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A UHIQUIE W EERPGRT

Fuija, '.u,li..}.l_ n,mq'shpp; Feverentidl Sbaarvama; & lasiaval.
[Sans. paja, worship)

The definelion e [rom Chambets Julls Century Jact Lonary. e
is published im Edinburgh, Scotland snd 12 very well regardad uy
IEF G WSdrs 4 & Cloal and previse worK. And ohe el lma i 4 iven
abive | precica) the entesplogy Clearly sl correclly stabed.

Bat think [opr 3 sompenl abogl Wliab This neans., Disasucu ial e
Yyour mire, L You cean, (ria dall yoa know Sbowt ©he Pisjas lmwaeg ing
yoursclt 45 4 natewe Sf Svotland, and Ehe dulinil ien above g5 your
Shla Guidea. YHOrERIE®. PRuGTAnE Gl Abservance®. A foalival®
What would b el you?

To kiow Ehis you have Eo know the people amd the place,
Buntiand 18 & Ccountry Wwhich Ras Daan Gpgreseed by s -t'nq||,|'|
REIQRDSr &% &4 NALEE Of SQwise, amsl beecomr & [eCCia T T |
cymical am Che procass. (0= religion 15 protestanl osm, which aw
& Sparse, DAre F@jeltoen el Lie Coathodiy maer.  Tla- TRV g PRy SR B
Gf & fully clothed alter, fhe swell .l edbll of a Gremirian
chant, afe SIRSgether € aoe. oo Oubenlat ioaes, Tur 0 FEol s il
Far rather s wimpal e wosideil Liutholims  ied G0F) aimitd et B s Fd kil e (TN

A3 Loa-bed W nuoes Chis el . faa b U e gid fikcd SeldWh,  Pia  §aRRERE s
[arel Therelare Simbfel) sed b insge buTwowin 0 dein onsd liin ik,
Except, of voures, the Minizbur. Tlisr Midhanebus om Ll sl il hOR

through whicvh the Mord of ol o8 henmcisl 00 Che Faithilial, Bour
altar Bour, at every Suralsy Scimon. Al §bae Wicsoasl s wlwsyu Che
Sams: Do kol beckelide or bhe wiath ol iGod will Le pEan e I
this stark windswspt place pul igion 15 o duty, o oomsistent Mianjif g
torment, anid, sRpecially, & burden. Mevel 4 pleature, @=i00e
pleasure is sisost certain o oo sinful.

Take this backgrousd (Which | sust say @5 4 one-sided
encapsulation of & harsher port of SCOLLands* church] and agd The
dafinlEion of "puja, Firstly "worship®. That s BOnELRLnG Chak
bhappens in & church every Sumday, led bLy Ethe MWinssler.
“Reverential observance®. This must be something |ike absery ing

Eastar Sunday or CRristmas day. Finally, the reall ¢ | e, ®a
festival™, MBaL N the world dues Sgestival® | I3 Wikl
vorship? Thase two ere, fium this posst  wi o alimasluila

oppos ibes. *Fest ival" conjours i Em ol ol Biel. e e,
fArinking, |echery, debouchery, ':fﬂl -:?Il-l & ST u.,u,.li.;l Al B
consider E alongsde wirahip as he would plan o ke Torsbed L N WMV
a4 Whorshouse. (& yentler Scot might we ) plan swch o Bilile reading
but thatl's ancEher Stdocy).

LS oasy o 000 Chal from this POORE ol & i o cdl sapesr el dad
by the “;'_l'“l“'ll of lile, Spacy ond experience = Chi ek it oo
af “puja 1= 4t Dbest, mcaningluss. ammd ot wialf kb, wisgplelaly
-“.Hd':"‘ The SenCion of “testival™ in e wane Lreath as
Ueorship® will conjure up all sorts of daek, wrdith-likeé imepes aof
pagan célebrations, fertility rites, am Savage blood- (e imgs; 4l
tﬂ:“? alien To the clean Lorubbaeld, gullt Beirdefned Protestant
=T I



s

But, on the other hand, hers | am. I am Scottish and
Protestant [at least by bicen and  apbe i g ing) | I lived thers
®oaking up the local mores and mors} codes, wntil at least my
tuwontieth birthday, But [ jove the Pujas. 1 Jows tha light amd
Ehi happiness, the Calebration ana Ehe oy, Most of ajl the
Apparent fact that religlon, love, happiness and Family alil sesn
Lo be LEying Lo coms Logether. Success IS rarely complets but ths
Potential and tha effort are there, The chants of the devout
inlersparsed with the shouts of childran playing, are to ma what
raligion, and jt's obEsrvance, are al]l about, NOt & harsk burden,
but & part of life, family ama lowes,

