 miles, half a century
and a totally different lifestyle, I had little
reason to remember him. A minor incident at
the office nudged my distant memories awake.

Tom, my friend and colleague, walked into
my office this morning, the day’s newspaper
in hand. “Ron,” he said, “what sign are you?”

“Sign? What do you mean sign? I don’t
know what you are talking about!”

“Well, what I mean is when were you
born? Under what sign of the Zodiac?” Tom
has a tendency like Reagan to start each
sentence with a “Well.”

I was amazed. 1 have known Tom, I
thought well, for quite a while. He is a cool
character, suave, sophisticated, almost
unflappable. I had never thought he would be
interested in astrology. Maybe he was pulling
my leg.

“I don’t know what sign I was born under.
My birth date is in the earlier part of January.”

“Well, too bad. You are a Capricorn. The
horoscope column in the newspaper says that
today is a good day for Aries to win a lottery.
With three million as the jackpot, I would
have asked you buy a ticket, had you been an
Aries.”

“Do you really believe in that junk?” I
asked, surprised.

“Of course I do. You, of all people,
should be more sensitive to astral effects I
would have thought” He was of course
reflecting on my close connections to the
mystic east — probably not realizing that
Calcutta, the metropolis I came from, is quite
a bit more eclectic than most western cities.

“But no — you have been here too long.
You have become as materialistic as most of
us. I have had a horoscope made recently and
things are falling into place."

With that he left — disappointed — both in
my materialism and my wrong zodiacal sign.

That exchange is what brought back strong
and fond memories of my childhood and of the
people who circumscribed my early
experiences. Mejokaka was one of these
people who loomed large in my young life.
You have to understand some of the
peculiarities of that society half a century ago.

Ours was a joint family — mentally if not
physically. Every person had a designated
place and function in the framework of that
society. Older people were seldom addressed
by name by us youngsters. Rather, they were
known by their relationship to any member of
the extended family. Thus Mejokaka meant the
second oldest male of my father’s generation.
He was a cousin of my dad’s — I do not
remember his given name today, but that was
extraneous. You would never call a senior
relative by name — that was bad manners.

My dad was the eldest of the clan and was
called Dada (elder brother) by all his numerous
siblings and cousins. He was a well-
established person, successful professionally
and financially, often asked for and freely
dispensing his wisdom and support. The
members of his large extended family would
regularly come to visit with my mom and dad.
Most weekends we had a whole slew of
relatives at our place. Indeed Dad had bought a
sizable cottage not too far from the city where
he would hold court on weekends — welcoming
and entertaining his many relatives and friends.
This, by the way, was the established pattern of
society then — unthinkable as it is today.

As I have said before, Mejokaka was a
cousin. He was himself quite a successful
person — office manager in some type of
flourishing business, I forget what. I remember
him as a tall well-built man — very pleasant to
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all. He was even interested in the activities of
us children. Fiftyish, he lived alone in a
somewhat gloomy house in the old part of the
city. His wife had died some years back and
his only son worked in a distant place.
Seldom did Mejokaka fail to come and join
his Dada at the Sunday gatherings — though he
would always return to his home, however late
the hour.

One Sunday Mejokaka seemed somewhat
subdued, even anxious, at the gathering of the
clan. We children noted that but dared not ask
why. He had a long and private discussion
with Dad and we heard my father tell mother
that Mejokaka would be coming and staying
with us for a few days. That was unusual but
welcome news, as he was an entertaining
companion for the youngsters.

Indeed Mejokaka came in that same night
with a few of his belongings. On Monday we
had to go to school and Dad left for his office
as usual. When we returned, Mejokaka was
still home — he had not gone to work! He
appeared, for him, quite subdued. Dinner that
night was much less fun than usual. Dinner
was always a fun time as a relative or a family
friend would often drop in unannounced and
we loved the many discussions and stories that
went around during the long hours of dining.
We realized something portentous was going
on but had no idea what.

Tuesday was a repetition of Monday,
though by the evening Mejokaka seemed to
have recovered some of his good cheer. This
day also he had spent at our home — absent
from his work.

Wednesday morning he had breakfast with
us and left for work, humming a tune. Mother
said he would return to his own place from
work.

That night we asked mother what had
happened to Mejokaka and this is what she
told us. Like most people of his time and
class, his parents had had a detailed horoscope
prepared for him soon after birth. It must have
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been similar to many others that we had seen.
These were on long rolls of handmade orange-
red paper mounted on rollers. The scrolls had
cabalistic zodiacal signs on them and were
filled with line after line of crabbed spidery
writing.

The astrologer generally predicted
presumed particulars of the life and times of the
proponent year by year, mentioning the good
times and the bad that could be expected. The
extent of detail depended upon (I think) the
fees paid. Mejokaka’s horoscope had been cast
and included up to the end of the fiftieth year of
his life. At the end of this year the astrologer
had quit without any explanation. He had not
predicted death or illness at the end of the
fiftieth year — indeed he had made no
extraordinary predictions for the last few weeks
covered by the horoscope! Maybe he had
thought that in spite of his calculations
Mejokaka would already have died — after all
people then seldom lived after fifty years. The
astrologer might have considered fifty years of
calculations enough for the fee he had been
paid.  Whatever the reason, Mejokaka’s
horoscope ended after his fiftieth year of life!

