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WORLD OF PUBLIC TRANSIT SYSTEMS AND RAIL ROADS:
A BRIEF CURRENT UPDATE OF A FEW LOCAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL SYSTEMS

Compiled by Sabyasachi Gupta (Columbia, Maryland)

INTRODUCTION

Benjamin Franklin truly wrote, “We may perhaps
learn to deprive large masses of their gravity and
give them absolute levity, for the sake of easy
transport.” In fact, one of our future modes of
transportation will be MAGLEYV trains, utilizing
the principles of magnetic levitation! In our daily
life,manyofushavetousemassuansitsystems
o commute to and from work or school.
Obviously, the topic “public transit systems”
evokes a lot of interest. We also talk about the
future of railroading in this country, particularly
the subject of “high speed rail” is often
discussed. Who can forget some of the unique
features of some particular transit systems and
raroads such as “Noiseless rubber-tired
vehicles” of Pars and Montreal systems,
“Grandiose architecture” of Moscow system,
“Wide-body vehicles” of San Francisco system,
“Flashing edge lights,” “230-foot escalators,”
“High speed elevators to carry passengers in 20
seconds to trains approximately 200 feet below
street level” all of Washington DC system,
“Exposed  natural granitt in station
approximately 100 feet below street level” in
Atlanta system, “Huge networks” of London,
New York and Tokyo systems, “Speed of 190
miles per hour” of TGV Trains in France, and
“Speed of 170 miles per hour” of Bullet Trains
in Japan, to name a few? Iam writing this article
about three modern public transit systems and a
national railroad with which I have been
professionally associated for a number of years.
The transit systems are MARTA in Atlanta
Georgia, MTA in the State of Maryland and
WMATA in Washirton DC and the nationai
ratiroad is AMTRA .. In this article I have
attempted to give a brief current update of these
systems in layman's language without giving too
much of technical details for the benefit of
general readers, including young ones who may
be interested in the exciting field of
transportation. A number of terms are being
used in this article. Let me first give the
definitions of those terms.

Public Transit System - A system owned,
controlled, or subsidized by any municipality,
county, regional authority, state, or other
governmental agency, including those operated or
managed by a private management firm under
contract to the government agency owner.
Right-of-way - Land occupied by a railroad or a
Heavy Rail - An clectric railway with the
capacity for a “heavy volume” of traffic and
characterized by exclusive rights-of-way, muiti-
cartrains,highspwdandrapidameleraﬁon,
sophisticated signaling, and high platform
loading. Also known as “subway,” “clevated
(railway)”, or “metropolitan railway (metro).”
Light Rail - An electric railway with a “light
volume” traffic capacity compared to “heavy
rail.” Light rail may use exclusive or shared
rights-of-way, high or low platform loading, and
multi~car trains or single cars. Also known as
“streetcar,” “trolley car,” and “tramway.”
Qmmutchail-Raﬂroadlocalandmgional
passenger train operations between a central city,
its suburbs, and/or another central city. It may
be either locomotive-hanled and self-propelled,
and is characterized by multi-trip tickets, specific
station-to-station fares, railroad employment
practices, and usually only one or two stations in
the central business district. Also known as
“suburban rail.”

Third Rail - Also known as Contact Rail.
Operable contact rail system consisting of
composite contact rail and all appurtenances
including protection equipment (coverboard) and
electrical connections, runs parallel to running
rail in the track bed. Traction pov ' is supplied
Unlinked Passenger Trips - The numt - of transit
vehicle boardings, including charter d special
trips. Each passenger is counted each time that
person pboards a vehicie,

Demand Response Vehicle - Non-fixed route
service utilizing vans or buses with passengers
boarding and alighting at pre-arranged times at
any location within the system’s service area.
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Fast Track Program - Accelerated program with
strategies designed to compress schedules and
reduce costs.

Inter-modal Transfer Points - Transfer points
between different types of tramsit, such as
between heavy rail and bus.

ADA - 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act
MARTA - Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit
Authority

MTA - Mass Transit Administration of
Maryland Department of Transportation
WMATA - Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority

AMTRAK - National Railroad Passenger
Corporation

FRA - Federal Railroad Administration

TGV - Train a Grande Vitesse

MAGLEV - Magnetic levitation in which very
powerful electromagnets lift passenger cars about
sixinchmaboveaguidewayandthcnpropcl
them at speeds up to 300 miles per hour.

MARTA

MARTA operates bus and metro transit services
in an 804 square mile service area that inciudes
Fulton and Dekalb counties and the City of
Atlanta, with a population of 125 million.
MARTA operates a fleet of 742 buses, 21
demand response vehicles, and 240 metro cars
and has an FY 1994 operating budget of $191 95
million. MARTA continues with the phased
development of a planned 61-mile, 45-station
metro system. Last year in June two new
stations opened in the East Line which extended
service by 3.1 miles. The 7.5 mile North Line
will be the next segment of the system to open.
Late last year MARTA announced an
acceleration of its schedule for completion of the
project, originally scheduled for May 1997.
Instead, the line and three new stations at
Buckhead, Medical Center, and Dunwoody
should open on June 15, 1996, in time for the
1996 Summer Olympics that will be held in
Atlanta. MARTA heavy rail system essentially
comsists of at-grade, aerial and subway sections
and cach station is architecturally different

Or. vice versa-is possible. Peachtree. Center
Smﬂm,bmdapmoxhnndylm&abebw
strealevel,hasamliquefmwminthatuposod
natural granite is visible to the riders in the
platform level. 750 Volt DC traction- power is
provided by “third rail.” As the rail system has
grown, MARTA has reoriented its bus services
to provide an integrated bus and rail system
designed to reduce travel times for downtown
uipsthroughtheuseofmilsystem;tomllom
busmilmpreviwslyusedfordowmown-orimd
line-haul service to new or expanded services in
suburbanmus;andtodevelopfeederbussystan
to improve cross-town and suburb-to-suburb
services. More than a dozen rail stations
function as free intermodal transfer points,
severa.lofthanwithanywherefrom9tollbus
routes. MARTA has also started to comply with
ADA requirements.

