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At the outset, Pujari Executive Committee wish Shubho Nabobarsho to all of you.

Poila Baishakh is a very auspicious day for all Bengalis. It is indeed a momentous occasion and
Yo celebrate the sacred event Pujari welcomes you all to the cultural evening of Nabobarsho
celebration. This is also the precious moment for us when we get the opportunity to welcome
our new members as well as non-members on board with renewed enthusiasm. We are thankful
Yo our dedicated volunteers, friends and committee-members for devoting their priceless ef-
fort and time to make every Pujari event a blooming success.
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President:
Gouranga Banik
1735 Canton Lane
Marietta, GA 30062
770-579-8594
gbanik@bellsouth.net

Vice Presidents:
Prosenjit Dutta
2610 Leeshire Ct
Tucker, GA-30084-3023
770-939-3833
p_dutta@yahoo.com

Sudipto Ghose
3208 Collingwood Lane
Alpharetta, GA 30022

678-297-0137

sudipto@comcast.net

Secretaries:
Prabir Bhattacharyya
3320 McClure Woods Dr
Duluth, GA-30096-8739
678-473-4610
prabirkb@hotmail.com

Paromita Ghosh
550 Guildhall Place
Alpharetta, GA 30022
770-442-1202

paromita_ghosh@yahoo.com
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Treasurer:
Susanto shaha
220 Ashlee Oaks Ct
Alpharetta, Ga-30022
678-393-0450
sushanta_saha@yahoo.com

Cultural:
Amitava Sen
442, Kenilworth Circle,
Stone Mountain, GA-30083
404-294-4833
sen.amitva@gmail.com

Publication:
Sutapa Datta
771 Lindbergh Dr NE
Atlanta, GA-30324
404-442-8311
sutapa_datta@yahoo.com

Public Relations:
Indroneel Majumdar
1625 Elgaen Place Dr

Roswell, GA-30075

770-643-1579
indroneel@bellsouth.net

Webmaster:
Samaresh Mukhopadadhyay
566, Oxford Close,
Alpharetta, GA-30005
678-366-9299
samareshm@yahoo.com
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220 Ashlee Oaks Ct., Alpharetta, GA 30022 . (Please make checks payable to Pujari Inc.).




Afuneral and a Wc&idng - youwsay?
But if I'd been invited to either of them

For I'm committed to rehearse

For your dance and p La@!

This Weekend

(The pope’s funeral and prince charles’ chd/b’wg)

r'd have to say ‘Nay’

oh! whata d,a&/

Amitava Sen

Brief Event Schedule
(More details on page 16 — 19)

Udbodhan

“ﬁhpw‘mﬁ”

Dance with Ralbindvasangeet

“Sajhien Range Ushar Raage”

Baishakhi Issue

Jateumission
&L

Dinner

@@
©» @

Recitati

“Teliw Mane Rekhia”

“Bangla Dhara” presents
Manoj Mitva’s “ Naishabihof”’

www.pujari.org



Every time You Move

(A poem from the past: a hope for the future)
-Amitava Sen, April 2005

Every time you move, you get the opportunity
-to shift through your belongings and save
Only that which you would like to cherish
Every time you move, you defrag and rekindle
-your fond memories and rewrite your history
In the pages of your mind..

What I Am
Amitava Sen, October 1993

By birth a Bengali, proud fo be related by blood
to my greater family, and to the source of all that there was
great in the age of renaissance in modern India -
the same songs of bauls, vaishnavs, and bhatiali -
green fields, palm trees, flowing rivers -
that stirred the souls of poets
and simple farmers, artisans, weavers, and clerks;
By history an Indian, part of an ancient civilization,
Hindu thought and wisdom, the nonviolence of Asoka and Gandhi
amidst a nation full of diversity, turbulence, and turmoil;

By geography an Asian, sharing the same bread with neighbors and
f?“iends N

Buddhists or Muslims, Christians, Jews, or atheists,
feeling the pain of Koreans plundered in LA riots,
the suffering of Afghans bereft of their homeland;
By fraining an engineer, analytic, and striving

for products of the best quality,
giving concrete form to ideals;
By nature a musician, speaking the universal language,
taking time,
perfecting the art of speaking from the heart;
By choice an American, embracing liberty,
justice, freedom of expression, and change -
along with the fast lane of life;
But above all a father, a husband, and a citizen of the world
rejoicing with Arafat and Rabin -
with hopes to see the end of the thousand-year-war;
Rejoicing -
that in spite of Bosnia, Somalia, and the birth pains of
several little "nations,”
peace is still in our minds.

Baishakhi Issue
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At least that's how it worked when,

in India, our family of six moved

iy from place to place every few years,

W ¢2%  packing all our belongings into one
0, first class cabin of the train.