In all this of course, | am sej)) n outsider looking in. oOne
in a privileged posit on, Without & doubk, but st 3 newcaomer,
with the wComEr"E Sue and transparent |nnocence. I bike what [
Sae, but | can be almost certsin Ehat [ don't seas 5 puja as the
telebrants do. On the other hand, my cun vadding was & pujas, and
| W35 & participant. Then how T saw it js Burely how it was. o
not ¥ Such thoughts sire Probably over complex. bt the sisple fact
temains: [ I mmensely Enjoy the celebrak ion of & pPuja, Ehe sinture
ol deavol 1on and favelry, respsct and banler. | am Nt & bel iever
in the mortitication of Ilesh as & “ay to save soul and the Pujas
Boem EO ne ecolalc pronl that § am r iyght |

¥at | have to admit to a Emall, shuttered compartssnt in Yy
mind. Klone and el -suttacimnt, a1 makes daur Promouncenents an
the joy it sees all dround. “AL] the BErrinent vill coms ta & bad
and™, “why aren‘t thase Children shiat bp and smat down™™, =poas
BVErybody BEALLY have to talk so lowdly?™, "All the time?™

And S, Sadly, Pl g g, G | ronment &g Backqround have
Eheir sour 1ittle victories, Epreading & little of the old and
cyrical over what s thought ful .  mew and b rdeasd IE's
somathing that everyons will Proably oo well vo remembar .
“Instinctive™ reflexes d4re hol’ (st | nct ive. They are the product
of upbringing and environment, and had Best be Wrung ot belore
venturing into now placas.

= IAN WATT =




CALCUTTA - IT8 ORICINS

The tercenienary of Calotutta 15 bolrg caleuraled imn LSE9=50.
Thne year long celebration has already Staelsd. In most ninds, tha
nistary of Calecuttm i= che stary of tha British Rad im ITadisa_ This
i= largely true a5 Calcutts ane of the youngest of the najor Tadian
citles owes 1ts metropolitan exlstence to Lhe British subjugation
of India, We intend to wxamine bBrisfly the carlicr history of the
villagas that fusaed (nta Lislay's sesgalopolis ard loak st Bew Ehe
Britleh got thalr fliret permsnent foothold wh the Indianm =ub=
CoRtinent = "the fairest jevel in the crown of tha British Zopire.®

Like many oLher swvents in history, Calcutta's emergencce as a
city was an accident of qeo-politics, By the seventeenth cant Wy
the powers of Epill'l and Fortugal Wwers on the wane, and France,
England and Holland ware Mexing theic young nuscles looking for
worlds to conquer in the sasc.

In 1297, Elizabeth I was on the throne of England, the Spanish
Arzada had Beén crushed, and Akbar, the great Mughal, ruled over
the wvasl sltretches of northern Tndla ard part of the Deccan.
Agra's ioperial control ever sastern lndia was relacivaly weak and
the Europaan Trading cospanies had alveady started establishing
business im the reglion. On nev year's eve of 1000, Qucen Ellzabeth
grantdd & charter to the Esglish Eawt India Conpany foarned to es-
sLablish trade relations with Trcdia.

ty the third decade of the seventeenth cantury the English
mucoesdnd in cstablishing a sarcantile base or 'lfactory' in Haoaghly
on the banks of the Canges. In local political mamoeuvies and In
limited local conflicts, The Danes Bad already besn supersaded, and
the Portuguess, In spite of thelr aarly trade route to India (Vasoo
da Cama afeived in Calicut an the southern PArt of the west coast
in 1498), never 3id have an inportant sercantile presence in the
gastern cegian.

Tha Danes early withdrew from the competition, tha PFrench
conCentraled their abttention in the South and tor ainost hHalf s
century the Dutch and the Britisah conpanies waged cut-throat
competition for the trading rights in Bengal. in thim struggle the
Dutch ultimataly lost out,

The pawers of the British had been greatly helped by
serandipity. Boughton, & Eurgesna in the spploy of the Cospany saved
the llfe of the Delhi Sultan‘s daughter, and also of the son of the
Mabob of Bengal. He not only got great rewards for himself, but
alec gained Concesmions for the British merchants. At the wawe
time, the mercantile success as alsa the srrogance of the Hritisn
created disbrust betwean the Nabab of Bengal f(and his distant
mastar - Che Enperor |n Delhi) amd the Roesthun fureigners (genar-
i{.’-ﬂll? L& rmad F:rlml = [Frdes .rtul'l..;.p. ar t““:h“:nll. Tha hlﬂ-_liﬂi'l—
ing of the and of Muslim rule in Todia was on tha horiconl

