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The unprecedented catastrophe, seven weeks ago, that has consumed over
296,000 lives in Asia, the Tsunami, will leave a scar in our hearts and minds
for a long, long time: We cannot even fathom the immense despair, from
our safe havens, of the people left homeless, the children turned orphans,
the survivors left weak and disease-ridden on the shores of our Indian
Ocean. However, as the poet said:

All that is past: your fears and loves and hopes;

All that is lost: your words and lamentation;

No longer yours a home nor a bed composed of flowers.

For wings are all you have, and the sky's broadening courtyard,
And the dawn steeped in darkness, lacking all direction.

Dear bird, my sightless bird,

Not yet, not yet the time to furl your wings!

Pujari welcomes you all to the first program of the New Year, 2005: the
Saraswati Puja. As we, the new executive committee and sub-committee
members, rush forward with renewed energy and enthusiasm, towards
making this a bounteous year in terms of your participation and your

donations, and bringing to you the best of Bengali culture, let us also thank
EELCIV GRS T all those who made 2004 a record-breaking year for Pujari — the outgoing
Joo¢ executive committee and sub-committee members, and dedicated group of

volunteers, who gave their precious time and energies towards making each
Contents event in 2004 better and more successful than the preceding one. Your

efforts will be very much appreciated again this year, and we welcome each
Foreword -1

Executive Committee
2005 -2

Event Schedule -2

In Search of Kohinoor’s

member, new and old, of our community to come forward and join us in
planning and executing this year’s Pujari events.

This mini-brochure or newsletter, which we intend to publish every two
months, is just another channel of communication for your benefit and use:
please send us your articles, stories, poems, blogs, or whatever comes to

So -
uree 3 your mind — that you want to share with our community. With time, we
R 6 B - 6 hope it will become a cherished repository of our collective thoughts and
hallmark of our sub-culture in this home away from home.
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1 HARD TIMES by Buddhadeva Bose (An adaptation from Rabindranath Tagore)
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Puja: 10.00 AM
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{Details follows at page 10)
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(Conducted by Swagata Bose and
Indrani Ghose)

Quiz~ 1:15 p.m. (Conducted by
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I was then in Sukinda, Orissa,
exploring for nickel, when I received
an urgent telegram from my elder
colleague, geologist Sambhu Sen, who
in mid-1968 was transferred from
Geological Survey of India’s Andhra
Pradesh circle to the Orissa circle
office. Immediately upon arriving in
Bhubaneswar, he had remembered
me!

Bhubaneswar is the head- quarters
of the Orissa circlee One May
evening, I took a jeep from Sukinda
and arrived in Bhubaneswar at
Sambhu-da’s quarters. Welcoming
me, he said, “This is a matter of prime
importance! There are many people
here, but I cannot think of anyone else
but you who can help me in this
matter....”

“But I am so busy with another
matter in Suvkinda,” said [ “The
minister is pressing....”

“My matter is more important,
because it covers my entire career.
This is about finding the source of the
Kohinoor....”

“The Kohinoor’s source? Was it
not the Golconda mines?”

“No mine was discovered at
Golconda! 1 have searched for over
ten years in Andhra Pradesh, and
found the stone that is supposed to
contain diamonds — kimberlite — in
Bajrakarur, and with the help of my
colleagues, have mapped the entire
region. But the unfortunate thing is,
after mining and crushing kimberlite,
we haven’t found a single grain of a
diamond! Since then I have been
thinking that the source of the
Kohinoor is not in Andhra Pradesh,
but somewhere else....”

“There is only one diamond mine
in India, in Panna, Madhya Pradesh.

In Search of Kohinoor’s Source
By Sankarshan Ray
(Translated by Amitava Sen)

To find Kohinoor’s source, one should
look in Panna’s vicinity....”

“T also has the same idea,” said
Sambhu-da. “But after coming to
Bhubaneswar, and meeting
Balabhadra Panigrahi, I am now
thinking I will find the source in
Orissa. Come, tomorrow moming I
will take you there....”

Balabhadra was an elderly gem-
seller. In the cellar of his house, he
opened a safe embedded in the walls,
and showed us two mid-size stones.
Inside the dark chambers of the safe,
they emitted light, and a pool of light
engulfed them.

As I gazed in wonder at those
diamonds, Balabhadra said, “These
are genuine diamonds. Mr. Sen, you
tell me — can you find such diamonds
anywhere on this earth?

