,r,u R R N R e TTnnr :..,vu_.:..bu.: T E 2T

[T g g -_ it

A .______._ e ats }¢_h__=_h§ Y l_..un.__‘... Al _5__. k. “_....,..,._____- | ke 2 1 e 2

FRRFIFIIIIFIBIIN DD

-’-.

A ?_____..__1.-..“‘.... _.-__F.u.ﬂu _l_.____ ﬂt..-ﬂﬂ

N
s
X 2
ey .._...___ .- ._.__.. * ] i = __. u

.m .I.f‘.. L M....._#. d..- ._.-H_H_... l..-_f .-_u..__._. 5 ﬂ. -.........__. .‘.#ﬂ-.___..___.q.._....v .‘-..ll. .._.__._.__.. .l..r..l. _..-.__..-_.__.d.r.l._._. .‘#’ _-1__1* ‘.". h ._....__.u‘.‘.'...l. “ __.___.. .f.llu. m
2 H.Eﬁ f.uuvvfuvﬁ mvv...vuu.:._._uu v...uu uuuu 3_ H_:.:P,...uf.:::.._umwfv... FFYRRIIIFIIIIFRIIIRIIIRIRINIIIRN) _.Mu_wu. m
A Afae A
. L
m ._..“._..- i u._.. m _rq.-..f#r.. A
A o i P
15 e |2 21 wieF s
-, '-..I "y n ..ll..._l_ #
A A A
A (A Alsetia

al="= 2 ] m,.ﬁa.
15 e |2 Alareda
A A | =gl
2 P A
e | = .#.u...n. oy
A4 AR
e ] o ] "y,

e ) e ]
Al AR
N Al
) ...l.. = F W )
| A
AleAla R
N A AV
Alste Al 2
] Bt Al
7 PN P it
oy B Y P g
Ly ol [ iy B Ca
2 it |2 ol s 1
Al w2 al e |

. L)
Al&s? A=A
B A o
Al oy |2 alaga’ |
iy .-....._..l .-M -
= S [ Al e
= s | ] [t
251 22N A
..M_ ..H...._...-.__l _m_w._' .l__:._-.“_l “.“.”WA. _l__..‘_.ﬁ”.r...mn._. Ate __._.........”_:.___. .l_..._u“ _u.ﬂ........ﬂ._ _r.—..__. .* _._....n... f-_‘..n.. h___..“.ﬂ .L...m_‘ ...w......."..wri .. _._.“...m_._ﬂ“.... _-___...._1._”_..]__“_”......_.... -u.___-.__-.__.__... .,r..... a__ ..:._”ﬂ .....u.l_-.__...-.___...__ ﬁ___......_._.# ._..I..r__-_n.m...l_-.. m
AL L T AT | .._m_.... Fa v N ,..w, LTS LTS L AT LT S I NTICA T SL T ~
AN DI LI I IIIIIIDID ...uuuuumuuuuu&..#.vﬁuvzuvvvuﬁu..__Eu....vvvﬁzduuE_UEEE... YRIIIIIIFIIIIINIDY

— S E————— Ry

e = ST




Saturday October 15, 1988
PU.jil. H g-:u A1 — 12-3“ p..ﬂ..
Anjali : 12.30 p.m.
Frosad : l1.00 p.m.
Entertainments : 5.45 p.m. = 7.45 p.m.
Arati & Prosad @ 8.00 p.m. = 9.30 p.n.
Su 6 8
Vijaya Dashami
Puja : 9.30 a.m. = 11.30 a.m.
Prosad : 12 Hoon.
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Conmon be your prayar j
Comzon be your &nd 3§

Cozmonh bé Your purpoee J
Coanon be your deliberstion.

Comnon be your deslres @

Unifled ba your hearte j

Orited b ﬁr intentions j i Him HiEE |
Perfect be the wnion asongst you. axa W aaifadeg |

Rig Veda, X, 191-3, 4. ﬂlhﬁ neg n
W e b EqiRad |
e qlaE AT §
o wiffa: | wRa e

O From the unreal lead me to the Real.
from darkness lesd me to Light.
From death lecad me to Imoortality.

Brihadaranyakopanishad, I,3, 28.

Om. A1l that is invisible is verily the Imfinite
Brahman. K11 that i visible s alsoc the
Iinfinite PBrahnan. The whole univeras has
come oot of the Infinite Brohman. Brahman is
Infinite alihough the whole universe has cose
cut of It. om Peace, Feoace, Peace.