Az the Congany's trads and military presence grew in India,
it first had to contain the rlsing influance of the FPrench and alsn
try Yo establish favorable status with the Muslim rulers. 1s 1686
the Company decided to coabat Lhe 'wrongs ' perpetrated by the local
aduthorities 1n Bengal. They eéntrusted an unusual amd ruthiess
individual hased Job Charnock with a small fores of about 100
British, Indian, Portuguess and Majput marcanariss with the tack.
Tha Mabch'as forces drove thae british back, and Charnock was
capturéd and sevorely chactised but was released. Charnock, whe
would becone & leading tigure in this drams, retceated from Hooghly
and entrenchad himself in an unlikely village called Kalikata,
adjacant to anocther small village named Sutanuti.



Charneck comes dawn A% 3 Eysterious figure to us, for litelw
is known abour his antecedents and the Sontemporary svalustion of
Ble is guite Contradictory. He has besn describad Both am & tiajd
Parson without much Courage ar military kncwhow, and as a SuUpErjpr
Btrategist well=liked by his Piople. Prom hig Subsequent carger tha
Lattar seems to ba more Probable than the formar .

In tha tumultuous yearsg that fo) losed, Charnock would Bujla
a Fort in Sutanuej. The original eite YaE clo#s to the Prasent
Laldighi in front of tha smeat of the West Bengal Cavernment - ghe
Fort's successor BLill eaxists ax Scae distance from the origima)

SOt Up & permanent residence in the three villages for the Purpores
of commerce. The British now had a toe-hold on the subcontinent and

The Factory at Boabay and Fore St. Ceorge ar Hadras Fresidency
had Lreceded Kal ikata as tha seat of tha burgeoning British powar,
However, Charnock establ ished relatively und | sturbad mercant | |s
facilities in the Bengal Fresidency ang the sconomic ana therafore
Ehe political importance aof this area quickly Increased.

Charnock died o Janusry 10, 1692. Sone lnttt‘ut:w anecdatag
aAre associated with this shadowy figure BCross the thres Centuriss
that separate hig from us. There iw a locality kmown 8% Chanak fn
Barrackpore, a tovn cloge eo Caloutta, This is suppozgd o ba g
Place where Charnock had & small Bungalow - thowgh the Yeracity is
quasticnabla,

Like quitea a feu Sther expatrises Bricish of Ehe tima,
Charnock had bacoaa considarably Indiamized, Ha AFparently used te
Fest svery afterncon under a MTI banyan tree - the Area therefore
“aE named Baithakkhang 8r ®"Living roog, = It s Eoday that Yery
congestad ares on the east side of Sealdah. Tha ;.::- ¥45 in exig-

th

Py¥re. Ha Bpparently saw thig Lady being forced es CoBmit suttes
while he was FasSting under *higt trea one afterncon. He rescued
har with the help of hig Bepoys and later BarTied her. Eha
Spparently bore him two daughters, one of whim is buried wiep hi=m
in the Yard of St. Johp's Church, Suppossdly tha oldest brick
bullding im Caloutea, The Church |g ®Eill functional and
Charncck'a woah can be sean . 1
mentions his Indian wWife and the daughter who was buried with hinm,
The history of tha continuing and increasing BEruggle Betuean
the British and the local povars cannot be discusmed hera, However,
Calocutta was already the FeCognized ssat of British power in
Bangal. Tha thres ¥illages op Edlikata, Covindapur and Sutanut i
Boon consolidated and Yare known under the nane of the first,
is considerable COREroversy about the origin of the nase
Calcutts, Frobably the most anscdotal but common SEOEY im that
during his retreat from Hooghly, Charnook {in Another version an
angl leshsan) wag Cesting in thae vicinity, *oaing & farmer
Pass with & load of oyt Frass, tha traveller enquired about tha
Rise of the Place. Tha farmar Uﬂiﬂt-l-l'ldlhlf BiSCONSE Fued the
quastion and stated "Kal Kata* - (the grass WaS) oyt ¥esterday.
This is another of those interesting Stories sadly refuted by
factm|



According to another Mritish author, & Dutch traveller
floating down tha '«T-'H'TII maw piles of humam bones on the bank =
the aftersath of an epidemic. Be therefore named this area Colgatha
- after the Biblical place of skeletons. Golgotha was tranaformed
into Calcutta by the natives.