“No,” replied Sambhu-da.

“These are diamonds from
Orissa’s Hirakud.”

“I read about Hirakud’s diamonds
in old gazettes from Sambalpur
District. I had the impression that
nowadays no diamonds are found
there.”

“That they can still be found,
these stones can prove. I'm finding
them every year! I've even brought a
stone polisher from Gujarat’s Surat
region, and ’'m paying him a hefty
sum! He polishes the raw stones from
Hirakud and brings out their luster! In
search of Kohinoor’s source, you have
wasted several years in Andhra
Pradesh, Mr. Sen: search in Hirakud —
you will fulfill your mind’s desires!”

“I will search there — and this
friend and colleague of mine will help
me. But the question is: where do I
begin? Will the people who are
mining these stones help us?”

“I think they will help, because
you are explorers, not businessmen.
The chief of these Hirakud miners,
Jagabandhu Mohanty, is here now —
let me introduce you to him — he will
show you the way....”

In his attire and manners,
Jagabandhu resembled a gang leader
rather than a diamond miner.
Wringing his two hands, he said,
“Sure, I will show you the way, as my
lord wishes. But remember one thing
— don’t turn one lustful eye towards
our diamonds!”

“We are explorers,” explained
Sambhu-da. “Even though we search
for diamonds, we have no hunger for
them....”

Onto Hirakud’s minefields we
went, with Jagabandhu Mohanty as
guide for our exploratory trip. From
Sukinda, one of my colleagues,
Mayadhar Maharana, had come with
me to Bhubaneswar — he tagged along
as well.

Starting very very early in the
morning, wec traveled by station
wagon from Bhubaneswar, and arrived
at Sambalpur in the evening. After
crossing the Hirakud dam and its
ocean-like waterfront, further west, on
the vast sandy banks of Mahanadi,
Jagabandhu stopped the wagon and
asked us to get down.

We got down and looked at the
sand — looked closer at the sand, with
Jagabandhu’s prodding, but did not
find any difference in the vast sand
dunes that ebbed the flow of
Mahanadi.

Jagabandhu asked, “Look close
and tell me what you see....”

“Just sand,” said I. “I don’t see
anything else but sand!”



“You have no eyes that can see —
so you don’t see. I see — sand
covering diamonds....”

“Oh! Is this where your diamond
mines are?”

“Not just here — it’s all over
everywhere in the sand. You don’t
have to find a specific spot — just wash
the sand and wash away the dirt — the
diamond will reveal itselff But
remember, every grain of sand or
diamond discovered here in Hirakud
belongs to us, Hirakud’s people! If
you search and find even one small
stone, you’ll have to give it to me or
one of us...”

“If we find a stone, we’ll have to
send it to the laboratory to examine
and confirm it is a diamond....”

“No need to send it to a
laboratory — I will examine it with my
own eyes.”

“Well then, you have to keep
close to us, SO we can use your €yes to
find the diamonds....”

Next day, in the agriculture
department’s rest house where we
stayed overnight, we asked the
chowkidaar to go call Jagabandhu. He
came back from Jagabandhu’s home
and said, “Jagabandhu Mohanty
nahontA”

I said, “nahonty means he is
taking a bath — tell him to come
after his bath.”

“Nahonty doesnt mean he's
taking a bath,” said Sambhu-da.
“In the Utkal language na-honty
means he’s not there — he’s gone!”

In answer to Sambhu-da’s
question why Jagabandhu already
left without us, the chowkidaar
said, “Jagabandhu has gone to
work where they are working
now.” To avoid publicity, further
in the west, inside the forest on
the western bank of the river, they
work under cover.

I said, “Without Jagabandhu’s
help, how can we proceed?
Exploring the sand dunes on the
banks of Mahanadi is no small
task!”

“Jagabandhu na honty to kada
hola?" said Mayadhar. “Me,
Mayadhar Maharana, is here...."”

“So what if you are here?” said 1.
“Do you have any experience panning
the sand and picking out diamonds?
Do you know where to start panning?”

Mayadhar said that until a few
years ago, he was a member of
Hirakud’s diamond-gatherers — he was
thrown out of the group because he
kept a small piece of diamond for his
newly married wife, without telling
the sardar. He will very willingly help
us in our exploration on Hirakud’s
banks of Mahanadi. But we will need
to do our task without letting them
know anything about it. It is not
possible to do so at any time except
the monsoon season. During
monsoon, the local people are busy
farming; they will not notice what we
do on these banks.