MTA

MTA operates transit services throughout the
staieofMaxylandandmwdingintoWashhgtm
and West Virginia. The agency operates a fleet
of 865 buses; 35 light rail and 100 metro
vehicles; 108 regional passenger rail cars; and 4
electric and 20 diesel-electric locomotives, with
an annual operating budget of $191.7 million.
Expansion work contimues for MTA's fast-
growing rail tramsit system.  Service was
extended over full 22.5 mile first phase of the
Central Light Rail Line in August of 1993,
Presently service is up to Timonium in the north
and Glen Burnie in the south of Baltimore. Work
i8 supposed to start soon for the second phase
whichwiﬂﬁnkTimoniumtoHuntValleyinthe
north, Linthicum to Baltimore-Washington
International Airport in the south, and extend
service to Pennsyivania Station in Baltimore,
This will expand light rail to its full planned 29-
mile length by 1997. 750 Volt DC traction
power for light rail is provided by overhead
trolley wire catenary system. Light rail vehicles
are capable of achieving speeds up to 55 miles
per hour. Light raii system essennaily consists of

at-gradc and a few aerial structures, with the

Creating a variety for the riders. Five Points
Station is the hub of the rail system where free
transfer from East-West line to North-South line

stations having simple shelter type construction.
ion is well advanced on a 1.5 mile, two
station extension of the Baltimore heavy rail
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system that will extend service from downtown
Baltimore to the Johns Hopkins University
medical center when it opens in mid-1995. 750
Volt traction power for heavy rail is provided by
“third rail.” MTA continues to add new motive
power and cars to serve one of the fastest
growing regional passenger rail riderships in the
USA. This year MTA will take delivery of 19
remanufactured diesel locomotives and plans to
order another 6 electric locomotives and 40 bi-
level passenger cars. Last year, MTA began
tests of an innovative traffic signal pre-emption
system for buses operating on Maryland Route 2
in the Baltimore-Annapolis corridor. The optical
communication system used gives operators a
capability to both extend a green signal for an
approaching bus and to ‘“queue jump” by
providing buses with an opportunity to move into
an intersection ahead of other vehicles. MTA has
already started to comply with ADA
requirements.

WMATA

WMATA provides transit service to 840.8
square miie service area that includes the District
of Columbia; Montgomery and Prince George's
counties in Maryland; and Arlington and Fairfax
counties, Fairfax City, Falls Church, and
Alexandria in Virginia. The population of this
service area is more than 3.2 million. WMATA
operates 764 metro vehicles and an active fleet of
1,439 buses and has a FY 1994 operating budget
of $615.9 million. With the opening of an 8-
mile, four station segment of the Green Line
between Greenbelt, Maryland, and a junction
with the Red Line at Fort Totten in DC last
December, WMATA compieted 89 miles of
Metro construction. WMATA is now pushing
ahead with a ten-year, $2.1 billion Fast Track
Program that will complete the final 13.5 miles
of a 103-mile heavy Metrorail system. WMATA
expects to complete the system in four segments
that are scheduled to open between 1997 and
2001. Construction is already underway for a
Blue Line extension to Franconia-Springfield.
Virginia; a Red Line extension from Wheaton to
Glenmont, Maryland; and a Green Line segment
between Fort Totten and U Street-Cardozo in
DC. 750-Volt DC traction power for the

metrorail system is provided by “third rail”
Metro vehicles are capable of achieving speeds
up to 75 miles per hour. WMATA pioneered the
use of flashing lights and distinctive edges to
wam visually and hearing impaired riders of
approaching trains. Now WMATA has started
tocm:plywﬂhADArcqummsigmgcand
was given time 1o test alternative platform edges.
Forest Glen station in Maryland is the deepest
station in the planned 103-mile system, requiring
high speed elevators instead of escalators to carry
passengers in 20 seconds to trains approximately
200 feet below Georgia Avenue. Wheaton
station in Maryland has 230-foot escalators, the
longest outside of St. Petersburg in Russia. A
notable feature of WMATA system is that all the
underground stations look alike with vaults with
coffered ceilings.  Apart from Fast Track
construction program, WMATA’s $764 million
fiscal 1994-1998 Capital Improvement Program
imludmﬁmdingforanowrhmﬂofthcsystm’s
original 298-car Metrorail fleet: rehabilitation of
oldest Metrorail stations; overhaul of older
elevators and escalators; renovation of 637
automatic fare collection gates and their data
systems; track, tunnel and right-of-way
rehabilitation; rehabilitation of automatic train
control equipment and communication systems.
Metrobus system capital projects include the
purchase of approximately 700 buses;
construction of Southeast replacement garage;
bus garage rehabilitation: and acquisition of a
state—of-ﬂm-arttadiosyszemforMmobussystun
and transit police.

AMTRAK

AMTRAK has developed an “incremental
approach” in connection with high speed rail.
This method avoids costly investment in new,
dedicated infrastructure. Tilt trains like
Sweden’s X2000 and Italy's Pendolino are
designed for this kind of service. Research has
shownthatiftmvelﬁmebetweencitypaimm
be maintained at three hours or less, many
traveiers wiii choose rai service over ariines.
Rechminguiptimcistheobjective,using
equipment that can negotiate existing rights-of-
myinlmsﬁnwthanconvmﬁonaleqm
Swedish State Railways chose this approach for
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its line between Stockholm and

using X2000 technology. AMTRAK’s 125-miles

per hour Metroliner is currently the only high
speed service in North America. Metroliners are
a significant part of the better-than 40% share of
the air/rail market that AMTRAK commands in
the 225-mile Washington, DC - New York City
portion of the Northeast Corridor (NEC).
AMTRAK is now working toward making its
231-mile New York - Boston NEC route as
competitive as New York - Washington DC In
December 1992, AMTRAK began a series of
equipment tests in the NEC in preparation for the
procurement of 26 high speed train sets, capable
of 150 miles per hour, that will be in service in
1997, the first step in what is envisioned as a
series of incremental improvements across the
USA.  This program inciuded demonstration
service of the X2000 and ICE (Inter City Express
of Germany), both of which became very popular
with Metroliner patrons. X2000 maintains its
fast schedule by tilting into curves, but it has a
top speed of a little over 150 miles per hour. The
ICEn*aincannotﬁ]xandmustslowforcm,
but its 13000-horsepower locomotives accelerate
out of curves like a jack rabbit. The ICE
normaily runs at a top speed of 175 miles per
hourandhastwtedmfastaszszmiwperhuur.
The train sets will be the basis for equipment that
can be used virtually anywhere on upgraded
nghts-of-way. Included in the procurement will
be 2 non-electric power units of either diesei-
electric or turbine propulsion. Purchase of this
train sets is part of $1.3 billion Northeast High
Speed Rail Improvement Project, which includes
extending electrificaion of the Northeast
Corridor north from New Haven, Connecticut to
Boston, and upgrading track and signaling to
accommodate speeds of up to 150 miles per hour.
New York - Boston travel time of less than three
hours is the goal. Also, since April 1 of this year
AMTRAK has been conducting six-month trial
with Spanish-built Talgo trains in Seattle-
Portland Corridor.  These trains tilt with
considerable more ease than X-2000. Although
AMTRAK is not involved, FRA. has recently