Documentary evidence of the sxistence of a village by the name
of Kalikata (Kali-kata) is to be found In the book Ajn-g-Akbari
written by Akbar's courtier Abul Fazal. Written in 159&, the bock
ment joné Kalkatta (Kol-katta) as a mahal in the Pargana of Satgaon
or Faptagras vhich was a vell-known port on tha river Ganges at
this time. Again the Bengall poet Mukundaram Chakrabarttl in hi=
chandipangal (written batwessn 1%%% and 1585 -axact date is
undeternined) mentions a traveller passing by tha wvillage of
Eclikats as he sails doun the civer.

The village, therefore, existed for at least two hundred years
before Charnock [(and his encounter with the farmer!) The nams i&
nost probably derived from Kalighat - an ancient and famous holy
place (Pestha-sthan} of the Hindus. This holy site was woll=
established as sarly as the reign of the Bangall Eing Ballal Sen
(10th century) = by the 13th century It was & common site of
pllgrinags,

hs with Calcutta (or Kolikata), the origim of the names of
the adjacent villages of Govindapur and Sutamutl are also the
subject of considerable debate. The name of Govindapur has been
ascribed to Baboo Govindaram Datta, tha °Black' Zamindar (land-
holder] of the area and the forebsar of the rich and prestigious
families of the Seths and Dattas that still exist. The name has
dlas besn related to the family deity of the Dattas - Govindaiji.

More probably, the name comnes from another Govimda - Gowvinda-
sharan Datta who was an enployes of Raja Todarmal, Akbar's
courtier: Tolarmal revardsd Govindasharan with the land on tha bank
of the Canges and the village vas named after this famous owner.
Sutanuti - the third village - most probably wvas named because of
the production of Suta or cotton thread hara. The textile= of
Bangal were famoum at the time and were the original business of
the Dattas and Setha.

Before we go on to the next phase in the sarly development of
Calcutta, am interesting period in the areas® history has to be
mant joned for the sake of coapletion. To the best of my knowledge,
little investigatisn ha=s been done of this period.

The Armanians were amongst the earliest non-Indian traders in
India. A gentls, non-aggressive mercantile people, they have been
largely ignored by history probably because they never Fought wars.
Armenians presumably early had & sizable commercial community in
Calcutta. The Armenlan Church of St. Mazarath is reputed bo be the
oldeat church in the city. A tosbr -ne in the graveyard of this
church has been dacipharsd ta =ontain Ehe Eollowing inscription -

"This is the tomb of Rezabecbeh, the wife of the late charitable
Eookeas, who departed from this world to life eternal on the 71zt
day of Makha in the year 15" which is the L1th of July of 1£30. The
Armaniars thus antadated the British by at least half a century and
Kallkata was already a center of trade and conncrce by the tine the
British became Important traders.

The years folloving Charncck's demise sawv & rapid risa in the
mercantile and military provess of the Company . Only the French
ramained to challenge the British supremacy in India. The major
Ssat of Anglo-French conflict was in tha south near the Madras
Presidency vhers the British had established Fort st. George. In

:l'.lill:;. Robert Clive decisively sealed tha fate of the Prench in the
§-1s 1M =



In 1756 Clive Feturned to hengal Where the Naboh of Bangal,
Slraj=uwd=Daulak had cornered the britisy ard

Calcutta, By Bilitary scussn and through thg Lreachery of khe
Naboh'yg ganesrals, Clive Couted the Mus]jin rular at tha Battle aof
Plassey, The Habob WaE bortured ape Eilled, a PUPPeat was put in
his place and England wam on irg wWaY to conguar ing Indis,

T

Eanes r, uhatrlvﬁrty
504% Cherokeg Hills Drive
Salem, Va, 24155-5848




tredier clasyical memic: e irdrodet bon by smibeos Sen

iradign clasnice] maic his been 8 cult ivabted ot For st isast Diwes thousens
yoars, 1t descendy from encisrt schooly, shoss tredit ions have e harded dos
by Peradibory musicions. It ewisbed uder ool ieated paltronags o miler Lo the
el lcal Curoosans Lredition. it s the chavber mmic of an e lsbrooret e
mcisty. o L 9 porformsd in lesples. &5 & service Lo Ol

irdion mmic differs gremtly from Turopsen mmic: Euroesen sus c s e g
& teepared scale of 17 rotes, herwory, tonal color irg In orchestra | compos it fome,
el lirma| progres ion of rhyitbe; Irdien sumicions, wiing & senle of 27 retural
tores, prectised & pure melodic ert, matnly in solos or wml! groups, with
prov isations on the structurss of rage and the cyclic rhyths of tals. Liks
the old Oresh sodes, the raga ia 8 sslection of five, 3is, or seven notes of the
scale, bt ssch rege 880 has certain charecter latie orogressions end & chiaf
Fole Lo =hich Lhe o ieger corabent ly reluros: sirce ore selection of rotes can
b developsd il different roges. Uhe possible romber of reges Is very lorgs,
Fagea ere svsocisbed with differesl moods, tiess of dey, o ssasons, the sord
Qe mEen R o0 lor ing OF pas han