I said, “Upon Balabhadra’s
request, Jagabandhu had agreed to
assist us....”

“Even if he did, his people would
not,” said Mayadhar. “Also, their
ringleader is an infamous mafia don! I
know, your presence here is very
distressing to them. If you try to
explore here, they will try to stop you
— they will not pause even to kill....”

Not at the beginning of monsoon
— but when at the end of August, 1969,
with torrential rains flooding the banks
of Brahmani, Baitarani and Mahanadi,
and Hirakud dam incapable of
containing any more the rising waters,
Mayadhar Maharana came to Sambhu-
da and said, “Now my time has
come....”

Sambhu-da replied, “Your time
has come — at such an awful time!”

“Yes, sir! Their village is covered
under the waters of the flood — they
arc all captivee. ~We can work
peacefully...”

“Where will you work? Will you
dive under the waters to search for
diamonds?”

“In the west, in Raipur district,
the banks of Mahanadi are not
flooded: we’ll search there. The place
is very remote. Ask one geologist to
come with me, someone who can
work in remote mountains and
forests....”

The person who went with
Mayadhar had been working on
geological surveys in Hirakud and
Sambalpur region since 1967. I don’t
remember his name: his pet name was
“Khoka.” Sambalpur’s people knew
him as “Khoka-geologist.” Anxious
to avoid the flood, they went by train
instead of the jeep, to Sambalpur.
After arriving there, Mayadhar got
hold of two horses. Then, tracing the

Mahanadi’s faint shoreline, one
evening they reached the densc forests
in Raipur district. Here, even though
the river swelled with waters, the
sandy banks were untouched. The two
dug the sands, washed and panned,
and explored. They stayed in a nearby
Forest Department cottage,
considering the inconvenience of
retuming to Sambalpur after work
every day.

Between the two of them, they
worked day after day. Finally, one
day Mayadhar screamed out loud,
“Peyechhilt”

After digging in the sands, what
Mayadhar finds looks like an opaque
white sfatik (rock crystal) cluster. No
sparkle, no luster, yet Mayadhar thinks
it is a diamond. A capable gem-
crafisman’s hands can bring out its
innate luster, he thinks. Khoka-
geologist, even though has seen
diamonds, has not seen an unpolished
one before. So, listening to Mayadhar,
he brings that stone to Bhubaneswar.
After preliminary testing in the
laboratory, Sambhu-da identifies the
stone as a diamond, and telephones his
boss in Kolkata, the deputy director
general D. R. S. Mehta, giving him the
exciting mews about the diamond
discovery.

The news about the diamond
discovery did not seem to please
Mehta-sahib. He asked, “That it is a
diamond, how did you come to
know?”

“T recognize diamonds,” replied
Sambhu-da. “I recognized it as soon
as I saw it. Apart from that, I have
tested it in our laboratory....”

“It has to be tested here, in the
Central  Petrological Laboratory’s
gem-testing section. Only after the
gem-testing section identifies it as a
diamond, it can be called a diamond.
However, there is one thing — all
publicity related to this matter will be
made by me....”

“Forget all publicity — if we can
officially call it a diamond, I will be
happy. I am coming with the stone
right away today from
Bhubaneswar....”

That very night, with the stone,
Sambhu-da left from Bhubaneswar to
Kolkata by Puri Express. In the same
AC compartment where his seat was
reserved, he found Balabhadra
Panigrahi. He said, “I’m happy to be
your fellow-traveler.”
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“I'm happy too said
Balabhadra. “And relieved! Our
business is with precious things! To
be able to travel safely, one needs the
company of a person after one’s own
heart....”

“Even though I do not deal with
precious things, I need the company of
a person after my own heart too....”

“You go once every month to
your boss, the deputy director general,
in Kolkata. This month you had
completed your Kolkata trip about ten
days ago. You are going again within
ten days — it is clear that you are going
for a very important matter....”

“Yes, very important....”

“Not only important, but a very
secret business, no?”

Sambhu-da only smiled a little in
reply.

“All right — I will not inquire any
more about this matter. May your
journey be auspicious!”