Over here, things are different.
You can hire movers and giant trucks, and hardly any-
thing needs to be thrown away. And just like all our
computer hard disks that keep filling up with stuff, our
houses keep filling up with boxes that remain unopened
for years, and our history just accumulates - perhaps
never to be told to anyone.

T opened a box recently that con- taihed
several years of Bengali bro- f—- 17 chures
and magazines from Pujariand AT |

Bengalis groups in Atlanta. And {{ E

thought some of those early a’ literary
efforts are well worth reading over again
- perhaps giving a fresh historical perspective to the
newer generation of Bengalis here today. So I will
bring you selected nuggets of short stories, articles,
and poems from those pages, starting with this short
poem I had written in 1993 when the Middle East was,
as usual, in a crisis, and there was a renewed hope of
resolution and the coming of everlasting peace...

Amitava Sen.
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THE BLUEBIRD
Sounak Kumar Das

Automobiles light the streets,
Airplanes fill the sky,

A little blue bird flaps its wings,
Getting ready to fly.
Mystery has filled his head,
About where he will go;

In the air and far beyond
Leaving his own sweet home.
Now I think I will leave up to him
What to decide,
Whether he will fly away,

Or stay by my side.
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) You are what your Chocolate is
Amitava Sen

The days for checking horoscopes for marriage

partners are over -

Now just get a variety box of Russell Stover -
You know the guy who eats nuts

\ Will fall for the gal with guts

/ And those who like circles and diamonds

May shun the clover.

THE TIMES OF INDIA

; ANI [TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2005 05:55:26 PM]

/ LONDON: The kind of chocolates that you nibble at re-
/ veal your personality, a study shows.

\ A poll by Woolworths that involved a thousand people
4 choosing their favourite shapes and flavours in choco-

lates revealed that while quiet people loved coconut
 chocolates, sociable and popular people preferred fudgy

< ohes.

\ "The most striking finding was that life and soul of the

/| opted for bitter-sweet ones," The Mirror quoted Abigail K

Millings, a psychologist from East Anglia University as
\ saying. Personality traits listed according to chocolate
/ types in the study were:

Wi

_‘.‘5. Nuts: Laid back but methodical, tend to think first
* then act. Can be introverts.

7 Coconut: Perfectionists and thinkers. Quiet.

/| Coffee: Thoughtful but tend to let others make deci-
sions.

" ble and popular.

Shapes were also considered decisive of fraits; while

> sociable people opted for circles and diamonds, relaxed

types chose 1o eat oval ones and the shy preferred rec-
_ tangle choco-

Fudge: Act first, think later. Easy going at work. Socia- K

)

party types preferred very sweet centres and shy people |/

www.pujari.org



The Statesman
-Internet edition

While all and sundry enjoy a good prank, few know the origins of Fool's Day. It all began in
France in the 16th century when New Year's Day was April 1. In 1562, however, Pope Gregory
introduced a new calendar for the Christian world according to which the year began on the first
day of January. In keeping with the vagaries of human nature, there were the holdouts who re-
fused to accept the change and continued to observe April first as New Year's day complete]
with celebratory parties and the rest. In France today April 1 is called 'poisson d'avril' (April
Fish). This relates fo the quaint gag of pinning paper fish on the backs of the old timers, de-
scribed as April Fools, who still believe in the 'old' new year.

[Sounds like a fun tradition - now poila boishakh started around the same century - does anyone
know what would be the equivalent Bengali Fool's Day?]—Amitava Sen
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23 Pujarii welcomes and en-
2% courages all the mem-
A% bers & non-members to
a4 contribute for “Anjali”,
a9 which promotes culture
24 through literature and
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FRIABA FAfAS BfFerz

Dr. Muhammad Ali (Manik) MD, FAAP

Board Certified

\

t You may‘send your arti- EASTS'DE PEDIATRICS P.C.
N C|heS / Poems / artworks / We accept Medicaid, Peachcare and all other types of Insurance

\ short stories etc. to

YW Sutapa Datta at
aY sutapa_datta@yahoo.com

2311-D Henry Clower Blvd. /;
Snelville, GA 30078
770-982-0255
Mon-Thurs: © am-5 pm

Fri: am- 1 pm Sat: 10 am- 1 pm
Sun: Closeed
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Escapades of a New Homeowner

Part 1:(Finding Dream Home)
Aradhana Bhattacharya

"The interest rates have dropped to an all time low...the earnings

thinking about buying a house, what should be our POA?"
The answer was simple: "Lets buy a house”

With our homeowner friends screaming “Location; Location, Loca-
tion" into our ears at least we had decided on that.