81 9
CONCLUSION
Construction- of the energy-efficient metrorail
systems in USA is being done utilizing most
modern techniques, including . New Austrian
Tunneling Method. It is a tribute to American
Engineering that after San Francisco’s 1989
Gnrﬂlquakc,thecity’spublicuansitsystunshnt
downﬂ)rmlyonehaur,withnomajordmgnto
the system. Also, after Janmary 1994 earthquake
in Los Angeles, Metrolink, the commmter rail
network, came to the rescue of most Southem
the repair and rehabilitation of the existing
Expansimofﬁxisﬁnghmvymﬂorlighmﬂ
Systems are currently under way in a mumber of
majorciﬁs,notableamgstthanareSan
Francisco BayAmhmvyrailsystan; Los
Angeles light rail and heavy rail systems;
Portland, Oregonlightrailsystem;St.I.mis,
l\ﬁssouxilightmilsystan;Dallas,Texaslight
rail system; San Diego, San Jose and Sacramento
light rail systems in California. Similarty,
nationwide a number of corridors have been
idenﬁﬁedforhighspwdrailservice, notable
amongst them are New York - Albany - Buffalo;
Miami - Orlando - Tampa: Dallas - Houston-
San Antonio - Austin; Vancouver - Seattle-
Portland;SanDiego-LosAngelu-San
Francisco-SaCtamano-Reno-LasVegas-
Phoenix - Orange County. High speed rail
ﬁmdingdoanot,atlmstforﬂ:eshort—tmlook
VEry promising. However,eﬂ'ortsarecmﬂnning
in particularly New York State, Washington
StateandFloxidaStatetowardtheabovegoals.
Texas high speed rail project, however,
encoumm-edscvmandpossiblyfatalﬁnaming
problems early this year. It has become
inﬂminglyclnrthatﬁmdingforhighspeedmﬂ
pmjeasnnxstoomeﬁmnacombinaﬁonofpublic
andprivatesmm,inviewofwhathappundin
Tmswhuvpﬁvamﬂnamingmorigimﬂy
desired. Imemaﬁmaﬂy,ncwmmmﬂsystuns
arebeingcmsunctedinannmberofciﬁa,
notable amongst them are n Athens, Greece;

Ankara, Tu;ksy,_'fmpen,—Imwan.—and—Mgm—

provided grants to construct and test a prototype
superconducting magnet designed for lifting and
guiding potential fiture MAGLEY trains.

Algeria. In Athens, archeological digs have
already impacted the construction schedule,
delayingbyoneymrthcstart—upofumneling

Brochure 1994
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operations, which began in May this year.
Construction has already started to build a
second Metro line in historic Cairo, Egypt.
Korea is going ahead for a new high speed rail
line between Seoul and Pusan utilizing TGV's
technology. In Italy, work started in April of this
year on the 204-km Rome - Naples high speed
rail line. In Spain, the Ministry of Transport
announced a national infrastructure plan that
includes several new high speed rail links. In
Holland,amuteforahighspeedmﬂlinelinhng
the Belgian border with Amsterdam has been
selected. Lastly, I must mention about our own
beloved Calcutta Metro, which is comparable
with any other good system in the world and has
a simple but unique feature of “Indian Music and
Film Video” in each station so that waiting
passengers in the platform level do not get bored

[~ B B WV S Sy ]
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1993 Transit Fact Book - American Public
Transit Association

The Washington Post dated November 20, 1971;
September 16, 1990; November 2, 1992; July
25, 1993; April 16, 1994 and July 8, 1994

ENR dated June 7, 1993 and August 23, 1993
The Sun dated March 30, 1992

Transit Connections dated March, 1994
Progressive Railroading dated June, 1994
Railway Age dated June, 1994 and August, 1994
World Tunneling dated February, 1994
Supertrains- Joseph Vranich

Article “Baltimore Central Light Rail Line:
Factors, Criteria Considered in the Development
of Master Schedule” by Sabyasachi Gupta
(Presented to PM.I Washington DC Chapter,
March, 1991)

and can have a good time!
Transit System / Mode Number of Routes | Route Miles Anmual Ridership
Railroad (Unlinked Passenger
Trips in Millions)
MARTA BUS 149 1,540 73.3
HEAVY RAIL 2| 40| | 66.8
TOTAL S1 5801 140.1
MTA BUS 1,425.2 88.0
COMMUTER BUS 6 929 1.1
(Operated with Private
Operators)
LIGHT RAIL 1 45 5.5
HEAVY RAIL 1 26.6 12.0
COMMUTER RAIL 3 373.4 45
28072 S
WMATA 2,770.0 132.6
1780 1495
2980t .. 2383
AMTRAK 25,000 22.0 (INNER
30.0 (CONTRACT
COMMUTER
SERVICES)
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Yes, It Is a Big THANK YOU
By Jayanti Lahiri

The three months of gorgeous Atlanta spring came and went but this year left me-
in a pensive mood. I was totally homebound, away from work. It would be ideal if it had
been just that, but instead I was recovering from very major surgery in excruciating pain
and spending sleepiess days and nights.

I always look forward eagerly to the arrival of spring. This year it came to me in a
totally different guise. One of the two windows of my bedroom where I was at this time,
opened out to nothing but green. Qak and hickory branches almost touched the window.
Looking out you saw nothing but tall trees with bright new green leaves, deep tangles of
vine and little bits of bright blue sky. Beyond our fence is a vast expanse of woods and if
you did not know, you would think you were in the middle of the biggest estate, miles
away from the nearest population. It was as quiet as you could imagine except for an
occasional airplane noise. Plethora of birds of all different plumes chirped away merrily
from early morning until nightfall. Once in a while I would venture out into the sunroom.
Oh, what a beautiful experience. Usual peace and quiet, green trees, fresh blooms in every
yard, children walking back from school. Gradually kids big and small from the entire
neighborhood would flock into our little cul-de-sac - on bicycles, on rollerblades, in
strollers being pushed by mothers. Occasionally a toddler or two would toddle away into
the driveway, mothers running after them to catch them and bring them back. These
sights I have missed before, having been away at work. In spite of all my physical pain
and discomfort, there surely was a sweet side to my long recovery at home.