Brihadaranyakopanishad, ¥W,1, 1.



pLOOD FIRE

Yashe Lahiri

The walls everywhere are elreaked-gresn algas-
Tharae s 1ife here in placas

¥hich eleevhere go unconzidered:

Beneath stepe, Iin patha of straylng stap,
beneath the litter of &
Cardboard-and=corrugated-tin hall.

The children grow up here,

One with the dirt they will one day rejoin.
I ax of thiz place,

And cannot forget,

Tha blood and bone muat &Til1]l behold:

In dreazs, I as che of the nameless ones,
cureing the misfortunes of =y birth.

The grass beside the lake, green,
The grean which =xista only here, Caloutta,
The green earnad with despair and misary.
Hith macrifice, with nobility, with

The kindness of unblessed strangers.

Here there is too much divinlity,

The pecple over-largessed with patienca.
The post'e dresdful prescience fulfilled:
A dream deferred rankles, f[eataxs,

And a thousand dally tragedies accros-
Till, unleashed, a deadly fire
Redaamt this place from the
Endlecss outrage,

Ard myrisd crusltise.

Leader, your people await.




REFLECTIONE ON QURCA PUJA
Rajashri Banerjes

For nineteen years of my life I have wvitnessed Durga
Puja in cCalcutta where 1 was born and brought wup. For this
special occasion, the dirty noisy city is transformed Into a
dreamland of flashing lights and gorgecusly decorated pandals.
The festival sveaps aside barriers of caste, sex, social standing
or color and invites everyone in the bappiness and festivity.

For all these years 1 have been a part of the
transformation of Calcutta. I have added to the color and glamor
by wearing my new clothes and jewselry. I have added to the
happiness by my carafree laughter during the festival. 1 have
spant all night touring Calcutta with my friends thus enjoying
the beauty of thae city by night. 1 have struggled with the crowd
trying to catch a glimpse of the sly déceratad pandals and
the idoals. The enthusisss and livelines= of the people af
Calcutta never ceased to amaze Be.

About ocne-and-a-balf yeare ago =y life changed
dramatically. I came to the United States as an undergraduate
Engineering student. My life became a constant struggle trying
to meet the high demands of studies and trying to support mysell
financially. When Fall guarter arrived, Durga puja was far awvay
from =Yy -rm. It was ‘just another weekend in between »y busy
echedule.

Durga puja in Atlanta was however a big surprise. All
the traditionz and customns wvere observed without the confusion
Back in Caloutts. A tasteful cultural ran was precented
before a select audience. Tt was the [irst time that I met some
Bengali students from Calcutta which brought me closer to home,
During Bijoya celebrations 1 thought of my parents thousards of
miles avay and felt grateful for being able to remember them on
this special day. 1If it were mot fer the few Bengalis vho had
strived to preserve their culture, my first Durga puja would be
epent working on campus.

purga puja in <Calcutta has Its own breathless
excitement but it was Durga pujs in Atlanta that made me realise
how inseparably it is interlinked to sy culture and sy life. So
once again I am looking forward to Durga puja with ecager
anticipation.



THE STORY OF DURGA FLLIA

Ehyamcl] Das

DUTRCA iz tha Coddess of Power and gtrength. Ghe also stands as

the aymbol of Motherhood. &he repreaents all three tendencies

{gunaz] eof mind and behavier, nagely Sattwaguna, Rajoguna and
Tanoguna. She also appears in many other forms of Power (sakti)

in Bindu mythology.- .

MOTHER purga ic often invoked to halp us annihilate all

pagative forces, #All weakness and all pettiness. When

Mahishasura the Devil becams unbearable due to his cruel actions
and rothlezs=ness, all gods went to Brahma and prayed for
protecticn. With His blessing, the gods created Almighty Goddess

Durga, the source of eternal pover. She destroyed the

Mahishasura. Her face was formed by the power of Lord Shiva, her

hair by Yapma the lord of Death. Her hands vere created out of
the strength of lerd Vishnu, her legs by the power of Varuna.

Lord Indra's power formed her waistline. Her breasts were mada

out of the shine of the Mcon, her hips by the power of Earth.

agni the God of Fire gave the strength to her eyes. Prajapati

the God of Love formed her teeth and her #ars wars formed by the
power of Pavana, the God of Wind. Thi=s story illustrating the

strength of Goddess Durgs is found in Markandeya Purana.

DU RGAFUT A used to be held in Spring (nov celebrated as

Basantipuja) . Put Raja Ranchandra, the great Hindu king of
India, worshipped Goddess Durga in autumn bafore going to war
against his enamy Ravana. since then Durgas puja is celebrated

prinarily during the first ten days after nev moon in the month
of Ashwin (sixth month in the Hindu ealendar) .