Bubbling with anticipation of the unexpected, we started our
house hunting. The first step in that direction; or so we thought
was to get an agent. That was not a very difficult proposition,
especially with the boom in real estate Triggering a multitude of
agents to shoot up from the most unforeseen corners like daffo-
dils in spring!

Zing - very active and a very pregnant Chinese lady came to our
rescue. Each weekend rain or shine, Zing would religiously take us
around showing us houses both new and old, hop-
ing perhaps this would be the one for us.

Little did she know about the first time In-
dian homebuyer's psyche! Big house, top con-
dition, right directions (east-west-north-
south), outstanding locale, low price - all in
one.

Being new to this game, we had set our stan-
dards too high! In addition, there was this
galaxy of jargons to get used to. Initially we
could not differentiate hardy- plank from
stucco. After quite a few nights and week-
ends of 'Home buying for dummies’, MSN house
& Home and the like, we were talking "elevation, amortization,
CMA, inspection and warranties”,

As far as 'finding dream house’is concerned, the story goes like
this:

The layout was to our liking but The yard looked too small. The
directions were just what we wanted but the colors were exactly
what we did not! East facing, kitchen- island, wooden cabinets,
brick front, hardwood floors, outdoor-landscaping....the list just
did not end there.

As days went by we our dream house seemed to exist more in the
‘neveriand.

Getting over the initial disillusionment, our ‘I Want'scratch pad
experienced a major downsizing. The checklist got more realistic
as time was running out and so was our patience.

Quite a contrast to our plunging mental graph, Zing's was at all
times a constant curve.

A constant curve of energy and gusto that isl In spite of her
condition, her zest could give most of us quite a beating. Many a
times I thought she was an ideal candidate for ‘the most zealous
agent' award if there was any.

Perhaps this trait was the key to her success but could that help
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us find what we were looking for?

One hot sunny afternoon, after three rounds of combing opera-
tion, oozing with perspiration and drooping with exhaustion, head-
ache and hunger, we parked a little away from the last house to
be inspected for the day. Honestly, our spirits weren't too high
as all the three houses that we had visited earlier had some
problem or the other. Wanting to make this a quick one, we
limped towards the enfrance with me lagging a few steps behind,
tugging at the checklist crushed inside my bag without much en-
thusiasm. Halting momentarily, I threw a cursory glance taking in
the surroundings. After a full 360 degrees, my eyes stopped at
the brick front and the stone landscaping. Though not very elabo-
rate it lent a look of distinction to the dwelling. Next I spotted
the bay window in front. "Was T seeing things or is this for real?”
Strangely my headache had started to clear away! Hastily T made
my way into the foyer.

Hardwood floor ~ checkmark

Tiled dining area - checkmark. PS: additional
bay window.

* Colors - a pleasing shade of beige that made the
place look roomy

The contour of my lips was steadily changing
from convex to concave....

v
' W Dizzy with expectation I trotted further in,
The living room opened up with a cathedral ceil-
ing. "Wow!" Next to it was a compact kitchen but no wooden cabi-
nets! The interior was dressed with expensive leather furniture,
extravagant drapery (my all time weakness) and lush green indoor
plants, lending it a model-house look. An overdose of ‘Open house’
and HGTV I thought! Climbing up a flight of stairs we ventured
into the master bedroom. Clad in a welcoming sea green it had
potential to be our passport to tranquility.

His & hers’ sinks in the master bath, mid sized guest bedroom &
kids room, carpet in good condition, spacious laundry room..the
ticks in our checklist were for once beginning to score more than
the crosses. The rest of the house was not an exactly a carbon
copy of what we had in mind, yet not entirely a departure from it
either. It offered us a hew perspective. We heard ourselves say-
ing "yes..yes" instead of the "no..nos...." in the earlier houses.

As my better half indulged in Taking note of the other minute
details, T was starting to fall in love with the place. "Yes this
could be our dream home," I thought.

Zing sensing buyer's euphoria proposed to make an offer. Still
trying to drink in the suddenness of the turn of events, we asked
for some time.

On the way out we were quick to spot two more prospective buy-
ers waiting impatiently with their agents. "Was this a hot prop-
erty?” the question lingered in our minds for the rest of the
drive home.
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Not wanting to let this chance slip out of our hands we gave the  “"Welcome to the world of homeowners" said Zing with a chuckle.
green signal To Zing. “Go ahead with the offer”. The paperwork  Now she could go to the hospital in peace. We could not thank her
was ready by the night and the documents were presented to the enough for all she had done for us in her condition. With one set
owner's agent next morning. of keys jingling in hand we puffed out a sight of relief. Must say
it was a great feeling. Rupturing with jubilation we had a constant
smile pasted on our face. "Lets go and take some measurements,”
I said. That was OK with the (previous) owners as well. We were
not getting enough of the house it seemed. Humming along with
the tune of 'yeh tera ghar, yeh mera ghar, yeh ghar bahut hasin
hain'we merrily drove away in bliss.