The best experience of this period has been with friends and family. Our two
children, who live far from us in faraway cities, have called long distance, every day, some
days more than once, to cheer up, to encourage, to raise spirits, or maybe just to listen
patiently to what I had to say. Every weekend I have had numeroug phone calls from
friends and family, old and young, far and near. Flowers flowed in, cards and good wishes
too many to mention. The sweetest experience was food from friends. They have cooked
large quantities of the most delectable foods and brought for us over and over again. QOur
freezer and refrigerator have been stuffed with food and we have eaten well.

I always knew I had a great family. I do not intend to embarrass my husband who
for the first time in his life has had to do all the cooking, cleaning, shopping, washing,
taking care of an almost totally immobile wife, besides his regular office job. He is a great
fun-loving person who likes to 8o places, visit people, eat out, and enjoy life. For over
three months, hehasledamostmundanelifepossibleand never complained.
Our son has visited so many weekends, drivi g over seven hundred miles round-trip, to be
with me, to cook for us, to clean for us. Our daughter and her family came back to the
country after a long sojourn in Europe, and while still in the settling down process, made a
long plane trip down south with our precious little grandson, took us out for a grand
Father’s Day treat, and brought real spring into the house. Everybody pitched in and
made my life not only bearable but almost enjoyable through this long time. I am so glad

4lmmmmi&behin¢m&new&ﬂdﬁuwwmﬂﬁyvagﬁm YOU 1o everybody that
has taught me to see how nice people can be and most importantly how blessed I am.
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Early Evening

Please do not turn on the T.V.

It is time for the local evening news.
Haven’t we seen enough of

The trials of O.J. Simpson?

Nor do I want to know

The gory details of today’s

Inevitable murders, arsons,

Rapes, and accidents.

What’s the point? - Do you remember
Last week’s? Is it any different from
Yesterday’s slaughter, fire, assaults, and collisions?
Just change in your imagination the
Location and a few minor details and
You get the same story of waste,
Destruction, agony, and misery.

Let the T.V. remain silent.

Let us step out of the house to the green grass
Where trees rustle in the wind and

The birds sing. It feels good.

You and I are alive and have each other.
All is beautiful.

—Pranab Lahiri
Untitled 1
Old poetry like old beer
Flat and stale,

Smelling sharp, cheap as a light
Blue polyester suit in sunlight.
This new poetry is hard -

Its rhythms ring unfamiliar

To ears despairing for hope,
Reduced to celebrating monotony.
Wring unfamiliar pain,

Tears too long dammed -

Swelled, rent, bring ease

And shatter all the old idols.

—Yasho Lahiri
(New York)

Untitled 2

It has been quite lonely here

Alone with only thoughts of you.

My smiles not quite smiles,

But brief moments when my

Whole and potent yearning

For you - touch, feel, hear -

Is interrupted but briefly

And the longing for you

Momentarily diverted,

Much as a piece of paper may -

For a while - hide a candle flame

Yet only to erupt enflamed.

Like the ascetics search and wait

For divine revelation,

I have been single-minded,
devout,

Unceasing in my quest.

This so-ordinary life has been

The torture chamber

To try my soul, to test its mettle.

I emerge, as from fire,

Wholly pure, with new vision -

My love eniarged, my heart

Yearning with ever greater vigor

To test the claims that may

Yet restrain from wholly loving -

A new Prometheus, a new Dante,

The same immortal, unchanging

seatrice.

—Yasho Lahiri
(New York)
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Y OWR PARADISE

When gloom and Sadness fill my day. I wander
through a mysterious forest to discover nature's
beauty. Hovering over me. the thick oak trees form a
canopy fto shelter the ground. The Sun's luminous
rays shine through the cracks in the canopy. giving
enough light fo let the flowers bloom.' . Below me. the
colors of violet. fuchsia. and magenta sprout from the
ground. Beneath my feet. the Soff pillows of grass
comliort each step I take. *' 0 T

Rainbow-colored butterflies’ dance through the air
Searching for nectar.  Harmiess insects linger around
my Tace. while other ‘creatures flee. from the noise I
make. AR a BT g e

The faint sound of birds singing. their melodious
funes calms the forest's eerie mood. .ZAll around me,
the soff wind whispers:through the frees.. The sound
of a nearby: waterfall soothes me-as. the continuing
humming of bees tickles my ¢ars. = %

g o

As J journey deeper into the Torest. I notice the
pafches of azaleas blooming near a brook. 9n my
leit. a carpet of clovers invites me fo sif down and
enjoy the view. To the right of the clovers. a path of
red ants feverishly gather their lunch.

The sky's blue-green shade colors the Earth's
atmosphere as blue Jays head toward fheir Tavorite
drinking spot. - Scattered clouds seem fro envelop the
world's problems and the Peacefulness of the forest

takes my gloom away.

Randini Banik
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Confidence

The others don’t praise us

They just make a fuss

We know that we are better

We have all the trust

The trust that we can do it

The faith that we can overcome obstacles
And the things that get in our way

That is what makes us better

That is all there is to say.

—Rajarshi Gupta
(Columbia, MD)

What It’s Like in Japan

The man from Japan

who had a tan

ran over the fan

and said, “Ban those
golden cans.” “No,” said
the fan, “until you

shine the pans inside

the red and white van.”

~Priyvanka Mahalanobis
(Age 9)

Cake

I like cake!
It is not good for you,
It has sugar in it.
I like big cakes,
I like little cakes.

They all taste good, even cupcakes.

When you go to a store,
You will find birthday cakes!

~Joe Bhaumik
(Age 8)

Page 32
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Drawing

- Marijorie Sen
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Three
One
Two
Then
One
Didn't
Then
They

The Three Little Butterflies "

little butterflies resting on a log

]

slipped off and fell into a pond

little butterfiies flying in the sky |
came a bird and ate one butterfly .

little butterfly as scared as can be,

have friends and wasn't happy

came some butterflies to be his frieng

| ]

did, and now it's the end

Written by Pia Basuy
Illustrated by Rahul Basu
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When My Stuffed Animals Came To Life
Pia Basu

One day as I was doing my homework I felt something pulling my leg. I thought it was
my dog, but when I looked down I saw Honey, my stuffed bear pulling my leg.
“Goodness Gracious,” I screamed.