Next day at dawn, at Howrah
station, deputy director general D. R.
M. Mehta was himself present with his
office car to welcome Sambhu-da.
After the usual congenial greetings, he
said that from that moment onwards,
the stone is under the responsibility of
the Eastern Region’s deputy director
general. “Give it to me....”

“Here, take it,” said Sambhu-da
and handed over a small velvet-lined
jewel case.

After that Sambhu-da said,
“Okay, do whatever is needed, and
send me a certificate from the gem-
testing lab. And of course, send me
back the stone with the certificate.
Now I'll go back....”

“What! You cannot go back!
Until the stone is tested, you have to
stay with me. If you are mot here,
what will 1 say when the director
general questions me about this?”

The diamonds of Hirakud were
just a myth or fictitious tale to the
director general. Even after taking the
jewel case from Mehta, he did not
open it to see the stone. He called the
chief of the Petrological Laboratory,
and giving him the jewel case, asked
him to test it in his gem-testing lab.
“Sambhu and Mehta think this is a
diamond. But I do not think so....”

The chief of the lab opened the

cover ol (he jcwel case.
the stone, and his eyes started
sparkling.

Sambhu-da said, “That this is a
diamond, is clear from the language of
your eyes. In front of the DG, you are
not saying anything, and are not going
to say....”

The chief of the lab said, “There
is no value in just seeing with your
eyes. We’ll have to test it in the lab to
identify it.”

Because of the absence of the
tester, there was a delay of six days to
complete the test. After the test,
without revealing the results, the chief
of the lab called Sambhu-da and
Mehta to the DG's office. In the
presence of the director general, he
said, “With heartfelt condolences, 1
say, Sambhu Sen’s diamond is no
diamond — just a piece of glass.”

“Lies!” said the excited Sambhu-
da. “It is a diamond! From the sands
of the Mahanadi, the person who dug
it up and brought it, and I — we both
have identified it as a diamond. We
have not made a mistake....”

“You are both mistaken,” said the
director general. “Our gem-testing lab
does not make mistakes. Listen,
Sambhu — just accept the fact that this
is not a diamond. Go back to
Bhubaneswar, forget about diamonds,
and focus your ecnergies in other
work....”

“Okay, I will go back. Ask the
petrology lab to return my diamond.”

“Why do you need your piece of
glass back? It has been thrown away.”

On the return journey, Sambhu-da
again met Balabhadra. Balabhadra
cast a keen eye on Sambhu-da’s face
and said, “Looking at your face I think
your mission was not fulfilled.”

“No — it was not fulfilled,” sighed
Sambhu-da. “What Mayadhar
Maharana and 1 thought was a
diamond, turmed out nothing but a
piece of glass....”

“No — it was a genuine diamond!”
Balabhadra said, smiling knowingly.
“Such big size diamonds are not found
even in South Africa.”

Sambhu-da looked surprised at
Balabhadra, and asked, “How did you
know? 1 had kept this matter a
complete secret.”

Where your Khoka-geologist and
Mayadhar dug and found that stone, 1
was there! When Mayadhar screamed

5

big diamond — in Hirakud’s diamond-
fields I had never before seen anything
as big. Now, what can you do, Sen-
sahib!”

“What do you mean, what can I
do! DI’'m getting down at Kharagpur
and returning to Kolkata! T’ll catch
that chief of Petrology lab by his neck
and...”

“Catch him by the neck, or catch
him by his throat — you will not rescue
your diamond! Just  recite
Shankaracharya’s Mohamudgara in
your mind, and forget about the
diamond....”

Well, Sambhu-da did forget all
about it — until when several years
later the then gem-specialist of
Geological Survey of India (1990-91)
Jajati Bhattacharyya reminded him of
the matter. He met Sambhu-da and
said, “Upon learning about illegal
mining of diamonds from Hirakud to
Raipur district’s mountainous remote
areas, I went myself to explore those
diamond fields. But the local people
did not let me come anywhere close.
You had come into contact with those
local people when you had gone to
Hirakud in search of diamonds. Can
you not ask for their help and take me
to Hirakud’s diamond fields?

“Perhaps not,” Sambhu-da said
with a faint smile. “The people I had
come into contact with those days —
are they still there? One thing about
this matter, Jajati: 1 hope you accept
the fact that my stone, which I gave to
the gem-testing laboratory for testing,
was a genuine diamond.”

“Yes,” Jajati replied, with a faint
smile.