There e mary Schools of Irdien salc, secdh with (ks oen partlouler styls of
singing or pleying, bl there e teo distinct stresss Hirdstenl, o North
Indinn maic, el Karratic, o Soulh indien memic, In bhe Sodth the Chems i3
almost alesys devotional; perforeed in teples, copossd by orest saint-
muiciars, moat of the orthodow treditions have been meinteined bo the present
day. In the Horth, mmic has been patroniped by Lhe wrisbrocecy. L sbeorbed
Parsien, drabic, ard Moghul anf luessss Lo biooes sore seculer, with snberba irment
of ithe medlence snd disolay of the performer’s virtuosity rising to orims
porence.  Thos o Mindusterd vocsl me e the weda off Lhe song sre irre levant
it an the rendilion Lhat metiers,

i recital begine with & slow alap ko swpote the seale ard develop the sood and
Strucburs of the rege. Thern follows smerce (sal soe o n spee i e fr |, amit
o & tale. Thess cvilic rhwthen say ba wery slalewrats, sometees with an odd
Fusteer of beats bo & ber: Bupsk Tals, Tor ewwemle, is 8 cycle of T besls oo e
i Y@} i} Croms-rhyllms and cwr 6l iors often oomlicats b Farm, el the
s e ien pluees Feluema bo the das o Begerning of Dhe cyelle afber sach per 1o
of mprovipation. The tebla, shick is & oair of dram playsd with o 5 finpars,
konpes Lha cys Vic rhythm shile ihes voosl gl o inatrumerd sl st eprovises, s
thar the Lebla playsr bmprewises on ebylbmic patierms, weaving mn intricets
fabr ic of scoords ard sorvia.  Thars 4 often an ercharsge of rlyptbeie peassgss
% & “ousstlon and ereeerT seviion Dowsrds the end of sn instrusseds | oiece
1;1:::- the instrumertalist end ths tabls oliver. The Lews inorsssss ko & fast

Temy it Inct deve lopsants in the modern sus b scers in Ird | bodey bave Inor sassd
the spprecistion of indien olaessicel s in Bha Ges e suboont inenk, e,
blerding of fprovisstions into the |ight-classicel Torms of Frazals el bhajens
hirvs v iched the sty les of light-cissnical wocl isks. 16 the Waat  bha wiwt ina
s b e vl of the siber . 8lorg with beenscersdents] rrcd it bon e yoom, alil B
o which haew haen svlab| inked §irsly (s s “Me-wgm mulbirs. Thers havs been
supar weards bo blesd Indisn and Sssblern susic by both Horth el Soudkh esloee
Pl e, Evper bwnts i blending with mestern classics) musie, or or chastr @l
MmN, b baen Tews successful. howsier:  tha spie ik of indien classicnl mumic
'S L impeovisatione - Uhet restricted fresdos in which the par former can
Suprema mleeatl all esobiora - and thak iy & closs kinghip with other fores
o eprov isalory music iR the Weit. such & corlesporary Jazr.

o I FERRELY
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LETTER FROM AMTWERP

Daar Prionds,

At Eimes this placs gives ons Lhe moat iscredible senss of
doja-vu. It ig Qlispies from & tima leng past, Partly forgotcas,
taxtures and hints ratber thas COnECious images.

MYy bBrother Yashe felt it too amd for him tha Places svoksd
Ware surely mostly instinct. He was four when we lagfy Caloutta and
has baan back four times in the ssventass YOArs since. Om thoss
Visitsa he sav u such different world from Lhat of =y ohildbood -
Bostly asgualia, always diriy, PeTpstaally Cacophonous. . Buk
PArBARS, the warsth of family and frisnds left him with & sanss of
what wsed to ba. K ¥oung man pow, scmething §im the air of this
northern European ity reminded him of “home'.