Then Honey said, “Pia, why are you screaming?” “Because I don’t know that stuffed
animals could move and talk,” T said in a soft voice. “How did you get real?”” “Well it all
happened like this,” Honey started. He told me that Spark made him and all the other
stuffed animals real. “Who is Spark?” I asked. “One of my friends,” said Honey. He said
“Only stuffed animais could see him but humans couidn’t.”

I asked Honey, “Where are the other stuffed animals?” Honey lead me into the closet and
said “Each stuffed animal has something to tell you.” “What do you have to tell me?” I
asked them. “What we don’t like when we are not alive,” Jessica the stuffed cat
answered. Jessica said she didn’t like it when super puppy rode on her and called her
Super Kitty.

The pink elephant, Winnie the Pooh, Tony the tiger, and more stuffed animals said they
didn’t like sitting on a shelf all the time. They wanted me to move them around
sometimes. I told them, “I’ll be sure to move you around everyday.” Honey and his sister
Happy said they didn’t like being smashed under the pillows and told me to cuddle them.

We played in the park after coming home from school. I also played school with them.
At night I slept with all of them.

One day when I came home from school I didn’t see any stuffed animals. “Where did they

go?” I asked my parents. But they didn’t know. My parents said, “Don’t worry they’ll be
back.”

I was very sad. “Where could they have gone?” I thought. When I was lying in my bed, I
heard some voices. “They’re back,” I said. “Where have you all been?” I asked. “We
went to see other stuffed animals,” said Winnie the Pooh. “That’s all right but always let
me know when you go somewhere.”

I told them I would not do the things that made them feel bad anymore. The stuffed
animals said “Spark is here to change us back into stuffed toys again.” “Will you be alive
again?” I asked. “Yes,” they said. “Every month Spark will make us real” I was sad
they wouldn’t move and talk for a month, but also happy they would be real every month.
When they did tumn real I played new games with them and we had the most wonderful

limes of our lives.
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Birds of Prey
Rahul Basu

Birds of prey eat other birds, mice, rats, rabbits, hares, sloth, fish, snakes, insects, and eat
dead animals. All birds of prey can fly. All have keen eyesight. Some have VERY sharp
talons (claws), and have hooked beak for tearing meat.

Eagles, Hawks and Falcons

The bald eagle is the national bird of the USA. The bald eagle is also known as a fish
eagle. The bald eagle lives near water. So it eats fish. Nests of bald eagies are very large.

The golden eagle lives in North America, Europe and Asia only in the mountains. It gets
its name from the shiny feathers on its head and shoulders. It has a wingspan of seven
feet!

The harpy eagle is the largest eagle. Because it is the largest eagle it eats parrots and
sloth. It lives in the rain forest.

The American kestrel is the smallest hawk in the USA. Its favorite foods are mice,
sparrows and grasshoppers.

The red-tailed hawk gets its name from its red tail. It lives in wooded areas of North
America. Other kinds of hawks are the sparrow hawk and the broad-winged hawk.

The peregrine falcon can fly 200 miles per hour when attacking prey! Once many died
from pesticide poisoning. When these falcons ate birds or insects that were sprayed with

pesticide, they died or laid eggs that would not hatch. Another kind of falcon is the prairie
falcon.

Kites
The swallow tailed kite eats and takes a bath while flying. Other kinds of kites are the
Mississippi kite, snail kite and curved billed kite.

Vultures

The Andean condor is the largest flying bird. It has a wingspan of 12 feet! It lives in the
Andes mountains of South America.

The California condor is on the verge of extinction. That means not many are left. Itisa

slow breeder laying only 2 eggs each season after it is 6 years old. Other kinds of vultures
are turkey and black vultures.

The snowy owi lives in Alaska and Canada. They have yellow eyes and white and black

feathers. Other kinds of owls are elf owi — the smallest owl, long eared owl and the short
eared.

Page 36
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Entertainment Program - October 8, 1994

4:00 PM
1. Opening Song - Polly Bhattacharyya
2. Garbha Dance - Aditi, Alpa, Arti, Gouri, Radha, Rashi, Sujata, Sumita
3. Recitation - Rajib Bhattacharyya
4. Folk dance - Choreographed by Kakoli Pal
5. Vocal - Madhumita Chatterji
6. Group Dance - Atasi, Priyanka, Rinita, Zinnia
7. Vocal - Saibal Sen Gupta
8. Instrumental - Sitar: Meghna Kulkarni

- Tabla: Anil Sharma

9. Vocal - Indrani Ganguli
10. Bharatnatyam Dance - Choreographed by Kakoli Pal
11. Vocal - Nilanjana Chatterji
12. Vocal - Asok Basu

13."Swapna Noy" Folk Dance - Arti, Atasi, Bipasha, Madhumanjari, Mahua,
Marjorie, Priyanka, Sarmishtha, Sutapa, So
Choreography and Direction: Shyamoli Da.s
Narration: Saibal Sen Gupta
Script: Samar Mitra
Instrumental Music: Amitava Sen

INTERMISSION

14. Bengali Play "Bharate Chai" - Atlanta Group
by Narayan Gangopadhyay

Page 38 L ITH
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Bharate Chai
Synopsis of the Bengali play by Narayan Gangopadyay

Bharate Chai, which literally translated means “Tenant Wanted,” is a humorous play
with many characters. The principal characters of the play are Bhupen, the landlord,
and his nephew Gablu. They have advertised for renting a room and are visited by a
series of prospective tenants. First comes Ramram who wants free use of the room for a
neighborhood card playing club. Ramram is followed by Mr. Gupta and his valet Kanai.
They want the room to keep their eight dogs. They are followed respectively by a
theatrical group, a lunatic who thinks he is Emperor Shah Jehan, and a married couple —
Krishnadas and Bishakha — who become engaged in a furious domestic quarrel. Gablu
wants his uncle to give the room for free to a neighborhood public library but Bhupen
insists on being paid rent. Then follow the other prospective tenants, namely three
women who want to start a dance school, and a Swami and his disciples who want to
establish an ashram (of course, rentfree). Then Ramram, who having been turned down
is mad at Bhupen, invites a large group of people to hold a funeral meeting in Bhupen’s
room. In the end however, Gablu plays a master trick and Bhupen has no choice but to
agree to let the neighborhood library use the room rentfree.