So, unsure of what was going to happen,
puzzled and even feeling helpless without the
comforting and vague guidelines of his long
and faithful (though seldom very accurate)
companion — Mejokaka had sought the safety
and support of his brother’s family on the day
his horoscope ran out!

After two days, when the sun still rose in
the east and set on the west, and the world
around went on its slow uncaring course,
Mejokaka was finally relieved of this incubus
of his horoscope.

In later years — Mejokaka was quite proud
of having outlived his horoscope. He would
sometimes state that he was “on extension”
having run out his predicted tenure.
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Reflections on the Celebrations of the
50" Anniversary of India’s Independence

Pranab K. Lahiri

The recent celebration of the 50"
anniversary of India’s independence in Atlanta
gave me an opportunity of introspection about
the role of Americans of Indian origin both as
regards our life here in the United States as
also our ties to the land of our birth. I realized
that our community has matured. Concerns
about the initial immigrant problems, the
cultural shock and the family upheavals that
follow immigration are no longer the only
concerns. Assimilation in the mainstream has
become a major theme. A large number of
Indians have been in this country for many
years and the second generation has come of
age. It was great to see a number of Indian-
Americans of both the first and second
generations who are contributing to and
enriching life in the United States in different
ways. The stereotype of an Indian as a
physician, engineer, or professor is no longer
valid. Indians are myriad and encompass all
levels in education, in occupations, in wealth,
in outlook, in culture — in fact, in everything.

A young Indian lady born and raised in the
Philippines who eamed a PhD. in
Performance Studies spoke about looking for
identity in dancing. ‘Dancing to be an Indian’
was the topic of her presentation. She also
spoke about the fusion of Indian and Western
dances. A second generation young Bengali
neuro-radiologist has a passion about two
diverse things — Art and Medicine and gave a
presentation on Modern Indian Art. Mention
must be made of an Indian immigrant who is
the President of a University and another who
is the Chancellor of a University Law Center.
Both spoke about different aspects of the
contribution of Indian Americans in the U.S.

Then there were three young reporters from
very prestigious newspapers such as the Wall
Street Journal, Fortune and Forbes. Their
concern and knowledge about modern India
were very impressive. A unique person who
belongs to the mainstream politics was the
twenty-eight year old Minneapolis born Satveer
Chaudhary who is a State Representative in the
Minnesota State Legislature. 1 was very
impressed by Representative Chaudhary’s
presentation about “Our Social and Political
Responsibilities.” He explained that right from
his High School days he showed up regularly
in political and social meetings in his area and
how he gradually became a part of the
Democratic party. He has proved that in
Politics and Society, at least in local levels, it is
much more important to ‘show up’ and give
your time to causes. It opens many more doors
than money. I have no doubt that as time
passes, Representative Chaudhary will move
from the state elective office to the national
level.

I also met during the celebration, a very
bright young lady of Indian origin who co-
hosts a daily morning show of a local major
television station. Born in India, she grew up
in Tennessee. She emceed the program at the
Atlanta Civic Center with uncommon grace
and charm.

I must mention an important fact that made
me full of pride and faith in the future of the
Indian community. The number of participants
for the program at the Atlanta Civic Center was
over two hundred. The hall was completely
packed. I have always heard Indians are very
good in solo efforts but when we get together
in large groups, we fail to produce the best due
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to lack of teamwork, discipline, and
cooperation. The program started on the dot
at the scheduled time and ended exactly as
planned. A great achievement indeed.

The account will not be complete without
mentioning the publicity that India and Indian
community received from the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution. The newspaper published
illustrated features covering several pages on
the Sunday before 15® of August 1997. There
were other write-ups on other days. I will
remember that a reporter of the newspaper
(whom I do not know and have not met yet)
called and interviewed me about my personal
experience of the happenings of August 15,
1947. From her name I knew that she was of
Bengali origin, but she was more comfortable
speaking to me in English. She asked me
about what I had seen and what I did on that
historic day. She called me several times and
asked many other pertinent questions. Finally
the article written by her which was published
in the paper was very good. It was refreshing
that news about India was something other
than natural and man-made disasters. I think
that American business has started thinking
positively about India. This country has
started realizing that there is great potential for
mutual cooperation and business development

with India. In recent years many large
corporations have invested and established
operations in India. India has tremendous
potential. There is a large highly skilled work
force proficient in English. India has an
established rule of law and has been a
democracy for fifty years with many changes
of government through the electoral process.
Unlike in many neighboring countries, there
has never been a military coup. Earlier this
year Bill Gates visited India and liked what he
saw and Microsoft now has a good presence
there. President Clinton will visit India in
November of this year — the first U.S. President
to visit India in almost twenty years. I am
confident that U.S.-India ties will blossom and
flourish in the near future. It is very
understandable therefore that the U.S. media
and Americans in general will have a more
positive view of India.