The discorganized sugles, linss, cemsnt, brick, damp soss and
blackness of the roof lines Perbaps, the flowering plants im big
Pots slong che jumble af buildings, mot Particularly old, but, Lhan
AJEiE, mnot particularly moders either, perbaps., Haybe it was
BOBSLEING IN the angls of Lhe balconies - alvays small, practical .
Giving the saxious possible ACCEES Lo fresh air to the sexisus
nusber of people wikth litcle Eegard to architectural form, Lo

1 @8a &1 thowe Chings and more besides. Antwerp Bas a FEEL -
& feel I dimly resenber from Ghildbood, A fesl of things busy yet
hat harried, of Lhings uschanging, of family comimg bsfors
buslness, of svening strolls by the laks in Ethe Park, of wide
avenuas lined with tall tress, mlraculously uncrowded, of sec) idiey.
It felt unchanging them. That was largely an illusion of courss.
That more slegant caleutta 15 dead - the Farbagse and tha homalass
on Lhe slresats Lo Stay, the overcrowding will mot Sase. The middla
class is under pressure and &b Lhe rus.

In 30 sany lictle Ways Aatwerp today is liks Caleutta a
JUAEEST CERLUTY EgO. Jis & Cims bafore power ahortages, strikes
and palities] Purgatory. Tha sverage iocoms is greatsr Chan
Calouwtta has ever sean and tha averags temparature is cartainly
Bany deqress lower, Zmoky pavensnt cafes Lake the place of Lhe
smoky Lea shops. But, om tBOSE wummer SVEniIngs whas Lhe
teaperature hovered PErilously close to the %0 degres mark and b
mosquitoes wars out im fores, it was Gnmistakable,

The salghborksad Lids CrYLE] [OF oEYing out!), radics auf £ 1 ad
By distapce, pecples Washing hengisg, stiff gnpa dry, on tLhes
Balconies, waitimg to bae taken in, thes Qroups of young man on
strest cormers, talking, cocling off. The soeil of car fumas, Lhe
sound of traffic rushing inm through open windows, Lhe tram limes
curving away downm the sireat, glimpsed bstwesn Ehe Crees, Lhe smell
of bsighbors dinmse Being cooked....

I know these little windows into BY PASE will fade with com i By
of the fall, but, for now, By staps fall with Strangely familiac
sousd, im this, a city of strangers.

*  LALL MAPYT =



T™ha Bangal of oy sind,

A view from & traln window:
Srean-dranched flelds of wonen,
'I'rrug-lutlfq rloa,

Enlldren bathing In & village pond,
Bank with vatar IL]les.

Fed clay paths ,
Lasding timslesaly out
From clusps of thatoh-roafed huts.

Thim wlllsgar laft aslss,

Laft shorss known

For thoss yat undoeased:

of loss. of Femily,

Of evan Jangusgs rell gl shed,

¥We agres with frowna snd cantsd hasds
Ta mpask of

only whanm tlow and [lak sabten

From bamsss laaves, on [LooCs,

wWith lsge furlsd

Liks flage.

Tasho lahkici

Pinay wonds cell to ms

In whip-peeae-wl il -tourged spsak
Eilling Eo thrill

Ehe white-haot doul,

laft tn feater

on olty atresta

past brambles ronkle,
barkh,; bard and make hants
EEll to me the late summsr
Eun beating down In racs
of ties, bound ta lars.
Tha ssamom of masl,
saaring on SplE

beside ipmaculate ponds

af newer s,

While, mean, | ass=k succor
inm lnitiation greilled beef
at an upper weat side

teke oak,

Obd beer lingers cold on Bourgue,
&l mow o sslteor watsr.

- YASWO LAMIRL

Malting for & mew 1ife Bo bogin -
the ahlp comieg inte & harkas

of meEn i hats, ard wod

and evearywhers & Claky smelil,
here 1 wait in still,

tha 1ight tes trus fer 11fe
dying, abedding of i former skies.
Row 1 wafit

the sllence pressing in on e
amd the clock Elcking aff

Cath emdless, Ffabtal wmosant .

Walting, Elke the willlng
of traine into stations
imta Jeurmeys, tracks

lake ®jlver, sl&nder rivers.
Call, and call agalm.

It comes im with a shudder,
rreaking to 5 atéap,

endlng hight, nighinere.