[Translator’s note: The original story,
in Bengali, was published recently in
the magazine Jamjamat. All that I
remember about this matter is that
Sambhu Sen, my late father, was
involved with diamonds and gem-
stones, and once -- possibly in 1969 --
upon returning home to Bhubaneswar
from an office trip, found some card
misplaced on his shelf and took it out
on me with an umbrella: that was the
only time in my life that I saw him
angry.]

back in the rest house i)ecause of the
rains, but I was there! When I heard
his cry I went to him, and saw a really
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Cultural Program

Item
1
2

13
14
15
16

17
18

19

Type
Opening Songs (2:30 pm)

Dance - Saraswati Bandana

Vocal - Classical
Rabindrasangeet
Guitar

Recitation

Piano
Rabindrasangeet
Keyboard
Recitation

Bangla Group Song

Violin

Dance - Rabindrasangeet

Dance - Kathak

Recitation

Dance

Palligeeti - Bangla Folk Songs
Rabindrasangeet

Shruti Natak in English: "The Leaves Fall"
by Buddhadeva Bose

Bangla Songs
Bangla Adhunik Songs
Recitation

Classical Instrumental Group

Bangla Songs
Prize Distribution for Art Competition & Quiz

Patriotic Group Songs

Master of Ceremonies:

10

Performers
Mahua Mukherjee

Briti Nandi, Isheeta Mukherjee, Kriti Lodh
(Music - Pritam Bhattacharjee, Subrata Bhattacharjee.
Dance and music composition by Banhi Nandi)

Kriti Nandi

Anisha Datta

Nil Bhattacharyya
Josh Saha

Imon Ghosh
Ritwika Chakraborty
Atul Lodh

Sounak Das

Song: Novonil Banik, Suparna Chaudhuri, Sreyoshi Ghosal, Samhita
Ghosal

Dance: Moyna Ghosh

(Direction: song by Rakhi Banerjee, dance by Susmita Nandi)

Sampriti De

Tanya Roy, Ananya Ghosh, Paroma Mukhopadhyay
(Direction: Susmita Nandi)

Mallika and Pritika Halder
Rick Saha

Suparna Chaudhuri
Tirthankar Dasgupta
Mahasweta Bhaumik

Pranab Lahiri & Suzanne Sen

Prasanto Chakraborty
Rakhi Banerjee
Richa Sarkar

Sangeetkar: M. H. Akmal, Rafi Akbarzada, Apurva Shrivastava, Aditya
Shrivastava, Shekhar Pendalwar, Amitava Sen

Susmita Datta

Pujari Exec Committee

Shrotar Ashor: Nasir Ahmed, Nisha Ahmed, Shaheda Shahab, Riyadh
Ahmed, Shahed Rahim, Sharmeen Omar-Ahmed, and Shubin Shahab.

Sutapa Das & Prosenjit Dutta



With best Compliments from

KRYSTAL DESION & COLLECTIONS

A company with solutions for House
(Kitchen/Bathroom) and Commercial Buildings
for:

GRANITE COUNTER TOPS / WOODEN CABINETS /
FLOORINGS

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES OF TOWN.

Contact:
S Y angccta
584, Industrial Park Dr.

Marietta, GA 30062
Cell: 678 360 5117




ASK HOW TO GET uprPTO 4 ROOM D FOR FR

AMERICA'S TOP 60 WITH LOCAL CHANMELS | | FOR $31.99 A MONTH
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ias TV, Sany Entartalnment Telavision Asia, TV Asla. BAU, Zee Clinema

JUMBO PACK #1

lae TV, Sony Enfartainment Televizion Asia, TV Asia. BAU

TV ASIA JUMBO PACK #2 S 44

Iea TV TY Asia, Zee Cinema, Sony Entectainment Televistlon Asla

SUPER PACK $ 34

7ae TV TV Asia_ Sony Entertainment Talevision Atla

PICK TWO S 24 %o

Zaa TV, T¥ Agia, Sony Enfertainmen)! Televition Atia

Packages

$ 44

Surya TV and Kairali TV at 524 ¥,
Gemini TV and Teja TV at $24 7o

Sun TV and KTV at $24 ¥,

A La Carte
B4U/1ee Cine/Set Max

A La Carte

KTV / Sun TV

Gemini TV / Teja TV

Surya TV / alrali v
ara Ban
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