The overwhelming impression that I shall
carry from this celebration is of joy and
anticipation. I am impressed with the
assimilation of the second generation in the
mainstream of American life and am convinced
that we bring to America an important heritage
which will enrich life here. I am full of HOPE.

D &
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RESISTING THE MILLENNIUM

When the millenium comes, we’ll need new metaphors,
For my someday son will never be a carbon copy of me,
And his mother’s advice will never seem a broken record.
When the millenium comes, let’s greet it irreverently,
Creep out of the house as it seeps in through the windows,
And find a sheltered place where a lit fire keeps it at bay.

Let’s read our books before they start their bonfires,

Spread our blankets out on the grass, eat real cheese,

Seek pitted peaches, grapes with seeds,

Spend the day finding that perfect tomato, bite it whole,

Wolf it down with gusto, let the seeds dribble down our chins.
I’ll find my last pair of pants with no label, a clean shirt

No committee approved, which touts nothing at all.

Let’s walk hand in hand into the sunset, whistling

“Nice Work If You Can Get It” in our own,
Un-re-mastered voices, butcher it as we please,

Into little tiny pieces not even the trained nit-gatherer

Can splice together, tweaking the digits, all zeros, no ones
Into a masterwork rivaling Ella’s best, if not Billie’s.

I promise you no more Kodak® moments,
Nothing at all that adds life, nothing praised

Over and over on billboards, packaged, processed,
Marketed after a marketing survey, approved,
Improved, family-size, or a special value.

There will be nothing free, nothing half-off,

Just the plain, unvarnished joy of the day.

-- Yasho Lahiri
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YIN & YANG

Childhood turns to adulthood
Adventurous must I cease to be?
Leave every boulder unturned must I,
fearful of what underneath may be?
A new path, a new road,

a new life, a new hope?

Or will it be disaster?
Uncalled, unloved; not asked for.

But whatever it may be,
isn’t it better to risk, to gamble
than to fear, to let it be?
Pandora’s Box I may open,
bringing devils, demons and despair!
But the selfless box contains as well,
Hope, Love, Affection and Care.

So let it be — Laissez Faire,
For one man’s joy is another’s sadness.
So why debate on this eternal madness?
The adventurous will discover, the sedate will stay.
The world needs them both — “Yin & Yang,” the Chinese say.

So burst forth, be what you want to be!
Discover, enjoy, see what you want to see!

Or be sedate, sit at your place and present the world its stable face.

-- Rit Chandra
(New Delhi, India)

30 --Pujari Brochure 1997



\©> - &R < 808

THE GOLDEN EAGLE

She soared in the sky,
Brilliant, golden wings spread high.

As she arrived at the cliff, she lifted up a large leaf,

And stared in a shock and grief.

Her beautiful golden eggs were gone,
Her nest was shot at with a gun.

Shot by a soulless creature,

Roaming in her frontier.

A single, solitaire tear spilled from her eye,

And splashed on the ground nearby.

I felt the dull splash,

As 1 saw a brilliant golden flash.

She cried, screamed out loud,

As she plummeted towards a cloud.
She dropped a golden feather,

Next to a clump of heather.

She began soaring in the light blue sky,
Then to me she began to cry.

“Oh! Help me, dear friend,

Or my life, too, will come to an end,

I will die.”

I watched, helplessly, I could do nothing,
My eyes began to sting.

All of a sudden, I heard a loud shot,

At the end of the lot.

The sound shattered my heart,

Her cry was tearing my soul apart.

I felt angry at the cruel man of the land,
Who ruined lives with a movement of his hand.
He brought grief and untimely end,

To my dear, golden eagle friend.

My heart broke, as I thought,

Of the eagles of the past that had been shot.
My pain was so great,

As I had to wait.

Then — I heard a cry of help,

A soft yelp.

My heart beat faster,

As I ran across the pasture.

At the edge, a golden heap,

I cried with relief.

Then I saw a deep wound that had grown,
And - a soft last moan.

I listened to the dull tone,

I realized that I was alone.

She closed her eyes,

She had paid the price.

I broke down and cried,

The golden eagle mother had died.

-- Monalisa Ghosh
(Monroeville, Alabama)
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VERBAL VIEWS

What we say

With all different types of verbal spray
From slow to supersonic

Bengali to Ebonic

There isn’t one way

For what we say

We mix and match

The language

For what we speak, no one can catch
Or understand; varied slang
Comprehend; only by small groups of friends
Sentences create

Contemplate an award winning debate
With how you state the mess

That the rest is not ready to digest

My digestion
Sees no limit to my expression.
-- Rajarshi Gupta
MIND
Open canvas

Wide open spaces
Places and spaces and time
Beginning blind
Caught up with thought
Filling like water in a dam
Cramming ideas like being filled to the brim
Never full, so never dim?
Generation X?
Now generation MTV and generation sex
No, just generation TV and generation less
Less ways to use my mind to the fullest?
Yet it’s never full?, so never quit
So I give you a piece of it
Peace of mind, never
Never dull
Using it better now; pieces come together now
How?, I use time to the fill the filling spaces
Progression of the filling canvas.
-- Rajarshi Gupta
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Drawing -- Marjorie Sen
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OUTSIDE

I like to sit outside

and look at Nature.