I Baard,

FATIRD FLAWEIK]



Woen Youre Losi, Theres Nothing as Welcome as o Train

By Charlie Weeks

During 1986, | was lorlupane Lo receive o Fulbrght Summer Study Abroad
irani fof wavel Lhroughout India |t Vas my second visit - | had been o India
once hefore v 1982 during an ealended journey ibrough Asia Now, for sy
weeks. | wad 16 10ur tus vast and diverse nation 0 order 10 include India in my
World History syllabus al Soutbern College of Techoology. 1a the end, il was a
wonderful adveniure, bul ope posnt rapudly becime clear the only elloave
melhisd of really Elperienciag such & world withm nsell wag o iravel by ral, sat
iBe 1ourist lramns but the mad wier Qry expresses

The lirst overwhelming problem Facing & potential rider is how 1o procure a
licker There is perhaps oo better introduciion 10 the Indian bureauvcracy than the
Indisn Rasl Servace To begin with, Purchasing a nckel requires the betler part of a
day. and after sianding in line for several hours, il 15 Quite possible Lhat, as your
lurn comes, the agent will bang up tbe Closed foc Lunch - Back in an Howr" g0 io
Your lace. Complants and tantroms do po B00d lbey have beard i all before Bt
W You persevere long eDoUgD. you will eventually get » Lickel and Ihen face Lhe
lor midable 1ask of deter minmg where 10 gl on e braun

During my farsi visn to India in 1982, | rode the express tran from
Muzaflarpur w Calcutia.  After (he ordeal of purchasing a icket, | naively thought
thal my Iroubles were over Unforunately, 1t was not tha casy -- Ibe wan way 14
hours lale  The station nsell wat 3 microcosm of India where some [amilies
capersenied all of lfe's travads from birth 1o the Wrave, owning only thew small
cots A3 [ sal on Lbe Noor, | could see vomen dressed i saris herding thear
lamilics imto crowded wrains. Sikh saldiers un cumoullage turbans, thin porters with

€Normous Wrunks balanced on their hea. I wandering urchins i search of
fupees. Suddenty | realized thal, bencaih the apparent chaos. there was an
milangib ke order,

Once aboard the rain. | discovered 1ha ihere were eght peopie siliOg in my
seul Not knowing whai 1o do, | Spun around 1o ook fof the conducior bun wnly
succeeded un knockng dowe a small woman with my dullle bag As she gol up,
wWilh 2 bk of supreme conlempl in ber eyes, | wied 1o apodcgure profusely. bul she
did o4 undersiand English. snd | could nol speak Bengali At this point, | noticed
thal the temperature in Wbe coach must be somewhere near 100 degrecs (F), and alf



ihe [ans were inoperaive  Just then, the car hurched vinlently several Limes, and
W Were on oUr Way

As the rain moved siowly ow of MuzaiTerpur, | felt panic set in. | had no
seal. | didn’t undersiand Bengali | was swealing 80 profusely that | looked like |
bed bren standing under & shower. and | wasnt sure | was on the Fight irmin  Jusi
a3 depression was selling in. | beard & resssuring volce

“Look, sit down and relax’ said the youag Muslim sealed nexl 1o his sister.
With that friendly gesiure, all the pressure seemed (o lill from my shoulders, and |
Feh beter slmost ml once

During the journey 1o Calculla, we brcame greal friend: Mobammed was &
recent cotlege graduate Irom Cakoutta who was relurniog from (he betrolhal
Testivitees for e 15 vear old sister. He had big plens and hoped 10 make s [ortune
00w that be had his degree in business His favorite auihor was P G Wodchouss,
and be appeared almost burt that | kpew little aboul his British suthor
Mohammed was quite proud of Indis and several imes pointed oul Lhat il was,
afier all. “the world s Iargest democrscy © When we pazsed sieel mills jusl outside
Cakouiie, he quickly ifor med me that India produced its own sieel and
Wwtomobiles. His enthusiasm was quile ontagious and made me lorgel Lhe
aowded railway car  As we began entering the outskirts of Calcutta, Mohemmed
infor med me Lhal he would like 10 ask one quesiien #bout 1he Undted Siates

= vl really true that 1n America s man can actpally choose his own wife 7

“Suwe

Even wilhout the parent s permission?

‘2 better with it but s oo mandalory

“Well - perhaps that 8 Why you have s0 many divirees

Do | you bave divorees in India?’

"Of covurse, bul pol 8= many

From Calcotia | wenl 1o Madras, (hen Bangalore and Mysore. While waiting for
¥ iraim pear Mysore, | noticed 3 young man slaring at me from a distance. Aller #-
While. anoiher youth standing nearby walked wp and said. "My friend would like
permistion lo spesk 1o vou ~ Belore long. | was engaged in 0 slimulaling
conversation with this young litersiure siudent who agenily discussed English
American, Ger man, and Russian authors | thought that | was making remarkable
progress in sounding intelligent unlid he SOURM @Y opmions of the works of India's



Nobel Prize winning suibor, Rabindranath Tagore My only recourse was 10 plead
gnorance, bul | promised bo mvestigaie the matter when | relurned bome,