Cast (in order of appearance)

Bhupen - Samarendranath Mitra Sheila - Achira Bhattacharyya
Gablu - Soumya Kanti Das Ella - Shyamoli Das
Ramram - Pranab Lahiri Ivy - Sushmita Mahalanobis

Mr. Gupta - Somnath Mishra

Kalikananda - Jayanta Mahalanobis

Kanai - Sanjib Datta Shyamacharan - Robi Shankar Basu

Sidhu - Amitava Sen Harakali - Swapan Bhattacharyya

Kelo - Sanjib Dutta Bamacharan - Somnath Mishra

Naresh - Swapan Bhattacharyya Nitai - Debankur Das

Paresh -P. K. Das Dashu - Swapan Bhattacharyya

Shajahan - Pranab Lahiri Janardan -P. K. Das

Krishnadas - Bijan Prasun Das Bijoy - Sanjib Dutta

Bishakha - Kalpana Das Kripashindhu - Robi Shankar Basu

Nantu - Amitava Sen Sujoy - P. K. Das

Shantu - Robi Shankar Basu Ajoy - Swapan Bhattacharyya
Direction - Jayanti Lahiri

Brochure 1994
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Special Thanks for Decoration, Food, Costume, Video, and other help to:

Achira Bhattacharya Kalpana Das Sandipan Mitra
Amitava Sen Kalpana Ghosh Sanjib Datta
Anjali Dutta Krishna Sen Gupta Shanta Gupta
Arati Mishra Madhumanjari Ghosh Sharmistha Das
Asok Basu Mamata Basu Shyamoli Das
Bijan Prasun Das Mamata Ghorai Sibani Chakravorty
Bipasa Ghosh Maya Mukherji Soma Datta
Bula Gupta Mimi Sarkar Somnath Mishra
Chaitali Basu Pran Paul Sougata Mukherjea
Debankur Das Pranab Lahiri Sujata Mitra
Dharmajyoti Bhoumik Priya Kumar Das Susmita Mahalanobis
Dolly Dey Rekha Mitra Sutapa Das
Ira Mukherjee Rupak Das Suzanne Sen
Jayanti Lahiri Saibal Sen Gupta Swapan Bhattacharya
Kakoli Paul Samar Mitra
PUJARI
Atlanta, Georgia
Statement of Accounts
1993 DURGA PUJA AND LAKSHMI PUJA

! RECEIPTS EXPENSES
Balance from 1993 Saraswati Puja $1,602.18|ICRC Hall Rental & Security Guard $690.00
Donations $3,567.25|Saris for Pratimas $50.00
Advertisement $100.00|Decoration/Program $367.78
TOTAL RECEIPTS $5,269.43|Van Rental $154.89
LESS EXPENSES ($3,280.14)(Prasad & Food $1,794.73
BALANCE $1,989.29|Miscellaneous $222.74

|TOTAL EXPENSES $3,280.14

1994 SARASWATI PUJA
RECEIPTS EXPENSES

Balance from 1993 Durga Puja $1,989.29(ICRC Hall Rental, Annuai Donation
Donations $1,066.00 and Security Guard $445.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS $3,055.29|Decoration $53.00
T.ESS EXPENSES ($966.50)|Prasad and Food $376.50
BALANCE $2,088.79|Miscellaneous $92.00

TOTAL EXPENSES $966.50
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Drawing - Mimi Sarkar
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Vitha Jewelers, Inc.

A Trusted Name in Jewelry for Over 18 Years
LONDON o NEW YORK o ATLANTA o CHICAGO
A large collection of 22 KT Gold Jewelry in Indian Artistic Designs
* RINGS * CHAINS * PENDANTS * NECKLACES *
* MANGALSUTRA * WEDDING BANDS *
* BABY RINGS AND BRACELETS *
* 4 PIECE SETS *
24 KT Gold Bars, Coins, Bangles and Chains
Fine quality CZ Jewelry in 22 KT and Much, Much More

MAIL ORDERS ACCEPTED o REPAIRS DONE ON PREMISES

SHOWROOMS
NEW YORK ATLANTA CHICAGO
Rajsun Plaza, 37-11 74th St., Suit 1594 Woodcliff Dr., Suite B 2851 West Devon Ave.
Jackson Hts, NY 11372 Atlanta, GA 30329 Chicago, IL 60659
(718) 672-GOLD (404) 320-0112 (312) 764-4735
(718) 672-8146 (404) 3200287 (312) 764-4701