Find animals that hide

from their danger.

I like to watch birds that fly,

flying above,

way up high. :
I love the scent of flowers,

with lovely green stems,

that are tall, but not like towers.

The sky looks beautiful at the crack of dawn.
It has a lovely glimmer across the people’s lawn.
I love to look at tall trees,

climb upon them,

and wait for a cool breeze.

I love the sound of rain.

It gives me a sensation

that is not at all strange.

I do not like lightning,

because it is rather frightening.

I love outside, because it has objects

you can’t find inside.

-- Priyanka Mahalanobis
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THE ALLIGATOR

If you’ve felt the Grizzly’s Paws
You don’t want to enter the Alligator’s Jaws.
With a Frightening Grin and Reptilian Eyes,
Those two things make you hypnotized!
But since the poor thing is almost gone,
We should save it like a deer protects its fawn.
But beware if you’re near its den;
For the alligator just might mistake you for a hen.
-- Rahul Basu

ONLY ONE MOTHER

Hundreds of butterflies hovering over bushes;

Hundreds of lakes and rivers and royal blue-colored streams;
Hundreds of dunes which the wind gently pushes;

Hundreds of deer running in the meadows of green.

Hundreds of flowers in the vast fields;
Hundreds of insects doing something or the other;
There are many of these things, their fate is sealed;
But you will have, only one, real mother.
-- Rahul Basu

KRISHNA

The blue God of Hindu myths,
Born in the month of Shravana.
Son of Vasudeva and Devaki —
Yashoda’s mischievous boy child
Who stole butter from the milk maids.
The cowherd from Vrindavan,
He charmed Radha with his flute.
Destroyer of evil —
Slayer of Kaliya —
Friend of the Pandavas —
Charioteer for Arjuna —
The beloved God of Hindu myths.

-- Mohua Basu
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TURKEY TALK
Joe Bhaumik, Age 11

Hi, I’'m Drew, and I’'m a turkey. It’s the day before Thanksgiving. There is a fat butcher after me.
Whoa, that was a close one. “I’m going to get you sometime,” said the butcher.

“Yeah, that is what they all say,” I snapped back.

“All right, I’'m far enough from the butcher now. I’ll introduce you to my family. My dad’s name is
Rick. My mom’s name is Mary. My brother’s name is John. We all go to the gym in Turksville so we
can get skinny. That way the butchers want us last.

This year we hadn’t worked out very much. We were having a hard time running from the butcher.
We were still pretty skinny for turkeys. We were the second to the last family picked. But I’'m glad I
don’t look like the very last family. They were as skinny as twigs.

My brother and parents have found a good hiding spot. I can’t even find them! Hey, Dad where are
you? IfI want to live I better pick up some speed.

Ouch! I’'m getting a cramp. I’ve got to stop. Ah! The pain! The hurting! This is it folks. The
butcher threw his knife, and now I’'m dying. I, I forgot to tell you where I lived, so I’ll, I'll tell you. I
lived in Montgomery, Alabama.

Now I’m sitting on the table letting kids eat my legs and grownups eat my wings. Now look at me.
I’m even skinnier than a twig.
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Skateboard
By Debayan Bhaumik (Age 7)
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ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAM
October 4, 1997 — 4:00 P.M.

1. Opening Song Jayanti Lahiri and Suzanne Sen (Vocal), Marjorie Sen, Amitava Sen,
Bappa Basu, Asok Basu, and M.H. Akmal (Instrumental)

2. Solo Dance Reshma Gupta

3. Group Dance Mohua Basu, Atasi Das, and Priyanka Mahalanobis

4. Patriotic Songs Asok Basu, Mamata Basu, Sweta Bhaumik, Madhumita Chatterjee,
Susmita Datta, Jayanti Lahiri, Reba Mishra, Somnath Mishra,
Krishna Sen Gupta, Saibal Sen Gupta, and Amitava Sen (Tabla)

5. Solo Dance Mitun Gupta

6. Musical Madhumita Chatterjee, Samir Chatterjee, Sanjib Datta, Soma Datta,
Susmita Datta, Mitun Gupta, Rajashree Jena, and Saibal Sen Gupta

7. Solo Vocal Indrani Ganguly

8. Bharatnatyam Dance Sanjukta Basu

9. Solo Vocal Asok Basu

10. Group Dance Choreography — Kakoli Basu

11.