Back on the train, the sad-eyed conducior vas becoming worried (neediessty)
that | might become bored during the trip  Aller vanmhing 1o Lhe resr of Lbe car
for a lew moments, be returned with his prized possession, a Laliered copy of
belio

“Here, read this,” be smd, il will make the pRirney go faster

As | thumbed through the yellowed pages, | noticed that many of the words
bad been painslakingly underlined and the margms [lied wilh the proper Tamil
translations. |1 was obvious thal reading rdello had been a long and dedicated
project lor my conducior friend. Al hus posnt. | decided thal | could devole a bittke
Ume 1o reading the works of Tagore, if | could Nind tbéem_ when | felurned io
Georgia

Later, my Lramn trips through odia MNashed through my mind when we visiled
¥ privale secondary school in Delhi where the siudents, dressed mn slarched
undorms, steod patently wn 1be blazsng suo 1o greel us  Aller the sssembly, we
proceeded Lo Lthe classrooms where the pupls proudly de monsiraied their
considerable academic abilities. In a iwellth grade social studics class, Lhe
nstracior Wwid Lhe students 1o ask us questions aboul the Unsled States Everyihung
Wat progressing nicely ualil an eager youdg girl asked, “What do the American
students think about us? Although somecne eventually made & polite reply, we
did nol say whal we were all thinking mosi Americans do nol really think much
sboul India al it | could nol concerve of a betler argument for placing a greater
e phasis on world history and geography n American schools than (be loak of
prodiund disappainiment that would have appeared on that young lady s (ace had
we lodd her the ruth

No country is more perplezsng to me than India 1 5 a land of limelessness
Lhal 18 ever-changing. one of religious mysucism (hal produces nuclear weapons
In any large Indian eity, you can observe muliopares, paupers, boly men,
politicians. grandparents. children, vendors, Louls, sainl, sinners, mad dogs, and
Englishmen. all within one city block  There is beauly in Lhe snow-peaked
Himalsyas in the Spring and the Taj Mahal by the pale Light of the moon_ and Ikere
13 resigned desperalion b the eyes of Lhe eyes of the poor who employ the grealest
ingenuity of which bumans are capable just 1o make il Ihrough anolber day When
ladians wberaie thewr diverse pesghbors, the "world s largest demotracy’
progresses. when Lhey do not, ihe Lerrible fury of communal vislence erupls |ndu

bas produced s magedwenl cullure Lhe! could enrich American pocwely if oply we
bad 1he paticoce 10 lisien. and someone were willing 10 teach us
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Program:

1. Iinvocatlion Song (Cherus)
Z. "ARATI® ! Collecliom of dances
Farticipants - Alosi Dos, Ayeshs Beira,
Anlia Banerjos, Sonya Gonerjes

Friyanka Mohalanobial
Mirection * Eal pasnda Dus

1. Solo Donce  Joyila Eande
4, Inalrumenial Music ;

Violim - Amilava Sam Sitmr - M, H. ALmzi
™ Tabla - A. Hafi Tanpura - Momois Boasy
. Selo Dance — Eokoli Pol (Ausgusta )

6. "RHDST CATCHER® - Skl

Porticipania @ Afsbruildhe Baau, Anirbos Bosy

Amirban Bos, Safdipen Milre, Hupok Doa
HIRECTION i Suranas B. Sen

7o MOSIC FROM AFGHAMISTAN @ Direcled by A. Rafi
B TJdAl DIM SRABANA DN JA(" = Musicol Skelch
Vocol: Eilo KEundu, Jayanl Lakiri, Bdmalo Boou, Asok Haaw
Inalrdmeniol: Amiluve Son, M. W Akmal, &. Rafi
Barrolion=: Pronab Lahirs
Nance: Sutope Ous, Shyomell Dus, Eakalt Pol ond
Hojoshras Haner jes
9. VOLCAL MUSIC BY - Nilanjune Bunerjas
lToblo * Asck Basu

SONA IMPORTS

20, 1748 CLAFSONT ROAD = DECATUR. GEORGA J0030
LOCATED W CLAFBMONT SOUARE

f_‘lﬂ"ﬂg 636-7979
oS e i e e e

Headquarters for all Asian Needs,
Asian Groceries, Saris & Appliances
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WISHIMG ALL A VERY HARPY DLRGA PLLA
AMD FROSFFEROUS & MARPY DAl 7

for Best Selection in Sars:
FTEXAS 4R SAPNE
For Bestfrices wn Sars )
TEXAS SARS SABVE
For Sesf Varmely in 230 v Apphances
FTEXAS SARF SAPNVE
Far Best Lusiomer Service |
TEXAS SARS SAPVE
texas sari sapné
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[ua) 8337274
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