FRESH GOAT * LAMB * BEEF * CHICKEN

GEORGIA HALAL MEAT

1594 Woodcliff Drive - Suite C
Atlanta, GA 30329

ABBAS MOMIN

(404)315-7224




DEBJANI & SUBHASHISH
204 Summer Wind Drive
Jonesboro, GA 20236

AKMAL, NILA & MUSHARATUL HUQ
4300 STEEPLE CHASE DRIVE
POWDER SPRING, GA 30073
(404) 439-7308

BANDYOPADHYAY, NARAYAN & ANIMA
18649 Hidden Hills Drive

N. Augusta, SC 29841
(8602)278-2707

BANDYOFADHYAY, RANJIT & CHHANDA
2622 Pebble Beach Drive

Martinez, GA 30907

(706) 668-7627

BANDYOFPADHYAY, SWAPAN & SUCHIRA
461 Creek Ridge

Martinez, GA 30907

(404) 8668-8300

BANERJEE. MR. & MRS. SUBIR
4533 SHERRY LANE

HIXSON, TN 375343

(615) 870-2373

BANERJEE, SUKUMAR & NIBEDITA
723 Jones Creek

Evans, GA 30809

(706) 855-7268

BANERJI, SHIBESH K.
Country Club, 3260 F Medlock Bridge
Norcross, GA 50092

BANIK, DR. & MRS, NAREN N.
2337 STEVENSON DRIVE
CHARLESTON, 5C 29414
(803)571-6010

BASU. MADHUMITA & ASIS
1620 Rosewood Drive
Griffin, GA 30223

BASU, MAMATA & ASOK KUMAR
494 RUE MONTAIGNE

STONE MOUNTAIN, GA 30083
(404)292-8323

BASU, ROBI & CHOITALI

208 HILL TOP DRIVE
PEACHTREE CITY, GA 20269
(404) 487-4922

BATRA, RAJIV & MIRA
1766 COVENTRY ROAD
DECATUR. GA 30030
(404)373-4277

BHARGAVE, JAGAN
8232 CARLTON ROAD
RIVERDALE, GA 30296
(404) 471-4418

BHATTACHARYYA. MR. & MRS, NRIPENDRA
122 ASHLEY CIRCLE # 3

ATHENS, GA 30605

(404) 543-8333

BHATTACHARY YA, MUNNA & SWAPAN
6480 Calamar Drive
Cummings, GA 30130

BHATTACHARYYA. PARNA
150 E Rutherford Street
Athens, GA 30605
(706)613-0987

BHATTACHARYYA, RASH & SUJATA
710 LOUIS DRIVE

WEAVER, AL 36277
(205)820-4229

BHATTACHARYYA. SUDHAMOY
4616 MULBERRY CREEK DRIVE
EVANS, GA 30809

(706) 855-8515

BHAUMIK, DHARMAJYOTI
185 Pine Club Lane
Alpharetta, GA 20202

BHAUMIK, MAHASWETA
4251 Revere Circle
Marietta, GA 30062

BHOWMICK, NEIL
145-B Sandburg Street
Athens, GA 30605

BISWAS, TAPATI & ALOKE
4742 N. Landing Place
Marietta, GA 20066

BISWAS. TARUN KUMAR
4001 Pelman Road #11&
Greer, 5C 29650

BOSE, ARINDAM

25544 Georgia Tech Station
Atlanta, GA 30232

(404) 875-1241

BOSE, NANDITA & ANIL K.
315 Kingsway

Clemson, SC 22631
(603) 654-4898

CHACRABORTY. BENU GOPAL & SHIBAN!
1600 Louise Drive
Jacksonville, Al 36265

CHAKRABORTY, CHITRA & RANES
5049 CHEROKEE HILLS DRIVE
SALEM, YA 24153

(703) 380 2362

CHAKRAVARTI, BULBUL & DEB NARAYAN
1360 Star Cross Drive
Vestavia Hills, AL 26801

CHAKRAVORTY, MRS, SRIPARNA
164 Rivoli Landing
Macon, GA 31210
(912) 474-5390

CHAKRAYORTY, SATYA
2000 Esquire Circle
Kennesaw, GA 30144

CHOWDHURI. KANIKA & DILIP
9404 Ashford Place
Brentwood, TN 37027
(615) 370-3575

CHOWDHURY, DR & MRS TARUNK.
3268 Castlewood Parkway
COLUMBUS, GA 31907

(404) 561-2558

DAS, ANJANA & ASHIT
&79 Tahoe Way
Roswell, GA 30076
(404)642-9666

DAS, DR. K. K.
620 Peachtree Street N.E. Apt # 613
Atlanta, GA

DAS, KALPANA & DR. BIJAN P.
1264 CHALMETTE DR.
ATLANTA, GA 30306

(404) 874-7880

DAS, LEKHA & AJIT
1282 Chapel Hill Court
Marietta, GA 30060

DAS, NIRMAL
109 Teressa Drive
Statesboro, GA 304586

DAS, NIRMAL & ASHIMA
5110 MAIN STREAM CIRCLE
NORCROSS, GA 30092
(404) 446-5691

DAS, SHARMISTHA & DEBANKUR
500 North Side Circle #DD3
Atlanta, GA 30309

DAS, SHYAMOLI & P. K.
4515 HOLLISTON ROAD
DORAVILLE, GA 30360

(205 425-2629
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DAS, SUTAPA & SOUMYA KANTI
1476 Country Squire Court
DECATUR, GA 30033

(404) 426-1676

DATTA, BAISHALI & GOURISHANKAR
102 College Station Road #F 109
Athens, GA 30605

DATTA, HARINARAY AN
Dept. of Statistics, Univ. of Georg
Athens, GA 30602

DATTA, SOMA & SANJIB
250 Brookmont Drive
Marietta. GA 30064
(404)590-0106

DATTA GUFPTA, INDRANI & RANJAN
215 Weatherwood Circle
ACQWERTH, GA 30201

DE. SWADESH

Medical Coll. Apt #D 11609 Ferneal
Augusta, GA 20904
(404)736-2315

DEBSIKDAR, NUPUR & JAGADISH C.
4546 Trappeurs Crossing
Tuscaloosa, AL 35405
(205)556-3546

DESAI, PRATEEN & VIBHA
822 WESLEY DRIVE NW
ATLANTA, GA 30305
(404) 351-78862

DESHFANDE. N. U.
122 State Street
Atlanta, GA 30318

DHRUV. Mrs. SUHAS
4279 LEHAVEN CIRCLE
TUCKER, GA 30084
(404) 493-7197

DUTTA. ARUN & MALLIKA
4217 DUNWOODY ROAD
Martinez, GA 30907
(706) 666-5373

DUTTA, M. C.
1041 STAGE ROAD
AUBURN, AL 36830
(205) 826-3921

DUTTA, RAJK.
UD I Box # 7867
Fitzgerald, GA 31750

FENTON., DR. J.
4040 Stone Cypher Road, NE
Suwanee. GA 30174

.-I ) 3 - F

GANGULY, AMITAVA & INDRANI
511 Cambridge Way

Martinez, GA 30907

(706) 660-5586

GANGLULY, PRABIR
1004 Bellreive Drive
Aiken, SC 298603

GHORAI. Dr & Mrs SUSHANTA
1430 MERIWETHER ROAD
MONTGOMERY, AL 36117
(205)277-2848

GHOSH, KALPANA
1833 Perny Lane
Marietta. GA 20067

GHOSH. LEENA & DIPANKAR
5239 Jameswood Lane
Birmingham. AL 35244

GHOSH. MR & MRS. KANAI
213 MELYIN ROAD
MONROEVILLE, AL 26460

GHOSH. PARTHA
P.0.BOX# 1122 TUSKEGEE UNIVERSITY
TUSKEGEE, AL 260868

GUPTA. KIRIT]