INTERMISSION (10 minutes)

Play: “Chhutir Phandey” by Samaresh Basu
Sanjib Datta, Soma Datta, Soumyakanti Das, Samar Mitra,
Pranab Lahiri, Goutam Gupta, Kalpana Das.
Lighting: Bijan Prasun Das, Costume: Kalpana Das
Direction: Jayanti Lahiri

SYNOPSIS OF THE PLAY “CHHUTIR PHANDEY”

“Chhutir Phandey” is a comedy. Gitin Ghosh, a competent young Chartered Accountant, called
in sick and went on vacation with his newly married wife Jayati. The first evening they drove to
a ‘Dak Bungalow’ and checked in. As luck would have it, Gitin’s boss P.K. Bhattacharyya
(nicknamed Pickvote) arrived the next morning at the same place on business. Bashir, the
caretaker of the place assured them of safety. Still, Jayati got caught by Pickvote. She did not
disclose her identity to him. Things got almost out of hand and with the help of Chitta and Rana,
two local associates of Gitin, the couple escaped. In the mean time, Mr. Gupta, the local liaison
of Pickvote, had put in an ad in the paper announcing that Jayati was missing. Her mother
appeared on the scene very worried and finally they were trapped by police but Pickvote’s
strange sense of humor prevailed and the play ends on a sweet note.
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MOON DANCING

There’s magic in the air tonight,
The music of the spheres ~

Just above my fingers’ reach

I would hear it with my ears!

The proof is there, in grey-blue sky
Of summer’s-end twilight,

For in her gown of shot silk hue
Dances the moon tonight.

Her head is towards me and around
In physics’ perfect pull

Swings wide the chiffon of her gown,
A shimmering glowing jewel.

The color could not be described -
Not apricot, nor peach -

But truth and beauty need no words
If soul’s third eye can reach.

Beneath the gown, I know they're there

Spinning and stamping still,
Her feet of gold from glorious joy
Of doing God’s own will.

And from her feet spreads out around

Her magic sparkling ring:
Moondust kicked up to shower down
And make our own hearts sing.

So thank your God for all things good,
For ears and eyes up-glancing.
“When a ring’s around the moon,
fairies will be dancing.”

-- Suzanne Sen

‘When the world mourns

They remember you, Mother,
As the savior of the wretched,
The diseased and the dying -
And they speak about the slums
Of Calcutta.

My Calcutta -

The beautiful;, vibrant, young
Calcutta -

Adorned with royal jewels,
They know nothing about.

Take her by your hand, Mother,
As you pass into time eternal,
Lest she be as fragile

As only a mortal princess!

- Amitava Sen
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PUJARI

ATLANTA, GEORGIA
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

1996 DURGA PUJA AND LAKSHMI PUJA

RECEIPTS EXPENSES

BALANCE FROM

1996 SARASWATI PUJA  § 2,797.01 || ICRC HALL RENTAL $ 520.00

DONATIONS $ 4,244.40 | SARISFORPRATIMAS  $  92.00

ADVERTISEMENT $ - | UHAUL RENTAL $ 167.92
TENT RENTAL $ 210.00
DECORATION/PROGRAM $  341.35

TOTAL RECEIPTS $ 7,041.41 | PRASAD AND FOOD $ 2,004.19

LESS EXPENSES $ (3,998.15)| MISCELLANEOUS $ 662.69

BALANCE $ 3,043.26 | TOTAL EXPENSE $ 3,098.15

1997 SARASWATI PUJA

RECEIPTS EXPENSES

BALANCE FROM ICRC HALL RENTAL

1996 DURGA PUJA $ 3,043.26 | & ANNUAL DONATION $ 510.00

DONATIONS $ 1,139.25 || TENT RENTAL $ 183.75
UHAUL RENTAL $ 12432
DECORATION $ 5222

TOTAL RECEIPTS $ 4,182.51 || PRASAD AND FOOD $ 29443

LESS EXPENSES $ (1,239.72)| MISCELLANEOUS $ 75.00

BALANCE $ 2,942.79 || TOTAL EXPENSE $ 1,239.72
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Vitha Jewellers, Inc,
1594 Woodcliff Drive, Suite B
Atlanta, Ga 30329

Agarwal. Vandana & Alok
1680 B Cripple Creek Drive
Birmingham, Al 35209
(205) 942.5484,

Akmal, Nila & Musharatul Huq
4300 Steeple Chase Drive
Powder Spring, Ga 30073
(404) 439-7308,

Bandyopadhyay, Narayan & Anima
1849 Hidden Hills Drive

N. Augusta, Sc 29841
(803)278-2707,

Bandvopadhyay, Ranjit & Chhanda
3629 Pebble Beach Drive
Martinez, Ga 30907

(706) 868-7627,

Bandyopadhyay, Swapan & Suchira
461 Creek Ridge

Martinez, Ga 30907

(404) 868-8300,

Banerjee, Jharna
3665 Bay Point Court
Martinez, Ga 30907

Banerjee, Nilanjana & Subir
4533 Sherry Lane

Hixson. Tn 37343

(615) 870-2373,

Banerjee, Srabani & Snehamay
530 Dorchester Crossing
Duluth, Ga 301535

(770) 476-2035,

Banerjee, Sukumar & Nibedita
723 Jones Creek
Evans. Ga 30809
(706) 855-7268,

Banik, Naren N,
2337 Stevenson Drive
Charleston, Sc 29414
(803) 571-6010,

Basu. Kakoli

1006 Bonair Drive
Augusta. Ga 30907
(706) 855-6472,
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Basu, Madhumita & Asis
1620 Rosewood Drive
Griffin, Ga 30223