THE Durga puja festival is traced back to %00 A.D. in Bangal -
purga puja is celebrated all over India. However in the states
of Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, Uttar Fradeah and Madhya Fradesh, the
celsbration takes a grand shaps and brings an excellent mood of
festivity anong the people.

THE inages of Goddess Durga made of clay are installed iIn
various places in decorsted shrines. cenerally these Iimages
are depicted in differant ctyles of Coddess Durga sitting on a
lion and attacking the devil Mahishasura. ghe iz shown having
ten hands, each holding a different waapon donated by different
gods . Lord Canesha, EKartikeya, Goddess Hahalakahmi and
Saraswatl, her four children are standing by her side to hely her
#lininate the devil.

CENERALLY the festivities start on the fifth day of the new
moon in the month of Ashwin by performing the “Bodhana® ritual.
On the sixth day, the "Adhivasa® ritual is performed. On the
seventh eighth and ninth days Durga iz worshipped in an elaborate
puja ritual. On the tenth day the puja ends by subserging the
clay image in 8 nearby river or laka. Latar in the same evening
people greet each other with sweets and wish happiness and peace
to all.



AL WHAT COST

Yasho ILahiri

Thiz costly peace-

Two lives gona out froa this place:
Fo more circles of apple pieces
Arrayed wlth gocsetrie grace-
Ekinned-

On marble plates.

Ho mora news broadcasts

Over the old tabletop radio-

First English, now claimed mine,
And then the slegant Bengali

For which your blocd was shed.

Your youth died for your country-
The precaricus claim of your children,
And theirs.

Whearn happy, your eyes blazed,

And your emile defined

The limits of Ty universe.

-
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AN [MMIGEANT'S VIEMPOLNT
1lali Derrick

1 AB not a "hyphenated-Aserican®. 1 am an Aperican. Froud of
it too, I haven't always been an American. I chose to be o,
That's why it is so special = things one works for are always
more special. 1 have discussed this phenomencn in a mixed group
of naturalized and born Americans. All of us felt vary strongly
that the very act of renouncing ©UT birth citizenship and
loyalties and embracing our chosen one was profound, emotional
and of extrems significance in our lives. We were finally homa
for ever more - part of the Anerican dreas, part of the short but
:in?-ulurl*_.r migniticant history of our young nation. We did not
arrive on slave ships. Nor did we get our start by selling fruit
from carts in Northeastern cities. We wers the nev bréad of
fmmigrants - fluent in English, educated, sophisticatad, able to
tnh:- our place among the priviladged almost on the day we
arrived.

IT HAS becons de rigecur to speak of Asian imnigrants as a
. group, & model sinerity. guccessful eggheads, teéchnocrats,
ccientists, filling every place allewed in the most prestigaocus
technical schools. 1 have been called worse things than a member
of a wodel minority. This doee not mean that 1 like this
designation though. Fact is, 1 do not consider myself part of
any MINORITY. To do so would ke to cendemn eyself forever to be
apart from the mainstream. To be trul avccessful I believe [
ahould ba judged as any other American L judged. By my SUCCEss
or failure, by the quality of my life, by Wy contributions to the
Anerican ple.

IT IS5 in this area that my ethnicity enters the picture. Here
ve are all ethnic - some of us have to do ancestral record
searches to establish the particulars and some of us don’t. The
fact that Asians as s group usually do not need record saarches
is intrinsically nothing te feel = misguided sense of prida
about, Yes, perhaps we do come from close knit families but
equally truly we are almost without exception from very
priviledged sectors of our originmating societies. Had we baen
illiterate rural tenant farmers fros sope village 15 miles from
the nearast branch train station would we have baen any BoTe
knovledgeabls about our family trees, our "culture®, out
"histery”, than illiterate potatc farzers f{rom Ireland or
I11literat® coal minsrs from Wales ? 1 think mot, We do not
deserve a ratulatory pat on the back for good Tortune and the
vagaries of clrcumstance.



WE ARE what wa are and who we are because of ourp great past, not
because of some intrinsic enhanced worth. HWe wvalue educstion
because, by and large, that is all we have. WNe¢ cannot earn our
livingas from farming, or carpentry or digging ditches. We don't
know how. Every person values the mcans by which he or she makes
his living, be it his bands, his mind or the power of his
Buscles, By the standards of the average ditchdigger we are
weaklings and therefore not particularly deserving of adsiration.