A few hours passed .We waited patiently. No news from Zing ftill
then. Beginning to get a little restless I and my husband called
each other a humber of times with nothing else but “any news as
yet?" Trying to concentrate on the regular chores, I jumped at
every ring of the phone & ran towards it. Our patience was run-
ning out and so were the twenty-four hours within which we were
supposed to get a response. Finally we heard from Zing. The What happened thereafter is another story. T think I shall save
owner had presented a counter offer that was not very close to it for next time........

what we had proposed.

Feeling a pinch of disappointment, we had several questions run-
ning through our minds like wild horses. “Is the seller motivated
or is he just killing time? What should be our next offer? Will we
get this house or start all over?” The thought of waking early
each weekend yet again and tediously dragging ourselves through
a bunch of new houses almost paralyzed us with weariness.

Not sure as to what should be our next move, we turned to Zing

for advice. Not a pro at the bargaining table, we wanted to give a

final of fer and get over with it. However, that was not what Zing

had in mind. She wanted to know what would be our final figure.

Keeping that in mind she took us along, flying up and down on a

roller coaster of negotiations, with Zing in the drivers seat. Af-

ter a few sharp ascends and descends not only in the value but ,
also in add-ons we had reached a decision. The seller had agreed %

& the house was under contract!

T Ry 7

On learning this we went ecstatic with joy and relief. There was a PUJARI CROSSWORD PUZZLE
feeling of achievement in
the air. Though | o> oo ',} our mortal NS
B =z h A :
selves strug- ﬁhw‘-‘_h“”‘*._- 3 //i]| gled to livea ASJYGCEGVJIRSCFON
normal life W;.:ﬁ.".‘é.i?f.“.f!i‘ 1| amidst the luxu- MEOIASOBERBEFMAX
"'ﬁ?:”h‘;d “P"”t')“e’l‘:;“ ATALHWSCHSENAGD
which we i ——— RPTXOKIFUIZGTATI
our minds flew away to reside DTSEITAWSARRASTW
e e B4 |liwsgs  posmazwsxorTsNA
' W |Tin JUst a FCQTRPBIISHEEAL
few days. In this state of
. . " . WRIOUJUNNAZRTUTLTI
surreal surrender, I found 'Surprise by Design’ and 'Painted
, . L IOGHOLIJKEBGATYV
house' had taken over a vast majority of my everyday living.
H . ] A NADFQNQUAHZYBAEB
ousework seemed mundane; I spent most of my time lost in
h . . TAWAWXROGRIKSEQ Q?Z
ome improvement books, ardently making notes that would come
. KLGHCBOTGPFIPJINTI
handy in future.
TVUROAFBUMYAVATI
One thing that could still furn the table around was 'Inspection'. TBCEUACVPMYVYVRGTFR
Luckily it went on well. The seventy-six year old young man did ARSDZDYUODOZCOQ
not leave any stone unturned! He even made a note of the missing
doorstopper in the guest bathroom in his report. "This house is
one of the few houses that I have seen in ship-shape"”. With this ATLANTA NAZRUL
verdict this episode was ending on a happy note. BAISAKHI PUJARIL
Zing had made detailed notes as to what to expect during the DIWALI RECITATION
closing as her date was drawing near. Baby Lisa was due any day DRAMA SARASWATI
now. GAAN SoLO
On the day of the closing we traveled miles to reach the attor- GANESH TAGORE
ney's office. Took wrong turns, got lost and finally landed there. HOLT THAKUR

However, we were not the last ones to arrive. The seller had also
met with the same fate! Much to our surprise the paperwork did

not take from dusk to dawn as we had heard from our friends! (Answer on page # 15)
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My Tryst with Bengal and Bengalis 13

P.V.Krishnamoorthy

Director General (Doordarshan) (retd), Former Vice Chairman, Sangeet Natak Academy

“Kishto, Khabar khaytay esho, deri hoye gache”. This is one
Bengali sentence that has got deeply etched in my memory right
from my childhood days in Rangoon, Burma. This was the never
failing call of Mrs De, our neighbor, to her son Kishto every
night at about 9P.M! Kishto, of course, was half asleep and had
to be woken up. Bengalis do eat their dinner very late. Don't
they? I loved the pet name Kishto and being a Krishna I longed
to be called Kishto but, alas was destined to be called in alpha-
bets PVK. At school we had a Bengali drill master, Mr. Ghosh
who was like most Bengalis, a multi faceted personality. Ghosh
Mahishai, besides helping us to build our bodies also refined our
sensibilities by teaching us Bengali devotionals and light songs.
He even made us dance. Alas, T remember only the tunes and the
words are lost.