Basu, Mamata & Asok Kumar
494 Rue Montaigne

Stone Mountain. Ga 30083
(404) 292-8323, (404) 939-3612

Basu, Prasun

3900 Woodchase Lane, Apt. I
Marietta, Ga 30067

(770) 612-8615,

Basu, Robi & Choitali
208 Hill Top Drive
Peachtree City, Ga 30269
(404) 487-4922,

Basu, Rupa & Ronnie
2823 N. Shiloh Apt # 235
Garland, Tx 75044-7405
(972) 496-5089,( ) -

Basu, Supama & Saibal
1502 Ninth Avenue South
Birmingham, Al 35205-3502
(205) 975-3897,

Bhargave, Jagan
8232 Carlton Road
Riverdale, Ga 30296
(404) 4714418,

Bhargave, Pramodini
643 Wellington Way
Jonesboro, Ga 30236

Bhattacharya, Elfriede & C. B.
1907 N. Crossing Way
Decatur, Ga 30033

(404) 248-9633,

Bhattacharya, Nilabhra
Campus Quarters #80,
660 E. Campus
Athens, Ga 30605

Bhattacharya, Purabi & Arun
1014 Eagle Crest
Macon, Ga 31211

Bhattacharyya, Munna & Swapan
6480 Calamar Drive
Cummings, Ga 30040
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Bhattacharyva, Pama & Jnanabrata
150 E Rutherford Street

Athens. Ga 30603

(706) 613-0987,

Bhattacharyya, Rash & Sujata
260 Danview Road
Jacksonville. Al 36263

(205) 435-8846,

Bhattacharyya, Sudhamoy
4616 Mulberry Creek Drive
Evans, Ga 30809

Bhaumik, Dharmajyoti
185 Pine Club Lane
Alpharetta, Ga 30202

Bhaumik, Mahasweta
4351 Revere Circle
Marietta, Ga 30062

Bhowmick, Neil
143-B Sandburg Street
Athens, Ga 30605

Biswas, Sheila & Debdas
126 Balsam Lane
Aiken. Sc 29803

Bose, Nandita & Anil K.
315 Kingsway
Clemson, Sc 29631
(803) 654-4898,

Bose, Shibani & Dulal
1415 Innnisbrook Drive
Hixson, Tn 37343
(423) 843-2263,

Bose, Soma & Pradip
2364 Abbeywood Road
Lexington, Ky 40515

Chacraborty, Benu Gopal & Shibani

1600 Louise Drive
Jacksonville, Al 36265
(205) 435-3629,

Chakraborty, Sivani, Chitra & Ranes

5049 Cherokee Hills Drive
Salem, Va 24153
(703) 380 2362,
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Chakraborty, Tuhina & Debesh Das, Nirmal & Ashima Debnath, Maya & Sudhir
1119 Medlin Street, Apt. # M-15 5110 Main Stream Circle 2794 Pontiac Circle
Smyma. Ga 30080 Norcross, Ga 30092 Doraville. Ga 30360
(770) 438-1404, (404) 446-5691, (404) 986-9190,
Chakravorty, Rita & Satya Das, Raja Desai. Prateen & Vibha
6025 Twinpoint Way 1506 Vinings Trail 822 Wesley Drive Nw
Woodstock, Ga 30189 Smyma, Ga 30080 Atlanta, Ga 30305
(770) 592-0563, (770) 433-9477, (404) 351-7882,
Chakravorty, Sriparna & Barid Das, Shyamali & Kamalendu Dewanjee, Indrani & Pijush
164 Rivoli Landing 465 Lawnview Circle 110 Shaftsbury Road
Macon, Ga 31210 Morgantown, Wy 26505 Clemson, Sc 29631
(912) 474-5390, (304) 599-9406, (864) 653-5467,
Chatterjee, Madhumita & Samir Das, Shyamoli & Priya Kumar Dutt, Sharmistha & Swarna
2702 Manor Glenn Lane 4515 Holliston Road 3000 Highway 5, #316
Suwanee, Ga 30024 Doraville, Ga 30360 Douglasville, Ga 30135
(404) 368-1173, (404) 451-8587, (770) 942-5525,
Chatterjee, Nupur & Prabir Das, Sutapa & Soumya Kanti Dutta. Arun & Mallika
7092 South Wind 1476 Country Squire Court 4217 Dunwoody Road
Columbus. Ga 31909 Decatur, Ga 30033 Martinez. Ga 30907
(704) 321-9200, (404) 496-1676, (706) 868-5373,
Chattopadhvay, Rita & Debashis Datta, Anjan Dutta, M. C.
112 Skilodge Drive, Apt. #236 237 South Gay St. Apt#34b 1041 Stage Road
Birmingham, Al 35209 Auburn, Al 36830 Auburn, Al 36830
(205) 945-4898, (205) 826-3921,