OUR ehtnicity is part of us and cannot and should not be denied.
lat us however use it to add to the rich tapestry of American
cultural life. Let us make our talents and our history available
to as many people as possible. Let us make it a means to let us
enter the mainstreas and not set us apart from it. Our past is
soacthing to be proud of because it is in large part what makes
us us, it is not any beétter or any worse or any more interesting
than anyone elses past. Ours is a nation of assimilation, not
Eeparation. Let us keep that in mind and may be the day will
$oon be upon us whaen samosas will be as inveterate as pizza and
as Amarican as apple pie.
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CULTUEAL PROGRAM
Eaturday October 15, 1968, 5.45 Do,

i: opening Song [ Mamata Basa, Asck Basu
Tabla ¢ Amltave Sen
z. "Mayanriga® L Atasi Das, Rupak Das,

Ainirban Raku, Hajarahl
Gupta, Anirban Das.
Direction ! Kalpans Das
Fajashri Baneriee
Ritika Bhattacharyys,
Swatl Sharma.
birection : Br. Shaila
EBhattachacyya and
Tndran] Samgepadhyay.
{Auburm, AlabBama)
5. Bablndrasangest : fukanta Roy

{London, England)

. [ Dance Recital
4. "Rbhdahar "

0. Wielin E: Amitava San
Tabla 1 Asok Basg.
1. Folk Dance 3 Sutapa Das.

I B T E R X I B E I O W

FLAY H BFRARATEY CHAT [RARATAN CARGOPADHYRY )
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(THE PLAY TO BE PREEENTED AS A FART OF THE CULTURAL FROGRAN o
EATURDAY EVENING])

The Bengali play BMARATEY CHAI (by Narayn Gangopadhyay} which
literally translated means "Tenant Wanted®, iz a humorocus play
with many characters. The principal charscters of the play are
Bhupen the landlord and his nephew Gablu. They have advertised
for renting a room and are visited by a series of prospective
tenants. First comes Ranram who wanté frec use of the room for a
neighborhood card playing club., Ramram is folloved by Mr. Gupta
who is sccospanied by his valet Kanai. They want the room to
keep their eight dogs. They are followed successively by a
theatrical group, a lunatic whe thinks he is Emperor Shah Jehan,
and & married couple Erishnadas and Bisakha who become ergaged in
a furious domestic quarrel. Gablu wants his uncle teo give the
reos for free to a neighborhood public library but Bhupen insists
on being paid rent. Then follow the other prospective tenants
namely three women who want to start a dance &chool, a Swaml and
his disciples who want to establish an ashram (of course
rentfraa). Then Ramras, who baving been turned down is mad at
Bhupen, invites a large group of pecple to hold a mecting
in Bhupen's room. In the end however, Gablu plays a master trick
and Bhupen has no choice but to agree to let the neighborhood
library use the rocs rentfirea.



STATEMENTS OF ACCOUNTS

RECEIFT3 EXPENSES
1587 SARASWATI PUJA
Balance from 1906 IACA Hall Rentsl .....S550.00
Durga Puja wessneg3a0l.58 PaCOTAEIOn sareens=ss:B19.08
Donatlons ...cevsesse---5489.75 Frelght for Saraswati
_______ hlt- oo +..........,‘.-.511'.ﬂ.n
ii‘gn-ﬁ:: H““‘ﬂ ‘ M -illll--iI'FEl
e | $374.31 Hlscallaneous
e {Plexiglas box for
Balanc® ..----- —— % T pratima & dress for
children's
“Imm-} ..... illl‘19=!=?
ml T LI EEEE S b-l-l:‘:‘?.l:l-
0 B M0 203 B R MR XK X

1967 DURGA PUJA & LAKSHMI PUJA

Balance from Saraswatl IACA Hall Reotal .-..5100.00
Nj.- FEE B EE R eSS ii||.|iq=':lﬁ-.“ mrltilm ..a...-....‘ﬁﬂ'.ﬂﬁ
Donatlons sosssxneesea.51903,.50 Prasad & Tood ......51731.50
i ———— -ilﬂlll.ml TEEER .i-i‘:iﬂ-iﬁ

TR - o e R R

(=) $2111.9%5 82111.95

AR EE NN EEEN000 M LR X K E RN

1988 SARASWATI PUJA

Balance from TACA Hall Rantml ..... «550.00
DUEge PUil sessscornsmns $107.57 Decoration ..essccaceaa§9.51
Donatiens ......... P o Pracad & Food ...:ccs--2185.52
E478.57 E245.03

=2 £245.01

e i

HALADCO® s:csssscsssammns $23J.5ﬂ