On Sundays while returning from the art class at school I could
not resist the temptation of halting at the Brahmo Samaj, shout-
mﬁ distance from my house, where the congregation sang soul-
fully to the accompaniment of the organ. The déep and sonorous
sound of the or%an captivated me and I longed to learn to play
that instrument .1 was hardly seven or eight years old and had to
wait for six more years before I could poach on my elder
brother’s harmonium. In the meantime I was fascinated by the
booming voice of Dilip Kumar Roy singing his father’s compo-
sition “Dhana Danya pushpobora™. Listening to Dilip Roy made
one  realize the importance of  voice training.
In the late thirties a PHILCO radio set entered our life and I was
fascinated by the music lesson on AIR Calcutta conducted by the
maestro Pankaj Kumar Mullick. Ever% Sunday moming, after
my listening to Brahmo music | rushed back home and got glued
to'the Philco Radio listening intentenly to Pankaj Babu conduct-
ing the music lesson in his own inimitable style. You felt that he
was there right in front of you. He taught both adhunik and Ta-
ore songs. With my harmonium on my lap I picked up the tunes
airly easily but the words were a problem. My Bengali friends
helped me out later.

It is most intriguing that three decades later I had the rare oppor-
tunity of calling on Pankaj Babu at his residence in connection
with'a TV documentary we were producing on this genius. Dur-
ing a short break in the shooting, when nobody was around, I
shyly mentioned to him that I was an ardent listener/student of
his radio music lessons. I was horrified when he asked his har-
monium to be brought and asked me to sing any of the songs that
I had learnt through Radio. I dared not sing (may be my southern
acccntl) but did play “Prabhu Adhar Para”on his harmonium and
was pleasantly surprised when a broad smile crossed his face
approvm%lly. do not remember the exact words but broadly he
said that he considered it a great compliment that his music’ les-
sons also attracted a non Bengali. He then added how he, alon
with Rai Babu and BN Sircar of New Theatres made K.L.Saiga
sing Tagore songs like Amar Rath Pohalo, Ajkhelar Bangar
Khela in the Bengali film Parichai. It was not easy to convince
the purists of Bolpur though!

In 1944 I joined the External Services Division of AIR at Delhi.
We had to choose a catchy si%paturc tung for the service and the
unanimous choice fell on R.C.Boral's title music for the New
Theatre’s hindi film Lagan. 1 still remember the number of the
record H 964! It was a hit and I believe it is still being played in
some service. Similarly we chose Tagore.s Dheeray dheeray
Bhao for the Bengali service and Timir Baran.s title music from
Raj Nartaki for another service. All Bengali composers! What a
coincidence!

While in Delhi 1 had the privilege to learn a few Tagore songs
like Hinshai Onu Matho prithi, Sankho thero bivo lata from Smt.
Arundhati Mukerji. Her husband Prabhat was my immediate
boss. The couple encouraged my interest in Tagore songs. As a
bachelor when 1 was searching for living accommodation in
Delhi a Bengali family vacated their barsati and asked me to stay
there free of charge. Eam Rabindra Sangeet came to my rescue.
Another Bengali Tady helped me to make up my mind about the
irl T ultimately married. Her son Prithwish was a %&od singer,
hen the National Orchestra was formed in AIR Pandit Ravi
Shankar was its first Conductor/Director. This gave me ample
opportunity to get close to him and get inspired gy his composi-
tions, I first met Anil Biswas when he came to Cuttack with
Talat Mahmoud and Meena Kapur. I recorded a oriya duet by
Talat and Meena which became verz popular. I have been very
close to Anilda since then and when he joined AIR as Director of
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the National Orchestra there were opportunities galore for me to
interact with him. [ was specially attracted to his rendition of
Bengali kirtan. It was soul stirring.I had the rare honour to pre-
sent him the Sangeet natak Academi Award at his residence as
the then Vice Chairman of the Academi. One remembers fondly
the numerous adda sessions with Naina Devi. Sunil Bose and
Anilda. In his recent demise I have lost a friend and guide.