Datta, Baishali & Gourishankar
Chkraberti, Parnika & Anil 159 Whippor Will Circle Eliott, Pial & Kevin
1620 Brook Manor Drive Athens, Ga 30605 215 Kirkton Knoll
Hixson, Tn 37343 Alpharetta, Ga 30022-7633
(423) 842-6922, Datta, Soma & Sanjib (770) 664-9381,

1310 Spring Gate Circle
Chowdhuri, Kanika & Dilip Woodstock, Ga 30189 Gangopadhyay, Nupur & Archana
9404 Ashford Place (770) 591-7160, 1513, 9™ Avenue, Apt #12
Brentwood, Tn 37027 Birmingham, Al 35203
(615) 370-3575, Datta, Susmita & Somnath (205) 933-6431,

1060 White Hawk Trail
Das, Anjana & Ashit Lawrenceville, Ga 30043 Gangopadhyay, Sudeep
789 N. Main Street (770) 513-9506, 2327 F. Dunwoody Crossing
Alpharetta, Ga 30201 Atlanta, Ga 30338
(404) 667-3574, Datta Gupta, Indrani & Ranjan (770) 234-0131,

215 Weatherwood Circle
Das, Bithika & Amaresh Alpharetta, Ga Ganguly, Amitava & Indrani
132-1 Ashley Circle 511 Cambridge Wayv
Athens, Ga 30605 Martinez, Ga 30907
(706) 613-5865, Datta-Roy, Manosij (706) 860-5586,

1322 Briarwood Road #C-19
Das, Kalpana & Bijan Prasun Atlanta, Ga 30319 Ganguly, Chanakya
1364 Chalmette Dr. (404) 233-3946, 3116 Shadowood Parkway
Atlanta, Ga 30306 Atlanta. Ga 30067
(404) 874-7880, De, Mr. & Mrs. Anindya (770) 980-9753,

3513 North Decatur Road
Das, Lekha & Ajit Scottsdale. Ga 30079-1804 Ganguly. Prabir
1382 Chapel Hill Court 1004 Bellreive Drive
Marietta. Ga 30060 Aiken, Sc 29803
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Ghorai. Mamata & Sushanta
1430 Meriwether Road
Montgomery, Al 36117
(205) 277-2848,

Ghosal. Mira & Manojit
3907 Camellia Drive
Vaidosta, Ga 31602
(912) 244-1291,

Ghosh, Kalpana
1833 Penny Lane
Marietta, Ga 30067

Ghosh, Leena & Dipankar
5239 Jameswood Lane
Birmingham, Al 35244

Ghosh, Madhumanjari & Deepak
6640 Akers Mill Rd, #30t4
Atlanta, Ga 30339

(404) 952-8894,

Ghosh, Mita & Bijay
2695 Almont Way
Roswell, Ga 30076

Ghosh. Mr & Mrs. Kanai
83 Murdock Street
Monroeville, Al 36460

Ghosh, Partha
665 Wiltshire Drive
Montgomery, Al 36117

Gupta, Mukut & Bula
107 Battery Way
Peachtree City, Ga 30269
(404) 487-9877,

Gupta, Rupa & Gautam
5719 Brookstone Walk
Ackworth, Ga 30101

Gupta, Sabvasachi

5571 Vantage Point Road
Columbia. Md 21044
(301) 7404367,

Gupta, Shanta & Kiriti
946 Bingham Lane

Stone Mountain, Ga 30083
(404) 296-7244,

Haldar, Java & Ardhendu
916 D. Amberly Drive
Norcross. Ga 30093
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Jena, Rajashri & Asit
690 Silver Peak Court
Suwanee, Ga 30174
(770) 932-5382,

Jha. Sheo Kumar
2028 Qak Park Circle
Atlanta, Ga 30324
(404) 329-8939,

Kadaba. Prasanna V.,
1071 Parkland Run
Smyma, Ga 30082

Kapahi, Sunil & Rita
4642 Dellrose Dr.
Dunwoody, Ga 30338
(404) 394-1851,

Kundu, Madhuchhanda & Dcbabrata
7410 B. Old Well Street
Charlotte, N¢ 28212

Lahiri, Ann Barile & Yasho
188 Mount Pleasant Avenue
Mamaroneck, Ny 10543

Lahiri, Pranab & Jayanti
1742 Ridgecrest Ct.
Atlanta. Ga 30307
(404) 378-0315,

Lahiri, Supti
1268 Leaside Lane
Hixson. Tn 37343

Laskar, Renu

112 E Brook Wood Dr.
Clemson, S¢ 29631
(803) 654-2724,

Mahalanabis. Sushmita & Jayanta
1512 Moncrief Circle

Decatur, Ga 30033

(404) 908-2188,

Mazumdar, Ashish
927 Parkway Drive
Leeds. A135094
(205) 699-4708,

Mazumdar, Maya Ghosh &
Pradip K.