946 BINGHAM LANE

STONE MOUNTAIN. GA 30083
(404) 296-7244

GUPTA, MUKUT & BULA

107 BATTERY WAY
PEACHTREE CITY, GA 30269
(404) 487-9877

GUPTA, SABYASACHI
5571 YANTAGE POINT ROAD
COLUMBIA, MD 21044

(301) 740-4367

KADABA, PRASANNA Y,
1071 Farkland Run
Smyrna, GA 300862

KAKATL MANJULA & NABAJYOTI
1029 Valiey Forge Road
Tuscaloosa, AL 35406

KAPAHI SUNIL & RITA.
4642 DELLROSE DR.
DUNWOODY, GA 20338
(404) 394-1851

LAHIRI, MANIKA & SAMIR
904 BURLINGTON DRIVE
EVANS. GA 30809
(706) 868-5527
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LAHIR], PRANAB & JAYANTI
1742 RIDGECREST CT.
ATLANTA, GA 30307
(404) 378-0315

LAHIRIL, YASHO
174 Pacific Street #2C
Brookiyn, NY 11201

LASKAR, DR. RENU

112 E BROOK. WOOD DR.
CLEMSON, SC 29631
(803) 654-2724

MAHALANABIS, SUSHMITA & JAYANTA
1512 Moncrief Circle

DECATUR, GA 30033
(404)9086-2168

MAITI, SUMITA & BISWAJIT
105 College Station Road
Athens. GA 30605

MAJUMDAR. KRISHNA & ALOK K.
2610 Fauelle Circle
Huntsville, AL 25801

MAZUMDAR. CHAITAL! & ASHOR ROY
2000 Woodlake Dr. #201
Palm Bay, FL 22905

MISHRA, ART! & SOMNATH
2867, 14th Street N.W. Apt#7
Atlanta, GA 30318

(404) &72-1895

MITRA, DR, A.

706 Patrick Road
AUBURN, AL 268630
(201) &&7-8111

MITRA, REKHA & DR. SAMARENDRA
1366 EMORY ROAD

ATLANTA, GA 30306
(404)378-9850

MITRA, SHARMILA & PRASANTA
1909 Crapenyrtle Green
Huntsville, AL 35803

MITRA, STEPHANIE & KIN
155 Spalding Ridge Way
Durwoody, GA 20350
(404) 396-4922

MUKHERJEE. DR. HARSHA N.
1505 E. 7th STREET
COOKEVILLE, TN 38501
(615) 526-5936

MUKHERJEE, DR. NANDALAL & MAYA
2320 Rock Creek Drive
REX, GA 20273



MUKHERJEE, PARTHA & SREELEKHA
2045 PHEASANT CREEK DR.
MARTINEZ. GA 30907

(706) 860-1332

MUNSHI, DR. MOINUDDIN
2010 CURTISDRIVE, APT L - 4
ATLANTA, GA 30319

PADHYE, ARVIND & SUDHA
2956 WIND FIELD CIRCLE
TUCKER. GA 30084
(404) 939-1478

PATHAK, DR. N.
324 Seminole Dr.
Montgomery, AL 36117

PAUL, PRAN & KAKOLI
917 Burlington Court
EVANS. GA 50809
(706) 860-3121

PUROKAYASTHA. JOYDEEP
1721 North Decatur Road, Apt #711
Atlanta. GA 20307

RAKKHIT, KALPANA
63 Suffolk Road
Aiken. 5C 298603

RAO. GIRIRAJ & CAROLINA
705 NILE DRIVE
ALPHARETTA, GA 30201
(404) 993-5263

RAY, APURBA & KRISHNA
1276 VISTA VALLEY DRIVE NE
ATLANTA, GA 30329

(404) 325-4473

RAY, DILIP & KRISHNA
3404 LOCHRIDGE DR.
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35216
(205)979-5968

RAY.PRATIMA & TAPAS
45 Bradley Street
Clemson. SC 29631

RAY, RATNA

2008 University Boulevard
Birmingham, AL 35233
(208)975-1823

ROY, BAIDYAN. & BHARATI
710 Whittington's Ridge
Evans. GA 208609

(706) 868-8233

SACHDEVA, K. L.
5077 NORTH REDAN CIR
STONE MOUNTAIN, GA 30088

SAHA, JIT

27404 Georgia Tech Station
Atlanta, GA 30332
(404)676-1082

SAHA. RAMA & ANUJ
610 Spring Creek Lane
Martinez, GA 30907

SAHA, RIMA & SUSHANTA
3470 Vicki Court
Duluth, GA 30136

SAM. SAM

1220 Terramont Drive
Roswell, GA 30076
(404)992-7098

SAMADDAR, SUJIT & GITA
166 Stone Mill Drive
Martinez, GA 30907
(404) 668-9936

SARKAR, SUSHMITA & SUBHASHISH

1002 Healey Apt., 00 Home Park Ave

Atlanta, GA 30318

SEN. DR. JAYANTA & SANTA
4524 Amanda Lane

Evans, GA 30809

(706) 8663-8450

SEN. SUZANNE & AMITAVA

945 Nottingham Drive
AYONDALE ESTATES, GA 30002
(404)294-6060

SENGUPTA, KRISHNA & SUHAS
1692 MONCRIEF CIR.
DECATUR, GA 30033

(404) 934-3229

SENGUPTA. MINATI & MRIDUL
208 Queen Bury Drive #4
Huntsville, AL 35802

SENGUPTA. SAIBAL

SM Waterfront Club Drive
Lithia Springs. GA 30057
(404) 819-1213

SHARMA. KANIKA & ABANI
12302 Braxted Drive
Orlando, FL 32821

SINGH, MRS, MEENA

2403 OLD CONCORD ROAD AFT# 301D

SMYRNA, GA 30052
(404) 436-7705

SINHA, UDAY
145 CAMP DRIVE
CARROLTON. GA 30117
(404) 834-8252

SRIVASTAVA.NEETA & APURVA
2602 Noble Ridge Drive
Durwoody, GA 30338

(404) 452-0693

TALUKDAR. BAREN & GITANJALI
119 Sigman Flace

Martinez, GA 30907

(404) 866-7933

TALUKDAR, PAULA & PRADIP
2032 Preston Station
Hixon, TN 37343

VIRDI, PARAMUIT SINGH
2550 Akers Mill Road #E-31
Atlanta, GA 30339

WATT, P. LALI & IAN
&1 Chilton Lane
Wilmette, L 60091
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