1 had the good fortune to be posted as Station Director of AIR
Calcutta on two occasions. Those were very anxious days what
with the naxal movement at its height. But inspite of the politi-
cal turmoil the unstinted cooperation I had from the artist com-
munity was exemplary. Recordings and rehearsals were held at
odd hours but the artists were there spot on time. My first re-
cording was for the programm E masher Gaan.  Sandhya
Mukerji was the artist and the lyric “Janina Kothai Dooray”
was penned by Syamal Gupta, It was an instant hit. I had com-
posed it based on the raga Mohana Kalyani.Simultaneously [
recorded a duet of Sandya with Syamal Mitra(O shonar Kanya
£o).It was based on a Tamil folk song. This too went down
well with the audience. The solo “Bela Holay Oboshan”an
adhunik, sung by Syamal Mitra was pcﬂ)ulqr too. There was a
Eleasant surprise for me when I heard this song sung by a
angladeshi artist in Dacca. When [ asked him who was the
composer he said he heard it in E masher Gaan and the com-
oser wadi some mad?asﬂ!l ha?\l ;glal satllsfac(:jnon when }] di(%_ a
aagpradhan type of song “Nibheygalo deep’specia or
Mamﬁ:endra Muﬁem He dﬁi an cxcgﬁgm_ Job ar?d sl;ng w1}t{h lot
of fervour, Others who sang my compositions are Arati mukerji
Mowna Binaray) Sipra Bose (Kaustuba harni) Nirmala Misra
akheno acche raat) and a few others. It was my good fortune
that eminent lyricists like Gauri Prasanna Majumdar, Pulak
Bandhopadhya and Syamal Gupta agreed to write lyrics for my
compositions. All this would have been impossible but for the
tremendous _support I had from accompanists like Alok Dey,
Radhakant Nandi, Ali Hussain and Asish Khan. Alok, spe-
cially, was a tower of strength.Having G&/an Prakash
Ghosh ,V.G.Jog and the indefatigable Biman Ghosh on the
staff was also a plus point. Another memorable event was the
visit of Kanan Devi to the studios and she was surprised when I
sang snatches of her ppﬂllar film songs like Akashe Helan and
Toray shathey thar ari.Her husband Haridas Bhattacharji was
my class mafe in Rangoon university.Pahari Sanyal was pre-
sent when 1 started the Yuva Vani service in Calcutta with the
enthusiastic assistance of Ruma Guha Thakurta and he appreci-
ated my encouraging budc[in%’ta-lcnt, As a novelt’y the whole
programme was compered by Pankaj Saha in verse!

It was a great day for me when Rai Chand Boral came to the
studios to attend the rehearsal of my prestigious production
Bharat Teerth which was to be broadcast in The National Pro-
gramme. The pro%rammc was a musical journey on the wings
of song starting from Meghalaya to Assam, Bengal Santhal
country, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu. Karnataka, Ker-
ala,Goa, Maharastra, Gujarat, Rajasthan,Punjab , Himachal,
Kasmir and ending on the waters of the Sangam at Allahabad.

The selections were largely traditional and folk tunes. It is a
matter of pride that all the songs were rendered by Bengali
artists only.Rai Babu’s presence was a tonic and it 'was truly
gratifying when he warmly applauded the attempt at unification
of the country through music. In my conversation with him I
confessed that | have been greatly influenced by his music
specially his scintillating orchestration and the apt alchemy of
classical, folk western and specially kirtan. When I mentioned
that [ ranked his title music for the Bengali film Porichai as
orchestration at its best he agreed and added that not many care
to listen to title music which is lost in the cacophony of sounds
in the theatre.

Rai Babu was already in frail health and as I saw him walk
away I remembered his composition sung by Saigal “Jokon
Robona Ami Din Hola oshan, Amaray Bhulia Jeyo,
Monayroko more Gaan™ Yes Rai Chand Boral will be remem-
bered by his songs

Ending on a more positive note, | recently had the pleasure of
playm% my Yamaha and singing Bengali songs to a small audi-
ence of close family and friends. The occasion? My granddaugh-
ter’s wcdghnﬁ. .. to a young Bengali boy of her choice! My asso-
ciation with Bengal and Bengali’s is truly special.
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Language Happy New Year!
Arabic Kul 'am wa antum bikhair
Basque Urte Berri on

Bengali Shuvo noboborsho
Chinese Sun nien fai lok
(Cantonese)

Chinese (Mandarin)

Xin nian yu kuai

Czech Stastny Novy Rok
Dutch Gelukkig nieuwjaar
Esperanto Bonan Novjaron
Finnish Onnellista uutta vuotta
French Bonne année
German Ein gllickliches neues
Jahr
Greek Eutychismenos o kainour-
Hawaiian Hauoli Makahiki hou
Hebrew Shana Tova
Hungarian Boldog uj evet
Indonesian Selamat Tahun Baru
(Bahasa)
Italian Felice Anno Nuovo or
Japanese Akemashite Omedetou
Korean Sehe Bokmanee