2111 Merlin Drive
Chattanooga, Tn 37421
(423) 894-3413,

Mishra, Arti & Somnath
202 Summit Pointway
Atlanta, Ga 30329

(404) 325-8470,

Page 3 of 4

Mitra, A.

706 Patrick Road
Auburn. Al 36830
(205) 887-8111,

Mitra. Anuradha & Bhashkar
1121 Monterey Parkway
Atlanta, Ga 30350

(770) 673-0566,

Mitra, Rekha & Samarendra Nath
1366 Emory Road

Atlanta, Ga 30306

(404) 378-9850,

Mitra, Soma & Kalyan

1805 Roswell Road Apt. # 11d
Marietta, Ga 30062

(770) 579-1693,

Mitra, Stephanic & Kin
135 Spalding Ridge Way
Dunwoody, Ga 30350
(404) 396-4922,

Mohan, Bindu
1450 Valley Trail Way
Lawrenceville, Ga 30043

Mookherjee, Harsha N.
1505 Bilbrey Park Drive
Cookeville, Tn 38501
(613) 526-5936,

Mukherjee, Arup

2093 “wew Valley Road
Atla: . Ga 30319
(404 .36-1894,

Mukherjee. Nandalal & Mava
3320 Rock Creek Drive
Rex, Ga 30273

Mukherjec, Partha
6311 Shady Brook Lane, Apt#2309
Dallas, Tx 75206

(214) 750-4993

Mukherjec, Partha & Sreclekha
2045 Pheasant Creek Dr.
Martinez. Ga 30907

(706) 860-1332,

Mukherji, Mr & Mrs. Shvamal
324 South Wingfield Road
Greer, Sc 29650

Mukhopadhyay, Kunal
125 Royale Road Apt # 131
Athens. Ga 30605



Nandi, Sujata & Saikat
319 Granville Court
Atlanta. Ga 30328
(770) 804-9114,

Padhye. Arvind & Sudha
2956 Wind Field Circle
Tucker. Ga 30084

(404) 939-1478,

Pathak, Sandra & Dr. N.
324 Seminole Dr.
Montgomery, Al 36117

Pati, Rimi & Asim R
2120 Riding Ridge Road
Columbia, Sc 29223
(803) 865-9612,

Paul. Pran

917 Burlington Court
Evans, Ga 30809
(706) 860-3121,

Pujari, Veena & Jaswant
930 Herterton Way
Alpharetta. Ga 30202
(770) 418-0878,

Rakkhit, Kalpana
63 Suffolk Road
Aiken, Sc 29803

Rao, Giriraj & Carolina
7035 Nile Drive
Alpharetta, Ga 30201
(404) 993-5263,

Ray, Apurba & Krishna
1276 Vista Valley Drive Ne
Atlanta, Ga 30329

(404) 325-4473,

Ray, Dilip & Krishna
3404 Lochridge Dr.
Birmingham, Al 35216
(205) 979-5968,

Ray, Eva & Subroto
5426 Poplar Spring Drive
Charlotte. Nc 28269
(704) 597-5519,

Roy, Baidya N. & Bharati
710 Whittington's Ridge
Evans. Ga 30809

(706) 868-8233,

Saha, Rama & Anyj
610 Spring Creck Lane
Martinez, Ga 30907
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Saha. Reema & Sushanta
3870 Vicki Court
Duluth. Ga 30136

(404) 623-5608,

Samaddar, Sujit & Geeta
186 Stone Mill Drive
Martinez, Ga 30907
(706) 860-5808,

Samanta, Kaberi & Swadesh
2461 Highway 297-A
Cantonment, F] 32533
(904) 968-6371,

Sarkar, Jolly & Arun

3402 Primm Lane; Apt # F
Birmingham, Al 35216
(205) 978-3937,

Sarkar, Moitri & Ashoke
3514 H Morningside Village La.
Doraville, Ga 30340

Sarkar, Nurul & Rabeya
113 Red Blue Lane
Martinez, Ga 30907
(404) 860-8127,

Sen, Suzanne & Amitava
945 Nottingham Drive
Avondale Estates, Ga 30002
(404) 294-6060,

Sengupta, Deepannita & Saibal
3111 Waterfront Club Drive
Lithia Springs, Ga 30057
(404) 819-1213,

Sengupta, Krishna & Suhas
1692 Moncrief Cir.
Decatur, Ga 30033

(404) 934-3229,

Sengupta, Suman & Lynn
610 Station View Run
Lawrenceville, Ga 30243

Sinha, Samir
1550 Terrell Mill Road, Apt. #45
Marietta, Ga 30067

Sinha. Samir M.
1550 Terrell Mill Road, Apt#ds
Marietta. Ga 30067

Sinha, Uday

145 Camp Drive
Carrolton, Ga 30117
(404) 834-8252,
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Talukdar, Paula & Pradip
3032 Preston Station
Hixon, Tn 37343

Virdi, Paramjit Singh
1432 East Bank Drive
Marietta, Ga 30068

Watt, P. Lali & lan
811 Chilton Lane
Wilmette, Il 60091