Laotian (Hmong)

Nyob Zoo Xyoo Tshiab

Latin

Felix sit annus novus

Nigerian (Hausa)

Barka da sabuwar
shekara

Norwegian Godt Nytt Ar

Philippines Manigong Bagong Taon

(Tagalog)

Polish Szczesliwego Nowego

Romanian La Multi Ani si Un An Nou
Fericit

Samoan la manuia le Tausaga Fou

Spanish Feliz afio nuevo

Swabhili Heri za Mwaka Mpya

Swedish Gott Nytt Ar

Vietnamese Chuc mung nam moi

Welsh Biwyddyn Newydd Dda

Did You Know?
Sudeshna Datta

How large can a pumpkin grow?
In the year 2000, the largest pumpkin grew up
to 1,500 kilograms in a contest in Michigan.

Do tomato frogs really eat tomatoes?
No, they feed on other invertebrates in the
wild.

. What is a lifespan of a turtle?

It lives for one hundred and twenty year

. What is the lifespan of a killer whale?

It can live for about 90 years!!

. What is your body made of?

Nearly half of your body is made of muscles.

. Where did earth’s moon come from?

Some planetary believe that the moon was
formed when an object collided with earth
about 4 million years back. The debris from the
massive collision started orbiting earth.

. How fast does hair grow?

You loose and gain about 90 hairs a day.

. How many times does your heart beat?

Your heart beats about 100,000 times a day.

. How many breaths do you take a day?

Average person breathe about 230,000 times a
day.

. On average how many times does a person blink

everyday?
Each person blinks at least 10,000 times a day

To be continued in the next edition...........
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Butter Chicken
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Ingredients: Tandoori Chicken 1 whole,

Method:
Butter 50 gms, S

Cream 1 cup 1. Take 1 whole tandoori chicken and cut it into pieces.

Tomato puree 3 cups, 2. Heat half of the butter in a frying pan. Add ginger garlic and green
Garam Masala Powder 2 tsp., chilli paste and saute for 1 minute. Add chicken pieces and fry until
Red chilli powder 1 tsp. brown from all the sides. Remove and keep aside.

Coriander powder 1/2 tsp. 3. Add the remaining butter and reheat. Add tomato puree, red chilli
Ginger paste 1 1sp. powder, garam masala powder, coriander powder and salt. Stir well.
Garlic pa?T.e 11sp. 4. Add little water just enough to make a thick gravy and bring it to
Green chilli paste 1 tsp. boil on high. Reduce the heat and add chicken pieces.

Salt to taste and

5. Stir gently to coat all the chicken pieces with fomato gravy. Add
Chopped green coriander leaves for garnish- -l 2 gravy

1/2 cup cream and simmer for 10 minutes.

in
: Garnish with coriander leaves and rest of the cream and serve hot.
o i e A e
Patishapta (Answer of Pujari Crossword Puzzle)
AS+++++++R++ 4+ + N
M+0I+++ +E+ + + + A+
. A++LHE++CHSENAGD

Ingredients: R+++O0OKT+ + ++G+ATI

120 gms flour D+++ITAWSARASTW

60 gms rice flour or finely powdered rice Gt + + +AFE + S + 4+ 4+ T4+ NA

1/8 teaspoon sodium bicarbonate

250 ml milk + ++ TRP++I+H+ +AL

ghee for shallow frying ++I10++U+NAZRULTI

For Filling: + OGHOLIJK+B+ + T+
NA+ ++++UA+ ++ + A+

100 gms fresh coconut, grated (approx. 100 gms T A R R

coconut meat) tor o+t + o+ Tttt

100 gms sugar + + G+ ++ 4+ +++ I+ 4+ + +

100 gms fhlckene:c:l miJIéJ;khee.r‘ or % cup condensed F 4+ + R4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ 4+ + 4+

milk (omit sugar if use

nuts and raisins, chopped and added to filling LT TR B B T
+ + + + 4+ D+ + 4+ 4+ + + + + +
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reparation : I
1. In a bowl mix flour, rice flour and bicarbonate |
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of soda with milk. Mix to a smooth batter and set
aside for half an hour.

ATLANTA(14,10,N)
BAISAKHI(11,9,NW)
DIWALI(15,3,5)
DRAMA(1,5 N)

2. In a karai, stir together the coconut, sugar and
milk until they adhere together in a soft moist

;““;5' karai f he fi d allow filli Do N
Céoltzmove arai from the fire and allow filling to GAAN(12,4 NE)
4. Heat a 6 inch frying pan and grease with a drop RANCSHILTLSA)
of ghee. Swirl pan around so that it is evenly HOLI(4,9.E)
coated with the hot ghee. NAZRUL(9,8,E)
5. Drop 2 tablespoons batter into the frying pan PUJARI(6,7,SE)

and swirl pan around to coat evenly with bafter. RECITATION(10,1,S5W)

SARASWATI(135,W)
50L0(2,1,5E)
TAGORE(1,11,NE)
THAKUR(12,6,5W)

6. Allow batter to set and cook until underside of
Patishapta at one end.

7. Fold Patishapta over filling and roll over to the
other end. Remove from pan.

Serve hot or cold.
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Cultural Programme

Emcees: Tania Majumdar & Jaba Ghosh

16

"Udbodhan” - 6roup songs of Rabindranath Tagore

Conception & Direction

Tania Majumdar

Vocals Tania Majumdar, Haimanti Mukhopadhyay, Sharmeen Omar-Ahmed,
Kasturi Basu, Sonali Roy, Suzanne Sen, Kalyan Mukherjee, Riyadh
Ahmed, Prabir Bhattacharya & Amitava Sen

Music Tirthankar Dasgupta & Amitava Sen

Presentation & Sound

Samaresh Mukhopadhyay & Kallol Nandi

"Birpurush” - Children's dance drama

Conception & Direction Bahni Nandi
Recitation Sounak Das
Music Amitava Sen, Prithwiraj Bhattacharjee, Rahul Roy, Rakhi Banerjee,

Rupa Bhowmick, Tania Majumdar & Kallol Nandi

Stage Decoration

Paromita Ghosh, Sutapa Datta, Sutapa Das, Monali Chatterjee &
P.K. Das

Jewelry Design

Monali Chatterjee

Light & Sound

Dipankar Mitra & Kallol Nandi

Cast

Birpurush Kriti Nandi

Ma Sudeshna Datta

Gramer Bou Moyna Ghosh, Kuheli Mitra & Nikita Agarwal

Gramer Meye

Eleena Ghosh, Parama Mukhopadhyay, Ananya Ghosh, Rupkatha
Banerjee, Sharanya Mukherjee, Olivia Datta & Pryanka Das

Santali Meye Briti Nandi, Isheeta Mukherjee & Kriti Lodh

Palki Behara Novonil Banik, Rick Saha, Josh Saha & Atul Lodh

Decoits Ronak Mukhopadhyay, Rohan Mandal, Aryaman Das, Arhab Chot-
topadhyay, Indranil Bhattacharyya, Sampriti De, Shejuti Banik &
Ananya Roy

Baul Suparna Chaudhuri

Dance with Rabindrasangeet - Bishakha Sen

Nana Chokhey Rabindranath - Poetry about Tagore

Compilation & Presentation

Richa Sarkar




Cultural Programme

(Continued from previous page)

“Saajher Ronge Ushar Raage” - a compilation of Nazrul's and other

Conception & Direction Banhi Nandi

Compilation Richa Sarka

Recitation Richa Sarkar & Sanjib Datta

Dance Banhi Nandi, Rupa Bhowmick, Suzanne Sen, Dola Roy, Reema Saha,
Soma Datta & Sonali Roy

Vocals Rakhi Banerjee, Rahul Roy & Indrani Danave

Music Tirthankar Dasgupta, Apurva Shrivastava, Aditya Shrivastava, Rafi

Akbarzada & Amitava Sen

Recitation - Dr. Manik Ali

“Tobu Mone Rekho"” - a compilation of Bangla Adhunik songs

Conception & Direction

Prasanta Chakravarty

Recitation

Sutapa Das & Kalyan Mukherjee

Vocals

Prasanta Chakravarty, Tirthankar Dasgupta & Rakhi Banerjee

"Bangla Dhara” presents Manoj Mitra's "Naishabhoj”

Life in a small village: the hungry eyes of sly fox-turned-men, the complete surrender to God
of the poor in wretched huts, the hopes and despair of lost young hearts, the eternal class
struggle between the haves and the have-nots - all these comprises our play tonight -

"Naishabhoj"

Author — Manoj Mitra

Director

Ahmed Arif Palash

Light & Sound

Shameemul Islam Shameem & Dipankar Mitra

Background Music

Amitava Sen & M H Akhmal

Video Recording

Suzanne Sen

Cast
Character Actor
Nayantara Tohida Arif
Chhoku Ahmed Arif Palash
Mokhtar Hafiz Mahbubur Rahman Bhuiyan
Khoyer Ali Shameemul Islam Shameem
Khan Bihari Khan M H Akhmal
Sindhi Khan Mahboob Rahman

Piyar Khan

Modhidul Moula Dilu
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